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THE 
LATE TRAVELS 
Of S. Giacomo Baratti, 

An halian Gentleman, 
nto the remote Countries 


| | 
be Abiſsins,or of Elhtopia Interiore| 
Wherein you ſhall find an exaRt} 

| 


account of the Laws, Govern- 
menc, Religion, Diſcipline, Cuſtoms, 


&c, of the Chriſtian people that dof 
Inhabit there, with many Obſervati- | 
ons which ſome may improve to the 


adyanrage and increaſe of Trade wich chem. . 


ogerher, with a Confirmation of this Relarion 


drawn (rem the FW rleiagept Damiangs de | 
ag 


Goer,and 7o, Staliger, w 
Author in many particulars, 


ree with the 


Tranſlated by G, D. | 
—_ 


Prinred for Benjamin Bi ar che 
Priating- Preſs in -Bread-fireet, and- ar the 
ſame fGgn in the Piezge over againſt Popes- 


head-alley pear the 'Reyal Exchange in| 
Cornbitl, 1670. 
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ESDEDERESSS 
To the Worſhipful 


 bomas Windham Elq ; 


FJ Fre are the Travels of our 
Icalian Gentleman, that. 
10u have ſo long defired to 
ernſe in our Language, It is 4 tx» 
Hent deſcription of that Great Ems- 
re that is [0 ntar related unto us 
eligion, and nevertheleſs at ſuch 4 
fance from us, 1 hope it will full 
{wer your expettation, for you ſba 
nd in it moſt delightful paſſages, 
th an ex att account of the Man- 
ers, Laws, Government, and of all 
ther particulars in the Domuntons of 
thiopiazworrh the notice of an Inge- 
A 3 nous 
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now Trovellcr,. 11 may be that th 
{mall Treatiſe may meet with the i 
fortune which ſuch are 10expett 1hagt! 
thwart or diſapprove of grand def -? 
ſigns and fartious emerpriſes, 
matters" not what aſperſions may 
raiſed to datken its Truth,and hind{'s 
its appearance and credit; 1 hope tf 
probability of all the matter 6} relateM!, 
& that may be aiſogathere from oil 
Pt where it was *, publiſhed, withſ®® 

ate all envious Vaponrs,, 4 

= e Ethiopia to appear amongſt an 
- in its own ſhape and form, ON 
Gentleman had committed an att n 

retable to that Fadgment that 

ews in hs writings'10 putliſh thi 
pf # Kingdom ſo well known 16 m Y 
Fa of 1taly, / reaſon of the con 
| woal correſpondency that the Pris 
of it ds extertain by their. Fatty 
wh the Grand Neguz ) had the 
been any thing in hs Relation not 
lor untrue, His Book had not 9 

: 


hat univerſal applauſe 16 betwice 
ononred with the Preſs, had it not 
wind among ſt bis Country-men 4 rt 
prion ſwtable to its worth, Les the 
W-xatared and peeviſh minds, that 
oy £415 nothing but what they ſee, e- 
eem of this Tranſlation, and of the 
MF iginal as thiy pleaſe; 1 know Sir, 
at all ſober-minded Perſons as your 
Bf, will find both Cane and 
Frofit in the Reading of it ; however 
ould defire,that you will look upon 
eſe labours as a Confirmation of 
at Title that 1 ſhall alwayes covet, 
mean of 


—_ 


Sir, 


J Your moſt faithful and obs 
liged Servant, 
G, De 
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ESCRIPTION 
OF THE 
COUNTRY 

- OP 
recious John 3 


' Vulgarly called. 


TESTER FOAN.. 


He Empire of /£t | 
not inferiour to bapl 
geſtita- the World, we 
__ vaſt Continent that 


B Was 


(2) 

. was anciently, and fhogld be x 
under the Command of the 7” \Þ 
ful Heir. Ir contained above thigfn 

ry lar E Kingdoms , and nar 
fraittul Provinces well f ornifheiol 
with Mes, and Rored with' Rid 
Commodities z but the late uggjo 
bappy Wars wich the 

ho. have much wea chif c 

"Empire, andre ib 
a number, 12 

The Turks; the Gialas, 

King of "rm » the M 
and {; | 
this -P " TI 
diſ-membred the Provinces | 
Kingdoms- _e were ancientÞesr: 


| Jraperial Crna) Tha King of 
| 794ue and ' the reſt: have 
xd irof its chief Jewels and 
Praaments, fo that at prefent it is 
"MN Tr pſolargeyaorſo conlidera- 
gle as formerly it wa, Thecauſe 
theſe great Loſſes moſt+-be at- - 
 Fibuted' co the Covwardife and 
nexperience of the Inhabitants 
dre inchaable co Superfticion 
g wat-like feats ; to the 
gvericy: of Religion in which 
eſe Nations differ mich from 
| Abyſlias. The Turks and 
euls actoiheniopant 
, the: Ginles —_ of 
ine in the H [- 
le (which cannot cammly 
n che Chriſtian Tratt 
- ores. 
g ur anti y 4SAiNar elle 
rake th ner in{ornucly 
chay® 


(s) 

; wb limied on the North by 
* and the Mounrains' and 
Ac oakiar ſeparate them from E-. 

yprzon the Eaſt, by the Kingdoms 

Zanpgebars, Atans and Adel, 

Fhich he upon the red Seazoa the 

puth, the Provinces of Cafates 

d Fungi doſhutic, and on = 

Weſt this Empire confines —_ 

Gongo, Medreand the Blacks. 

| i and In-land Country I — 

WFſcovered: by my CIGAR and 

dw that I am ; ſo happil 

$ wy own Native ſeg ſo 

g ad rroubleſome a "Journey, 

\Spwe to my Country a Relation 

thoſe things that I bavelearned, 

ich I may ſay, _ any. knew 
much of this lace betore, as 

jc Reader ns d in this Book, 

1 the - year 1655. ſame Mer» 

ants of Florence were: pr 

{ailfor Alexandria, Ire 

adventure ' my ſeltin bt 

B 3 Com- Vf 


| (6). 
y Company, ont of a great defire tin 
j viſit the Holy- La ,and (ce one! 
rein places. I had then receive 
ſome diſcontent at home , whigo 
made me ſeek my ſatisfaRion gc 
broad; having therefore furmd$c 
ed my ſelf with large ſams of mg 
ney, aod a Man Servant,I embayha 
qued with them ina Dutch baja 
tom, and in a fortnights time w4t 
landed in that ancient City hid - 
Alexander had builr. The x gPpa 
was then very het in that plagst 
which obliged us to a ſhort ſv 
there. Some French Merchadi 
were then going for Grand CainfÞu 
an company perſwaded me Fxec 
rake fl 
[ 
a 


journey with them 
viſit che curioſities of thar lat 


City , I was not willing co 
that Road fo ſoon, for I deſirff6 
| ropay my devotions-ar 
pulcher of our Lord, but 
r{waſions of my friends fordPicl 


. (9) 
ne to leaye that Journey, uotil wy 
L-turn , becauſe we | could nor 
xd 4 fit opportunity totravel in- 
othe Holy-Land, I weatthere- 
Sore with the -French Merchanes 
$o Cairo, and..ſpeot , ſore days 
iere in viewing all the Rarines of 
bac Great City ; we. had .a light 
Jhere and in our way of mapy- An- 
quities which are ſo well known 
i&0 all the warld, that, I (hall not 
»Þ much a5. mepuon them. I bad 
ot been there a month, but a Ce- 
vas was preparing for the Red 
Sea. The:Breach Conſul; at whoſe 
iſpuſe 1 hy , cacouraged. meto 
, {ke that occaſion of diſcovering 
hoſe Parcs where Chriſtians of 
n Quay (cow + adyeruure 
lves z aſſuring me , (hat 1c 
Jould be warth my while: to ſee 
| hole remote places, and diſcover 
, Smething.ro the Chriſtian world, 
Ire Uich' was bot known befare, Ic 
B 4 hap- 


hapy &> that as (2) was medit 
upon'this jo journey”, an Hog 
came to the PoE houſe frd 
eruſulew, in journey - 
Au Ethnopia, intending to £ 
the ſame way as rhe' Caraves, 
cauſe it was the ſafeſt; This ac 
dent Ilooke upon 2s an invitat 
of providence amonyſt thoſe 
frican Chiiſtians that are- nor 1 
'known to our Northern Climatk 
Having therefore furniſhed il - 
ſelf with Moneys and Bills of 


—_— for fo F 
ſoughr' rhe aquaiatbnca of anc 


Abuns befor departure, Jan« 


? - 


o | 
* 


Ee ; 
was6 difficalty to obtain, ſotſ9=1 
was leirtied in the 114ljaw'Tong 1 
and well verſed in the manner YGc 
Cuſtoms of- the Franks ; be ON! 
a Man of a ſwarthy countenad] As 
| both pleaſant | and' grave, dffor 

high ſtature, about 60' year bh 


"7" oy 
oactend him, tor-he was not wil- 
Bing 'to diſcover ' himſelf amongft 
She T#rks, who might have mage 
advantage of him, by «obliging 
Aim to larger disburſements than 
ais Eftate could aflow: I was re- 
MFolved to accompany him into his 
gown Country,and'vifit the Courr 
' $of- the great Neguz ſo famous all 
mover the world; we therefore-en- 
paped our ſelves in the Caravas. 
1 -went. for an Jtalian pilgrim , 
zofe” Perſon is much: reſpeRed 
Smonegſt the Heathens themſelves, 
and leaſt ſubjet'to..the affronts 
Sand infults of ſtrangers, The 4- 
##4 was alſo in the diſguiſe of a 
Merchant, he had with him ſome 
Goods of a ſmall value, we began 
gour: journey in 'the moneth” of 
arch, and through ſeveral mif- 
} fortanes we arrived at the Porr 
$I Town of the Red Sea called Sxcx, 


| _ (16) 

«famous place for Trade, it is 

e ihto Arabis Ivdeſtan t of 
all other Countries of 4{«, Herflco 
A therefore 2 _ company. aff þ; 

chants of all Nations that. engro 

wry this ons which otherwiſg 
would be very unconfiderable, a 
isa City fortified with a Caſtlg 
2gd a Fort upon the mold as . bigh 
2s Piſ«. The buildiogs are lzen 4 
fitter for Merchants than Nobleq gz 
men; ſome are beautified; witl At 
black and white Marble cones 
wroughe, Here is a Synagogue at 
the Fews much frequented on il 
Sabbath day, here is alſo an / Idol; 
Temple for the Gentiles, but thellya 
poor Chriſtians have no other 
place appointed for their Devotiofor 
-= Ons, but their Chambers and Hou4Ci 
ſes. The «Absns found here ſomey 
Abyſſia Merchants, at wholefſen 
dwallings he was courteouſly re=Jkec 


ccived, and hogouraby entertaio-Jes 
edgy 


(11) 
Ui; they inviced me to ſhare 
ith him in their Hoſpitality , I 
ed their kind offer, becauſe 
* had no mind co ſeparate my ſelf 
"Mrom him, ſeeing my- deſign was 
So accompany him as far as hig 
urs Court, Here we rg 
Ugnaiped ſeveral months, becauſe 
ve beard of an Army of Terks and 
ealoors that were making an In- 
2Joad into the Territories of the 
Abyſs, we were adviſed to exe 
Iyþect with patience their return, for 
aÞtherwiſe we might have met 
hem in the way and been brought 
MDack into Captivity , our liberty 
$45 t00 precious a thing to be un» 
Tonaliderately ventured we there- 
Fore remained a long while in this 
YCicy expecting a fair opportuniy 
y to be gone. Ar laſt one pre+ 
eJented it (elf not unworthy of our 
cceptance, the Tarks Balbs of 


FZypt ſent an Ambaſſadour to the 
. | Pre- 
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2012) | 
Precious Fohw, who coming: Pill 
Swtz, we thought we could nff* 
meet with 2 greater happine&'P© 
we could be admitted into his' r@P 
tinue. We had ſome difficulty * 
obtain this favour , bat upon mhÞ*! 
offet of 200 Crowns, it was rePP 
dily granted. He took his leaw© 
of this City with a great Trai* 
and we accompanyed bw nvpc 
Mules, we paſſed chrougl manf 
different Soils , ſome fruitful, @®* 
ſpecially of Date-trees, others veP*® 
ry batren. The moſt part of of® 
way was over craggy MountainfP*« 
where nothing did preſent it ſeF*! 
to our view but wild Beaſts f 
diffetent from thoſe that I hay 
ſeen in Earope, We ' paſſe® 
through ſome inhabited Lan 
where very ſtrong Caſtles were &)- 
reted to defend the Count" 
from the enemies, the CAoors dif 
poſſeſs them, for this Nation ** 
dik 


(43) 
- Siſperſed all over this Gounty, 
ave found alſo ſome ſtragling 
+ Feats of Arabians that wandred 
Ap and down, we. met with - no» 
- bing remarkable,but Poverty and 
ehdiſery, that ſeem to bave taken 
e&p their Reſidence amongſt the 
Seople that inhabic iathis part of 
aj$he: world far. in the Country, 
FA heir diet is ſuck things as this 
;nÞarren habitation will afford them 
Fheir bread is a root, .their fleſh is 
"Ee happy kill, bei Cloaring 
nÞproclanms their needy condiuon, 
ſe$£.1s made of alarge leaf of a Tree 
F&hat grows inthe  Forreſts and 
IV aods, ncitheris-ic ſufficientt@ 
[e&over the back, ſo it hides the ps- 
ends homing they are abundante:; 
, &y contents for. that puipgle & 
rFcing is ty'd above their middle 
jF$unto which theſe leaves are (aſte- 

ned, {@ that like ſo many. Pen-, 
<f / * dants 


refidence, ſome of the ground 1 | 


(a4) 
dants they fall Gi and covit;- 
what nature teaches to wer ”, 
have one conv and advaiy 
e2ge which rhey enjoy above: offþ 
common e, as our | Princ 
and Oy 'of a beg, thi 
wear aot their Appare 

e often, almoſt 
Theſe raſcallyſorc of & 
nature hath broughc forth - 
| theſe mountains, — a 


pear unto us almoſt like Say 
chey did not willingly come ia c 
defirous: 


company, nor-are 
e their habitation, thevw | 
_ ou and their Memt 
warth 7 Fr 
mixt Arabian,not Ty ; 
ſtood but by thoſe that know al 
the dialects of that language;thoſ: 
that live in the fortified places arQur 
far more ſociable, they had choſe 
the moſt convenient ſeats for thei 


4 
- 


; (3) 
Wir: to $ow and Plow, and to feed 
te); We were admitted into 
::0f/ theſe: Caſtles that wase- 
Red in the paſlage of a mounrain 
ery Conveniently: © hinder and 
p the courſe of any enemy z the 
nh mander in'chief was & Moor, 
Ye teceived us with ſome expret- 
Sons of affe tion, bur before we 
eparred we were forced to0'pay 
ear for our emterianment ;"ren 
eDollers a piece, for that is # Coig 
Mar is currant over all the- wcrld. 
GWhe'Embaſſadour and thoſe rhac 
cid wait gpos hint were free, bur 
*Þx-all frangers/vbart did follow 
2 mn mp they wete' ob- 
uerurn back again, This letle Ty- 
Gat dar! parbered togetber'fome 
mbers of men,who lived 'thas in 
Sus difficult place ypon 2} paſſer. 
:8ers, forcing them roconribute rg 
: > haigtenance of their lazy:bg- 

| dies, 
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| '£26) 
dies. © There are many ſuch 
ple: that exa@& upon. AS 
Governors'for the T#:& do wink 
them, becauſe ac a certain-time' 
the year they fend a ſweer 
fume unto them,:a Purſe fail. 
Gald and Silver, and in confides 
tion of: this yearly; tribute-; cb 
ſuffer them to exaR,. chear-ar 
rob the poor Travellers and 'Me 
chanrs.. We advanced far into tt 
Country many. days. journey bt 
fore we came:tothe Tawrks Arm) 
they were upon their return:fro1 


_  pillaging| the- Chriſtians, ; the 


were laden with ſpoils and flaves 
They, made as mych haſte a4 the 
could in their ' march, for: the [Pr, 
cio Foby had gathered his 
cogether, and: was in the purſi 
of _ _ $h0z wn — 
incothe Country t 
habicants Genfla;; next - Defro 


_ ſo through A 


j 


up) .. 

I part of Dangali;-Wwe artived 

kt T 1a npontbe borders, The bo- 
Hug y of the Twks Army when we 


neagcc it was near a large lake full of 
» Der(KcCelCATL fiſh. The [people of 
nll efis- Country are ignorant: of all 
:dexg$nd of Arts, they bave not the 
oF: idreſs of fiſhing , with Bows and 
20-ag@tr0\ ;rhey ill Birds and Beaſts 
[Merp00 which they feed and Itves 
ro they own the Twks for their: Ma- 
y beE'$ againſt cheir will, This lake 
1 the _—_ of —_ aſſo, 
'fronfiich was lately c wed and 

--the' afrodbs Gre phe «£ ,the 

layes ; ole retain 'ſome Reliques of 
a cheriftizaicy, bur with -rhar- _ 

en (ce, that one can ſcarce di 

Jih chem from the Heathens 

gels irbe by che name, up and 

1 the. Country ſome ſorry 

ales are erected, fitter for wild 

sthan men. The walls are of 

2d and ſtones, the-roofs 'of 'a 

C ſort 
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(18 
fore of flender Cane 3nd; Re 
which grow near the water fi 
and in low places, the middle © 
is ſapported by a Pillar of we 
that ſtands in the huts, and ke 
che whole Fabrick from falling 
the ground, for this miferable p' 
ple arc. not acquainted with - 
Art of ArchireQnre. The Toy 
areeompoſed of this ſort of dw 
lings, there are not many of the 
bur' thofe that are , have cho 
the beſt Land for their {cituati 
neer ſome freſh waters or -lak 
for ogleſsR be in_thefe places 4 
ground is parched np all the 
long, bur during the. cime of 
Rins, In Egypr they never 4 
but in: Ethiopr« they are very « 
— about the month 
475 February, Such | 
Ln do pour dawn, 
no creature is able to abide wi 
out a ſhelter, ſeveral: parties 


> "029 

Reaiſbe Twks Army were ſtragling 
- fidgpand down, bur the main body 
- wogjtame up to them they were com- 
ecgtoſed of Horſe and Feot abour 
ling Qx thouſand,not able ro abide a 
le pedcombat with che Abyſfins;there- 

th uwuþre they thought upon nothi 
Towlſl hn ſafe retreat. They hat 
dwgundred the Country people 
neat were yet ſubjet to Prefter 
choſſeb», and had carryed men, wo- 
igen and children into captivity; 
lake ſad Gght it was unto us thar 
afre Chriſtians, to þehold our 
zgchren and our Chriſtian name 
f gmiſeradly abuſed by the enemy 
Chriſt, our A4b»»s could not 
yery Grain from tears, he laboured to 
onth fieve ſome of them, and to com- 
ach wit them in their affliction, but for 
yn, tht of diſcovering himſelf, he was 
de wif willing to expreſs too much 
arties Ff or kindneſs to them. The 
=_— 1 97""G Ems 


lak 
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(20) 
Embaſſadours credit ſaved 
jrom all affronts, we lodged t 
nights with them ; for during tl 
time they expected the comi 
up of ſome Troups that were 
co pillage, Itis the cuſtom of t 
people that border upon the , 

Mins, once a year te vHit th 
errjtories, tor they meet with 


conſiderable deal of rlander w 


lictle or no hazard. The Abyfl 
are more ſuperſtitious than w 
like, they have been renowned | 
Valour, bur at preſent they ; 
Cowards, they ſuffer every pet 
Nation that is daring to deſtr 
their borders , which 1s the fa 
chiefly of their Governors 

having ſo much Riches as tt 
have , ſo many M:nes of Gece 
and other confiderable Comr 
dities, they might allow a part 
fome war-like people to fight 

der their bangers , aud aflitt ct 


az 


(21) | 
ainſt cheic troubleſome Neigh- 
Ours, At preſent they have liccle 
communication with people of 
M"Jhcir Religion, which if they bad, 
"3 would be a mighty ſapporr to 
Tem and their mtereſt, When 
e Portugueſes were (ent with an 
yocoaſiderable party into thoſe 
with Dominions, the Abyſs/p Empe-- 
Jour felt the benefic of forrein 
Wccours, tor the enemy w:s bea- 
wn WEnin two batcels, and forc'd to 
ped $:.1d to the Chriſtian Valour. 
1 Pmongſt' the Priſoners ſeveral 
y PENoblemens children were ſeen, + 
deſtry,,> by their Meen and Garb 
ie fare diſtinguiſhable from the or- 
155 Jinary ſort. Theſe poorcreatures 
S ikere led to be ſold in Turky and 
- GOJther places as beaſts, and the 
-OMForſt is, they were to be forced 
Path renounce their Religion, Whac 
grief was it to their Chriſtiaa 
arents, to (affer ſacha loſs , to 
C3 have 
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(22) 
have their Sons and Daugheer: 
mongſt the Infidels ? This 
conveniency might be prevent 
did theſe In-land Chriſtians ki 


| a ſtrong Guard upon their c 


fines, or with a ſtout reſolut 
labour to drive theſe Robbers 
from their habirations, or lab 
to revenge themſelves, by car 
ing the War into their own La 
or by ſeizing on the Sea coaſt, 
the paſſages of the mount; 
that limit their Conntry , wh 
they might place ſuch ftrc 
Caſtles and numerons Guard! 
might keep the Twrksand AC 
from all ſuch attempts : I 
m_ we bave oy taken a vi 
of Abaſii« or /E1hiopia Superio 
and vj the "re ok wary e 
vernment, we may be betrer a 
ro ſee the canſe of theſe diſorc 
that happenalmoft every year 
ſome corner of the Land, oe | 

rne 


A 7 (23) 
heers Therefore ſpent ſome deys-in the = 
[bis Whiew of -our- Chriſtian brethren 


venteſhat were led inco Capuvicy,. we 
ns kegook our leave of them and-ot the 
ir cofwks Army, and maiched gn oar 
ſolutigpurney towards. a large Town of 


bers Sbe Kingdom ot T/gremaber called 
r labdBgſbes, it lies beyond a large Ri- 


y carryer that rans through Africa, it 
N xceives the tnbuce from other 
vaſt agwall Rivers, and then ic 'runs 
D2untagarough many Countreys gail it 


iſcharges ir ſelf into Nil, the 
ole of the Country call ic ia 


uardgpe wage Tog ſs: and others 
Maquekrabock, Were it not for this 
: Bfiver, it werenot poſſible to ſub- 
2 vigit in this In-land Country, bur ic 
periofivides it {elf inco ſo many bran- 
id Ces, and waters fo large a Terri- 
er alÞry, chat-no parc of ther Empe- 
ifordÞurs Country is withour ſome 
renchec that it brings unto ic, The 
HayÞountry round about did hear 
the C4 the 
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| (44) Wes f- 
the Marches of the eneqmes rag 
and fury, the Towns' wete bury 
ro the ground, the' people: eirt 


' Med or carryed inro'captivity , t 


land and-trees were nor. ſpared 
ſome 'places, . tor they had 

down a great'quantity- ro-taci 
rate their paſſapes over ſome R 
vers. Here we came into'a Con 


-try far more fruitful than any- 


ther T had ſeenin Africa, it 1 
capable of more -improvew 
did the Inhabirants $kill and « 
duftry anſwer the goodneſs of tl 
ſoil. I do not find bur this p 
might bear as excellent Fruits 
any other place of the world. 
heat of the climate quickens n 
ture in the production of all 
geratives, ſo that it is blefl 
with ewo Springs every year,or 
leaſt with two Crops of eve 
thing that is ſown or planted, 1 
leſs it be in. thole places tt 
. Wi 


(25) 


99 want the benefit of : water ,' we 


ur merhere with ſome fly ing parts 


if adventured alfi 


ot the Tarks Army ' riding apace 


after the - main body, for -they 
were/purſaed by feveral troops of 
the Lbyſiins, Thoſe thieves had 
oſt) near che, Im- 
petial Tents wikhont reſiſtance, 
not without conſiderable plunder 
able to reward ' them for their 


*J*labours; we procceded on our 


way about two leagues before we 
came to meet with the inhabitants 
of the vyro , the firſt were 2 


q party of -horſe-men very well 


mounted purſaing their enemies, 
they complained unto the Embaſ- 
ſadour of the Tak violences, we 
were afraid that they would have 
violated the Law of Nations upon 


' him, they received us with that 


rage ; the preſence of the Abuns 
hindred them from offering injury 
to his Perſon , Him they received 
with 


(#6) 
with all expreſſions of honour a 
kindneſs , and ſuffered ſome of 
them to return back to guard big 
the reſt continued! on their way, 
They overtook the Tarks at the' 
ford ofa lictle River very buſie: 
to get over their Captives and 
Goods, we heard that they fell 
zpon them with a wondertul fq-. 
and recovered much of the 
oils, killing great numbers of- 
them. They returned afterwards 
in triumph with mach honour, ha- 
ving (0 (ucceflefully eaconntred 
wich their enemies. In the mean 
whiles we proceeded in our jours 
ney towards the E of A4- 
beſsiz, who hearing of the X&bune's 
arrival, ſent {ome of his Court to- 
Complemene him - and bid him 
welcome;where eyer he paſſed the 
Clergy & people came to receive 
bim with more figns of kind- 
neſs than pomp, the R_— 
| ( 


(27) 
and of the people came to meet ng ap 
> off the cacrance of the towns, and 
img when we came within fight of the 
JI Emperours tents, he ſent all the 
he Court to receive the afbane, I 
J did carefully obſerve all the cere- 
i menies of Reception and Inftal- 
# ment, The Abp#4 as foon as he 
came within the tents, went to 
kiſs the Emperours Girdle, He 
was fianding ina ſtately tent e- 
retedin 'the middle ot the reſt, 
abour it was a large place much 
like tq a Market, where the 
Counrtiers ate accuſtomed wo walk, 
at the right hand is another very 
beautital, where the Emperours 
Wives and Concubines dwell, 
O-j| at thetop of the Princes rent is 
a | a Golden Crols with an 
: 


as 
holding it in his left hand, with a 
drawn Cymerer in the right, The 
LA buns went to change his habir 
4 and put op another, according to 
che 


SAM ND HTN 


F819 \-\ IE I 
the Abjſ::n cuſtom, It isa very 
fingular one, none bur the High 
Prieft hath the liberty to wear it 
for it is the badge or charaRer by 
which he is diſtinguiſhed from the 
other Papa's or Biſhops of that 
Country, and from the reſt of the 
Clergy , he was conduQed next, 
to pay hs reſpeas ro the Emp 
rour, he was inthe Kingdom of 
Belegnaze near a town very well 
opled and fcitaared in a plea- 


tant.plain called 1hro4h, about fi 
jeans itn: from the* Rive 


Tazaſ1i Thad the (atisfation to 


accompany the Abu»: , for h 
was a man of a very mild and kind 
ſpirit, very pleaſatit in company, 


= yrs and ſerious, he was led 
vr 


e Maſter of the Ceremonies} 
into the Inner room where the 
Emperour lay upon a curious Bed 
of White Cotton Bed with a 
lirge fringe of Gold , behind him 

ſtood 


029) 

Rood his naked Sword; and round 
about were the Lords of his Pri- 
vy Councel; above was a Canopy 
Jof cloath of Gold ,-with -green 
filk interwoven, the room ic ſelf 
J was hung with the ſame ſtuffe, aſ- 
i ſoon as the #194 enter'd the room 
J be kneel'd three times on the 
T ground, and then aſcended the 
ſteps to the Bed to perform his 
reſpeRs ; In the mean whiles' the 
Emperourroſe from his couch and 
half up embracedthe Abons, with- 
ing him much felicity in bis Em- 
pire, they diſcourſed fome time 
together, and then he was diſmiſt 
with all honour and civility, the 
Emperour was pleaſed to take ng- 
tice of his retinue, and particulg- 
| ly of my ſelf, I was allo acmirred 
| corke hononr of kiſſing his Gir- 
dle, a ceremony only due to the 
Prince, I followed the -Abungs, 
who received me into bis own 

lodg- 


(30) 

and would not ſuffer m 
whiles I was in that Country tot 
obliged to any other place tot my 
my Rexderintothe Imperial ten 3 
of Abeſsis, it is convenient that w 
ſhould take a view as from a gl 
place of all the inferiour orders © 
men, and of all particulars which) 
his curiofity may be inqui T1 IT a 
And firſt 


kg Emperour, 


He Em of the 46yſ- 
T:: ſows is a tugh] ene rey 
K. Fw ſubjeRs, becauſe 
fancy him-to be ay xt 'deſce 
m_— thetmbbend Religious 
King that firſt planted che Chri« 
ing Relip 2b9c9.Ca7 9 ruhgers 
as they are extreamly devored ro- 
ityſo nach, that rhey appear ale. 


moſt extravagant in many of cheir 
Pra 


IT) 
i | haye/no ſmall re 
to his Poſterity , who firſt 
hte them (che advantage of 
the Chriſtian Faith) Nane hath 
Icsh acceſs to him-ot hisfubjeRs unleſs 
weſj ic be upon ſolemn occaſions , but 
1 the. chief Ofhicers of bis c_ 
of when he 1ides or is carryed abroa 
LJ in aRoyal Throne, all his people 
J bims this throne is a kind of Se. 
I dan, but far more ftately, with 
Þ fieps aſcending to it made of wood 
gilt over, covered with Gold, itis 
carryed — ſhoulders, or 
derween four Horfes, the Empe- 
rour ap iniewih mach tate, 
and with more glory than.in any-0+ 
J ther ching thar] have feeny, He 
aever- ſtirs out of his tents ;, but 
$00 men do follow him at his 
heels, they ate. bis daily gnard, 
they (wear a Livery and a Habie 
diſtin from all other people, on 


their 
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their head a 'Sratler bonner. with 
three ' white plumes taſtned 7 
hind wich a*blew 'croſs on: 
ſhoolders, they have a par com 
venienct Coar [that comes downl 
cotheir middle, with a Girdle- . 


Saſh, over 'it-a''Roman' Mantle 
bangs, more proper for Stare 'thanſf 
aQon, the colour is green), (it 
Bot very long,'nor- troubleſome 
when they are obliged co anake 
wiſe, ny oY ſomerime 
ride, fom th 
raed yas _ _—— | 
requiresz or thavpurpoſe 
9-1 ready it :his' Stables -greac 
numbers of Horſes... The: Empe 
roars Perſon is whiter than 'any off 
his Kingdom, far: the uAbyſe | 
are tawny, 2 colour drawing! near 
to black. I never ſaw any others 1 
of his Relations or: kindred , but 
I hear they are all of the ſame c6- 


lour. The people interprec' thi 


_——  # | 
What + - 7 W600 7 BR 
chifo his advanrage, that God'by, this 
SF iſtinion, Hhach ſingled our that, 
ieFamily that is to Reign amongſt 
Sem, out of which they, always, 
vaſſbuſe cheir Emperonr,, their. cas 
tom is, hat tie ſhonld meyer mar. 
ef anc! he be crowned;then, with 
amhe confenic ofhis Nobles he chu- 
ach two Wives out of his King 
neflom, he entertains befides as ma+ 
kelly Concubines as he pleaſeth, 
hey are *always with .im in his 
its with all their DACLENOanR, 
onFFhe firſt Male-child” uſually. ſuc 
hEFecds' che Farher in his Kingdom, . 
acfſoon 2s the children are named, /* 
ey are carryed to a very delict- - 
otÞs place in the middle of a large 
atfountain called Amarak, where 


ar] ſtarcly Caſtle is built encom- + 


ersSſfled with the River Borohr, and 
vutFreifed with a*® ftrgng; ; wall. 
co-Mere they are kept with, the. 0+ 
thivFer precious things belonging to 

D the 


the Er mperout, lk [never 
anleſs i þ ir be in the Gard 
places of Recreation, with whi 


chis territory is abnadantly fi 
niſhed, and theo they ,never loc 
the ſight of their goveraours al 
—__ when the Fatheris de} 
the chief Officers of the Empilf 
come ro this place, and unleſs « d 
eldeſt be uncapable of the honog! 
they take him to ſucceed in 1 
Fathers room. If there be. 
Sons, the eldeſt Daughter. crak 
the Scepter: During taeir Facthaſy 
life, they are kepr hereas ina 
raglio, tolearnall exerciſes prc 
ro Sick Sex and age, They, 
raught the Hebrews and Arabilfe 
rongues, humane Php r 
che Principles of Chriſtian Rt 
ion, Here is for 'that purpol; 
', large: Library gf above cen thally 
_ fand Volums all in Mavuſcrig 
* ſome cold me that they bad thlp 


Saves in the time: of 4 
Phanicians afterwards, 


Learned of all Apes. 


of the </Zeyprias leaf called Fpy- 


aw , and” others made 'of old 
WT Parchment that did bear rhe 


rks of -antiquicy. I a5k'd' the 
an Officer char led mein ro 


all ſee the curioſities, how they did 
oy to! preſerve; the Books ſo many 


ars from cbaſuming; he told me 


MF that they do - uſually rranſttibe 
them when the leaves are worn 


or likely to- decay , and that fot 


JF that inreat there are ewenty three 
\(FPerions appeinted with 2 good 
0108 nintenance for them by the for- 
10 mer Emperours, their imploy-+ . 
1pYmeac Now fp tranſcribe by: = 


py our the books char age rhrea-. 
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tens ſpoil «hey have nor tl 
Sas ar uſe.of Printing, for was 
mpication with their E 
= en, Hither are alſo ſer 
5X Noblemeas ſons of. thi 


keep company with th 
mpfebak d, and ro receive with 


b- the inftrutions which thi 
e 9 i: way 3 for bere..j 
ained '/a Learned Biſhoglh 
Wi = — ir ur. ar. Prieſts thy 
havgthecarge a 6 ONO 
PTS; 2I6 hilqren, that. arg 
apWicred m thei eyſtody, Tha 
1, Governor of che. Caltleþ 
rleer of, the, Diocels 
oy am. of . dmprazzere is. .his Pali 
lice a96 place of abade,.he ſel 
Fn to, Court, . The. Empe 
Ke vilits this place ONnCEA yeg 
with his Wives. W hen. be. is cb 
ſens, £nall his brethren, accom 
pany him to his COEORgrion; | 
Beeat lemaicyio this place as wel 


. 


| 


OPT FTE 
;Santm/ the "Males 
overn Provinces , the Maids 1 
diſpoſed of ib Mariageto Weble. 
men, who eein6ily expe his 
icftime as an opportunity. tg advance 
hithemſelves by fuch- ar” alliance. 
ie Emperonr 1s fitſt &owned 
yith thorns before he pits ot: the 
| Imperial-Diadem, i in miftation of 
out Saviotir, or ro expreſs the 
rot ibleſome employment that he 
bs ro undertake.” The #buvz puts 
e och opon hi$head, in the place 
a@&ppoiticed forthe devotions b rtic 
people in the preſence” of *aff the 
| lity ofthe” f Coun Ar Fae 
>eSitne rhe Priſons ar £5 x 
Fbouſand flaves ate d' at 
e Emperoars charge, 'nd the 
W0or are telieved, 4&ions thar' be- 
ome a Cticiſtian Emperour, be- 
(Fides a great Feaſt is kep GL 
plays with aff = ” 'that 


pF; - + SR 
becomes ſo CN rjocs.ond 
large a Fortune and great Rey 
\ nue.. The -preſent Emperoy 
name is Abraham, he'is 2 you! 


man about rhirty.years of age, bil 
Meen is comely and pleatant, bl 
body is ſtreight 2nd tall, the fe 
rures of his face are. very w 
proportioned ; ſothat he paſſe 
fora great Beauty amongſt the; 
his eyes are quick and . large, he 
much delighted with the ſport | 
hunting the wild Beaſts, for th 
intent he keeps excellent Hork 
and great Maſtives that are ftetc 
out of »doflax and Arabia, thi 
chief Officers . that are near | 
Perſon, are his B:ſhar, the Lieutg 
nant General of his Armies , t| 
Zorosh,the Treaſurer and ſupa * 
intendaat of his  revenuesz Ul 
Bikir,the grand , Marſhal of 
Kingdom who is alſo the [i 
pream Judge of Aﬀairs of con't 


9) 

-quence; the ay the Secretary 
of State; Diribarvah Negas, the 
Captain of the Guard, or preſer- 
yer of the great Emperours Per- 
ſon; Satyrheb is the Chamberlain 
of his Houfhold; the Graſbew is the 
keeper of his Horfes ; ſeveral o- 
ther Officers-are in his Courc, 
whoſe names I omitz when they 
come to their Emperour they 
bow their knce three cimes to the 
ground. "The Embaſſadours of 
the Infidels do never receive the 
7 onour of ſpeaking to him, but 
oi they are dealt with by the media- 
tion, of ſome ' appointed for that 
7 purpole, The A&bon4 is much 

reſpeted at Court z 'what he 
ſpeaks, is received by all asa Law. 
” former Emperonr was a man 

J of War, bur this is: is a Peace- maker 
to his own prejudice, agd that of 
his Subje&s, He hath rhis good 


quality, that he is ſevere againſt 
D 4 all 


| 


= — 
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.all vices, aj inf Swearing. 7 
_Drugkengels, oc. He is. iLLer & 
fie upon 2 peaceable;Throne thay 
ro govern one chat bath, {01 many 
watchfnl enemics about. it as hy 
hab... s very inquiſitive int 
all Aﬀairs, be ſuffers: none to; be 
diſpatcht withour his [RA ke 28 
He js, not. eaſily, over-ruled 
Caunce), bur ſticks faſt to his c NI 
opinian and reſolution, lometia 
to his Le he is very Relig 
| ons, and a great obſeryer/of tt 


Cer ge of his. Church, . 
io 5 0 pg 


args Appear, with 

nan by, Fa | 
mo if b, pens that all aboutf - 

him look. ſq {erious 19,their Reli . 
pou Gavin, and ſbezy. leſs. pra 
ane(s, in, their Praftiles,, theif 
Priaces.., EE enCONrage 
them, If a any be nam hourd's | 
he is.. cereain to be <4 as 
ſoon a5. the. tame bach po 'd bis 
|  Ma- 


( Al . 
Matters gar. ka favourite 
ofthe Emperour,ooe char atrend- 
ed on him contigually , was fa- 
ſpeed ro have ſome familiarity 
with anothers Wife', the ſu(pict- 
on was blown by' ſeme envious 
perſons into the Emperors ear, 
who preſently ſent for bim ,'2hd 
diſmiſſed! him” bis ſervice. This 
good ſeverity canferh | his 'Lzws' 
t0- be: well es. Dig this' 
Emperour know: as well how ito! 
dealwith bis enemies, as he dorh' N 
know how to:govern bis Subjects,” 
he' wauld be as 'maich ' feared” a- * 
broad 2s he is reverenced at home,” 
- and all: his Neighbours wonld 
ſtand in aw of him, doubt not 
but the Empire of Ethiopia would. 
be -again reſtored t6- its former | , 
- Greatneſs, conld he ' bat as well- 
| manage a Sword as a.Scepter, But - 
thaeweakaeſs is to be'attribited* 
to the'»manner and 'pJace of his / 


Educa- 


(42) 1 
Education, he hath been ſhut with+ 
un the narrow limits of a little: 
Territory anto which he did cons: 


fine his ambition when he was: 
produced inthe world his larger 
fortune did not increaſe his pre-. 
teations, but being content to. 
., What he then enjoyed;the increaſe. 
was look'd uponasa ſauperfluity, : 
beſides this manner of Education ' 


weakens the ſpirits that ſhould 
have a tompals anda larger ſcope 


—— 


to a& than a narrow mountain or © 


a (mall Territory, He was there 


. oaccuſtomed to a Pedantick life, ' 


that he. knew not how to handle 


the helm of Stare,and a& ſapream * 


in the bufineſs of the Empire. 
His Governowrs I conceive did ſo 
domineer over him, as it is their 
cuſtom, that he was ignorant ia 


any other thing but how to obey. 


As therefore our Countryman 
Hachievel wilely adviſes, let the 
| Prince 
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TIT 
Prince that is DG hccned his Fa- 
ther be nurſed up in the Camp, 
and in the midſt of bulineſs a. * 
mongſt men. of courage and reſo- 
lation, that he may take impreſ. 
fions ſurable to the employment 
he is to have.in_ the world , for 
were a Prince to-judge of a propo- 


. ſition of Diviaicy, or tro compoſe 
a piece of Latine or Greek, I \./ 


would then ſhut in the wandring 
thoughts of his youth, and not 
ſuffer them to ſce the world: a-. 


| broad: but ſeeing he is to:com- 


mand men, father than Schollars, 
and to compole thoſe Aﬀairs up. 
on. which depend his Subjects 
quiet and bappineſs, I think tis 
wiſdom to train him yp according-, \/ 
ly, and let him ſce the face of / 
Couldiers as well as of Pedants, a 
Gun and a Sword as well as 
Books, that he may not only be 
a Maſter, buta King. My buſineſs 
is 


Fe 


isnot' to  enling? 096k the! noni] 
| of Education prope W a Pri 

only Tt: hehe of e Uefa 

I'h wo mark'd i ape mo 
bringiti up their young s Noy: | 
Os he Perſon that'is to,wear'! 
Crown, that if theſe 'Menioirs : 
have che happinels to tall into' che 
| wg of any of 6g Princes 6f 1- | 
| 7 they fo) fot, make wel it * 
Children fo bookiſh thar they 
not he able, to: -handle a ebnd 
This piblent En perour of Ethis..- 
p#4 is. the moſt} Eearned of all his 
\ Dotninions., he,  Tpeaks' Arabich, | 
\ Perſian Hbres/ a many ,orher | 
S; Emguages ; he 15 read un Pn, 
ſophy, 10 ARtoloy F#1He it" 
fr contemplacion an for ad! 


w ;, 
L , Z ” , | 4+ 34 'S of li 
- " : - 
() Md % , | | 2 


( | 
1-of the Imperial Court, 


I Nder . fo Religious and 
| Learned a Prince we: may 


4 _- or Courtiers of the ſame 


I greater; with impritonment and: 


temper, for although ſome -'may 
tollow-their inclinations, it is com4 
moan to ſee them frame themſelves 
accqrding to their Princes will'and 
gilpofition, Never. 'anyy Court 
was. !bettet modelled. ' Solomes 
frgm whom this -Emperour gives 
out, tQ bave derived - his Pedigree, 

did, never order his. Houſhold ina 


more: excellent. manner. Every 


Officer-is, to. be - dil igentin his 
Place, i any be careleſs or cor- 

rupt, the Sherzabewr, the Comp- 
trolexs and Officers appointed ro 


take notice 0. all miſdemeanourgg 


leſſer: oftences are puniſhed with 
the diſcredic of, lofing the place, 


lols 
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loſs of Eſtate and life. . The Ne 
«z himſelf is ſo ſevere, thar lates 

fy at the requeſt of his Mother t& 
would not pardon a Kew wk 
one of his Arrendants, when be 
had killed a child of an In 
our birth pi Parentage, but c " 
ſed him to be forthwith baniſhed 
ourt.of his Territories. 
"wo des the Biſhops that wait 
the Court, here are ten 
lains, Miniſters of the lofe- 
riour Orders of the Clergv, wha 
doon the Sabbath day expound 
before the Emperour in their 
ruras, ſome Text of Scripture aC- 
cording to the ancient manner c 
the Fews who had their Synago« 
gues, where the Law was read' 
and explained to the people every: 
weck, The Saturday is the day' 
appointed in this place for publick | 
Devotion, - The . manner  ob« 
ſerved at that time, I fhall ſet 
dowN 
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downin its place all Orders 'of 


men do reſort to their Churches 
ro aſſiſt in the ſervice of God. 

In the Court are entertained 
all che Princes ſons that have any 
dependency opon this Empire g 
when they come of age whiles 
they are young , they are kept in + 
the Caſtle of Amars, and there 
brought up with the yovog Em- 
perorza policy not unuſeful ro this 
Stare, forby this means they are 
taught betime to know and re- 
ſpe&. their future Prince, and 
when they are of age to manage 
and govern the Aﬀairs of their 
ſeveral jurisditions ; , they are 
more faithful ro his intereſt, for 
whom they have had a kindeſs 
from their Intancy , for nothing 
nouriſhes love ſo much as an early 


| 2cquainrance; and nothing lays a 


betcer foundation to a ſincere 
friendflup and loyalty, as a fami- 


llaricy 
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larity, from their render | years; hi 
They are there ranght ro honour th 
and reſpe& the Emperours ChiliYit 
dren, ang he is allo obliged roaFſ be 
loving correſpondency with them; tt 
But aſſoonas they come of ape, || b 
the Emperor ca)lschem to Court; ht 
and- there they are further in«" F 
ſtructed and tutored before he th 
commits unto them their Farhers iv! 
Eſtates and Kingdoms, This ob-\ot 
liges alſo the Parents to ſtick cloſe Y bt 
ro the Emperour, for their ſons bf 
are. 2s pledges in His Court of J bi 
their fidelity and obedience, - © "Yin 
. The Emperovr is not ro dwell} lo 
in any houſe, nor to make any | 
reitdence in any Town, for they | 
look-upon it as beneath his Grar:- ! 
deur 'to be confined within the Þ bi 
Walls of any habitation;zand they ; 
judge” it nor conſiſtant with the Yn 
- benefit of the publick , thar- one Þ he 
place ſhould conſtantly enjoy Je 
him ' 


* » Aa. 
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him ; therefore it is provided by 


IF the Scatute Law of that Nation, 


a that the Prince ſhall nevet ftay a- 


bove four days in any Town, fyr 


J that reaſon , wher' | he hath 
J been beateh by his Neighbours, 
J he ſhut not ap himſelf in Cities or 
J Fortrefles, but ſaved himſelf into 
\F the remoteſt and Deſare places, . 


where hone did offer fo ſeek him 


Yor, or ro adventure themſelves 


but the wild beaſts. The People 
from 


Yof che Country that hol 
J him ll cbeir Lands and Tene- 


Fincors, do never ſuffer him to be 


Yong is that diſtreſs, bar chey flock 
Jabout him otic of a fear to loſe 
J the cight or ptivileges of bis pro- 


FteRion, (© that if he loſeth one 


J batrel and his people be deſtroyed 
JF wbiles there are any remain 

Jin the Land, heis able ro make 8 
JF head againſt the enemy, for all are 
Joblige 


in ſuch caſes to appear in 
Arms 


(50) OY 
Arms from ſixteen years old } 
fixty, unleſs fickneſs doth furni 


them with any reaſonable excuf 


There is one practice remark 
ble in this Court, every morgij 


all the Officers of the Negus ( 


pay their reſpes unto him abg 
eight a 56, 


but to ſomething char repreſeq 
it, In the pyory onto ir ( 
Emperonr is a couch. of St 
ſtanding nnder a glorious Cane} 
upon three ſteps above the con 
is a Golden Scepter richly-{ 


with precious Stones and Pe: 
ie commonly leans againſt t 
hanging.of the room, Before t 


enipty feat are always waiters 
obſerve all that omit co pay the 


daily homage. Ir is the duty 
_ every one to preſent himſe}f, at 
kneel three times to the grout 


betoreit every morning M 


the Emperour be there' or — 


not to his Perſa 
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The &4byſcins never fiir theit 
hats, not diſcover their heads, but 
in the Churches ae their devyori- 
ons, then they obſerve the pra- 
Qice of all other Chtiſtians. Le: 
ſer civilities are paid only with a 
bow of the body, and an inclinati- 
on of the head, holding the right 
hand cloſsto the brealt ; greater 
reſpets are expreſſed with the 
bow of the knee, the kiſſing of the 
girdle or the thigh, and of the 
ground npon- which - the perſon 
that we intefid zo honour walks, 

Women are rarely ſeen a- 
taongſt the men at Court, {y 
s have a private place unto whic 
hone is admicred but the Abupe, 
and ſome of the moſt Religious 
Perſons, They have Eunuchs thar 
= wiic upon them, uſually Blacks 
a they appear at the Churches , bus 


a ina place ſeparated from the reft. 
od Sometimes when the Emperout 
| E 2 will 


« $2) 
will ſhew his Grandein and baps 
pineſs to his Courtiers , he ſend 
. tor his Chief Queen, who muſt i 
app.ar in-all the State and Glory 
that her Taduſt:y or Beauty cap 
roduce, ſhe is received by thy 
Gs with ſome expreſſion 
of kindneſs, and then ſhe is ad: 
mitted to fit down. on his right 
hand, for the left is the place x 
honour i In aA baſsia, ©. 
Once every year he hath 1 
great Feaſt kept at Court, wit b 
wonderfyl expreſſions of joy, its 
the day ot the Emperours Birct 
It is the cuſtom that the Neeusl .- 
ſhoald give entertainment to all 
that will be pleaſed ro accept of 
his kindneſs, be is the next day 
after requited with Preſents a 
the moſt conſiderable Perſons © I: 
his Court, 
This Imperial Court is nevel 
fixed tn ys one place, but Mat 
wv 


| (53) | 
IH ches with the Emperour, pou 
a4 6000 Tents do always pitch a- 
"af bout him,in ſuch an excellene 
order, that in a moment, from the 
I farthermoſt rent one may come to 
| that ofthe great Negws, where a 
: ſtrong guard watches about his 
Perſon day and nigat. The Soul- 
ij diers of the Kings guard are very 
© neatly attired, and well furniſhed 
| with Bows and Guns; they are 
# mixed ar preſent, fince the uſe of 
Powder was introduced amongſt 
# them þy the Portugueſes, 
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Of the Government, 


He Emperour hath ſeveral 
great Kingdoms that ac- 
4 knowledge his jurisdition, and 
a {evenor eight crowned heads that 
J are under him ; His name is Giam 
"'B9g Belal 


'* "O08 f 
Belugy that is , Preciow Giops £ 


Fohn, a name of the ſame ſignify 
cation as [lluſtrious Serenus, Ex 
cellent, &c. Titles tha We givg 
to our Princes. When he wrucy f 
this i 15 his ſtile, ' 


F 
In the name of God, the Fatht 
Almighty, Creator of Heaven 4 
wh of things viſible aud 1nvifible 
” "be nent God the Sou Feſaj 
Chriſt, who « the ſame with the F4 
ther from the brginning of the worl 
Light of Light, true God of true God, 
end in the nave of God the Holy 
Spirit, who « alſo « lrving God pro« 
ceeding from the Father, | 


{ This Letter yau ſþall receive 

from a mighcy-Kiog, whoſe name 
the Lions do reſpeR, by the gracy 
of God I amcall'd Athani Tinge 
bib that is, the Incenſe of the: 
Vice 


35 
xd Vicgin,the ſon of K.D avig,the ſon 
if of Sr/omon, the Son of the Ki 
x by che hand of Mary, the Son of 
vell New aceording to the fleſh, & the 
ſon of S. Peter,8 S. Panl,according 
FJ tograce, the beloved of God, the 


2F Pillar of the Faith, who hach'ea- 
& ken upon him the name of A4br4- 
i he-w Emperour of the Great and 
I upper Ethiopia, and of- large 
Kingdoms and dominions, Kin 
if of Xo4,of the Cefates,of Fatigar, 
eAncote, of Baru,ol Baligange, of 
Adea,of Yangee,of Goieme,whiere 
is . Nilws ſource of Damaraa, of 
Vagwemetdri of Ambea,of Fagne, of 
Tigremahan, of Sabaym,the Coun- 
try of the Queen of S«bs, of B«- 
aes, and Supream Lord as far 
3s Nubis that confines upon E- 
gypr, 8c, Many Titles and King- 
doms are heapt together to ex- 
preſs his Grandeur, at preſence he 
enjoys but the Titks alone of 


E 4 many 
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OT: main faithful ro him , ſomerimey 
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many of thoſe Kingdoms, whileg 
others do eat up the reverſion; 
even or twelye of them dorg 


the [nhabirants are diſturbed Yy 
their war-like Neighbours , but 
they could never be ſubdued by 
any other Prince, for his ſake they 
endure the loſs of their Goods 
Eſtates , Children, and oft rimef 
they are driven into extream Pos 
vt becauſe they cannot leav 
their lawful Prince; bur they wr 
alſo renounce Religion with hing 
before they can be accepted of 
by their enemies. 

This" conſideration ties chem 
faſt ro the Negvs intereſt , and 
obliges them ro be moſt faithful 
unto him notwithſtanding all their 
loſſes. 
| The Government of this Great 
* Prince, is partly Arbitrary , and 
partly Subject to the written 

Laws 


*- Ao 


"S375. 
Laws that are contained in two 
Volums, written as they ſay by rhe 
Apoſtles themſelves. The fuſt 
they call Manide, the other they 
name Abethils, they comprehend 
the Rules of Goverament , rela- 
ting toright or wrong z they tur- 
ther obſerve much ot the politick 
Law of M(ſes,which he command. 
ed the Fews. In thoſe other oc- 
calions of which theſe Books are 
filent, the Emperours or the 
Judges pleaſure and reaſon paſſerh 
tor a Law. . The firſt Books called 
Manida and Abethil, are full of 
- moſt excellent Rules and Statutes. 
Some wiſe man of that Empire 
compoſed them for ro dire& the 
Prince in the execution of his Of- 
fice: and that they might receive 
more credit, he cauſed ' ir to be 
bruited abroad, that theſe books 
had been found in the ruines of the 
Church where St. Lycanon, who 
| | was 


HASHA.; AAS; 
* was'ſent into Erhropia by St. Phi4 
lip the Apoſtle, did teach and 
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_ had been compoled by the - 
Diſciples of our Saviour afſem-,. 


bled together in a general Coun-. 


cel. Afſooa as this religious lye 


had been divulged, every one was 


Ceſirous to ſee and hear the Cons 
rents of this Book, when they ſaw 
therefore that the matter was an« 
ſwerable co the fame of it, they 
began really ro credit it, ſo thar 
they do as religiouſly obey the 
commands of theſe Books as the 


Goſpels, and the word of God, 


When the Emperour dines or 
| ſops, ſome ſmall portion of it is 
read before himafter the Mabick, 
, which in this country is very plea 
ſant and grateful co the ear, more 
than in any other place out of 7- 
taly, although the inſtramencs 
ppon which chey play be not like 
Ours, 


: The . 
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The Emperour hath one Judge 


called Biksr ever all ' bis domini- 
ons,to judge of matters of right or 
wrong ,under him are the Sedb:- 
d1e's,provincial Judges that are to 
give up an account ot theic aQions 
cohim, rhey are often removed 
at the leaſt complaine, and others 
placed in their rooms. Ic.is a great 
diſgrace to receive a bribe, c 
all do follow the dictates ot reaſon 
ia pronouncing their ſentences, in 
proportioning the penalties accor- 
ding to the nature and hainonl. 
els of che offences. Theſe Judges 
ve only a power over the peo- 
ple, the Clergy and Monks have 
other Officers and Snpctinten- 
dants that do judge of their| mat- 
ters. 

Beſides theſe inferiour Judges, 
every other year the- grand Mar- 
ſhal or Supream Bikir ſends men 
into leycral Provinces to hearken. 
afrer 


(66) 


#fcer the behaviour, and examine 
the 'deportment of the Judges, 
It, any be found guilty of any 
crime, he is ſeverely puniſhed and) 
ſhimetally thruſt out of his Of- 
fice wah a mark of Infamy, that 


renders him incapable of having 


. any -publick employment in this: 


Conntry.. Such ſeldom remain 


there long, for the ſhame and oh- 


loquy ot che people forces them 
to he gone and ſeek other habita-» 
tions in a remote Country, The 


Bikir harh alſo his Lieutenanrs, ' 


Itke anto our Colonels,diſpoled 
of in all the dominions of grand 
' Negnz, each Lieutenant gives him 
account of all the men he is able 
to provide for the ſervice of the 
Prince in caſe of neceffity, and he 
governs the people, keeps all 
things in order, afſiſts the Beky. 


and all his inferiour Officers in the 


execution of their Ofhces , when 
they 


et! 
tl 
u 
(s 
| 
t 
t 

| 
| 


| 


* (61) 
they are requir'd;tor that purpoſe, 
they have ſo many 'men _ready 
upon all occafions to obey their 
orders; theſe receive a continual 
ſalary from the” Emperour , al- 
though chey -are otherwiſe em- 
loyed in feveral Trades; Arethe 
| feaſt fummons they affemble ac 
the Rendezvous, and follow their 
Leaders , who by this means 
keep all the Country in awe , and 
appeaſe the tumults and difarders 
that may happen amongſt a mix- 
ed multitade. 
In the time of the Wars, theſe 
Lieurenants of diſtin& places -ga- 
ther the:r men together at the 
place appointed , and then march 
with them according to order, u- 
 ſually ro the place where the greac 
Neews is himfelf,toguard 2nd de- 
tend his Perſon, They carry with 
them their Proviſions and Viaue 
als proportionable ro the nme 


appoin Ge , 


") 
appointed for them to ftaz 
Arms. Theſe officers have place 


allotted to them for their mainte' f ; 


nance by the Emperour, who i 
Lord and ſole owner of all rb# 
Land within his great Empire. Al 


= 


he will require pred ont 


ces for to recompence them fot 
the pains ann take in his ſervice; 


All the people pay the tenth parc. 


ofall fruits ro the King, that Re- 
venue bel to the Crowi:they 


always pay the tribute and taxes. 
in the Commodities of the Coun- 
try, in Salt, Gold, Silver, Corn, 
: Hides, Elephants Teeth, the horn 
le, the yr covene] ſlaves and ſuch 


' Now this manner of Govern- 


none ts only tn the Territories, | 
more. 


e are but his ſlaves, their 
and goods are his whe 
perſons 
more eminent than the reſt he 
appeints certain Lands and pla- 


_— ... : 
2 more itnmediately fubjeR fo the 
of Neevz, the ochets, where tributary 
28. Kings do Reign, are not thus ſab- 
je@ ro. his power, the Kings = 
no account of their ations to him, 
or to his Officers, but on Bang 
ſoyeraigns in all their jucisdictions, 
cauſing money to be ſtamp'd in 
their names, tribures and cuftotns 
to be levyed according ro the 
ublick wants, diſpoſing of all of- 
ces and places within their ter» 
. ricories at their will. hoc 
Of late they bave brought” in 
ſtamped Coin, which before was 
not known in this Empire. The 
name and titles of the Negwez is 
Printed in one fide, and a large 
Crofs on the other, witch fomeg 
CharaQers ſignifying that he'is z 
defender of the Crols, There ate 


et ſome little pieces of Gold; 
aſs and Iron, with Pepper , and 
all other Merchandiſes, that ſerve 


\ inſtead 


ſend of CES the alacesli 
com, the Imperial. Court, an 
where. Ceia.cannot fo caſily b 

cained nor made, . Thoſe that 


e fognd guilty of ctimes, are noÞ 


are 

byguoeply puniſhed with deathy 

(they ute to deprivg, them.  tortY_ 

their offences, of, ſome, of .cheir'Y t 

Limbs) of .chgic, eyes, hands, ors 

feer, forcing them. ro. a continual 3] 
| ſufferance the reſt of their days. 1; 
It. any... commit facriledge , be is} in 
burnt without mercy if the firez | tc 
and thoſe that murder , by their. 
Law areco loſe their lives, unleſs” 
the; Prince will mitigate- the ps | 
niſhmear by a perpetual priſon or 4 
baniſhment, oth 
, .Inthe Manda are ſeveral prone 
Srarures, amongſt che reſt , tharif 
a Prieſt be guilty of any crime, as © 
of 'myrder, of pcrjury, adultery, * 
&c. he is to be puniſhed in the 'Þ ti 
fame manner as the reft of the | fit 

GE os. peo. 
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qropeth that he is tobe called be- 
ore the common Judgeafcer thac 
the Biſhop hath notice of the fac, 
andthar both together are to pro- 
nounce the ſentence that he de- 
Y ſerves without any mercy, 
F - Ic is commanded in that book, 
Y thas-2 h Secular and Eccle- 
ſiaſtick pertgns are ro abſtsin from 
F 2)! carnal Copulation during the 
J ſpace of twenty foeur.hours nexc 
F immediacely betorethey encer in- 
F cothe Churches, / 

JF . Thereis inica very wholſome 
'F Law that concerns the good of 
F the publick: It is char two times 
;' every year there ſhall be an AG 
'F ſembly called of the moſt Reve- 
F rend and Eminent Perſons of the 
[F Nation to conſult of the - Aﬀairs 
1 ot che Charch, and eſtabliſh Law 

{| according- to the occaſions an 

1 times, That then the 4b»ns ſhall 
{| fit as Preſident with the Empe- 
P rours 


£66) 
rours chicf Mn and that of th che 
Clergy and Fryers, there thall 
called our of all parts to hal 
Decrees tor the good of the Env 
pire,* ? is © 1 
Adulterers are puniſhed with 
.ceath in this manner. The Man 
and the Woman are ſtripe naked 
and ry*d up by the legs to ſor 
high tree, where they” are to 6 
mainto feed the Fowl of the a 
until cheir bones and fleſh fall tg 
the wones It is no- Iefs thay 
death to.touch chem, 'or to offer 
co ſhew favour to their dead Car 
kafſes. By this exemplary pany 
ment of -thele offenders , 
grow-more wary how: they vol 
ture to defile their Neighbour 
Bed, and Women are not ſo free 
of their Taites as amongſt outy 
jealous 1tal/ans, Men in this Cour 
my pretend nor fo much Courts 


ſhip and' SLERUnY , and Women + 
| dare 
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If . dare not countenance the declara- 

if tions or paſſion of a ſecret Lover. 
Cuſtom here teaches women as 
much privacy as in any other 
place, but not with thar iricueſs fs 
thac might render them ridicu- 
lous, but they_abuſe. it not as 
other people do,the betcer to hide 
their foul aRions , and the meet- 
jogs of their Gallants, There is 
more innocency in the behaviour 
of the women; as much modeſty, 
but leſs craft and ſubulcy; as much 
freedom, bur lygtle debauckery. 
., Murder is n0 le(s hateful in this 
place, it hath a puniſhment allot- 
red to it nol lefs grievous: The 
murderer that knew how to de- 
troy others, is forced to deſtroy 
himſelf alſo; in this manner a 
Sword is put into his hands., and 
he is laid upon @ large piece of I- 

+1 con flar, as long and as broad as 4 
tans body, it is ſupported with 

F 2 four 
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four feet under it, a gentle flame 
is entertained that heats it, and 
puts him by degrees to cruel tor- 
ments, the pain & rage forces hiny 
ro thruſt the weapon into his own 
bowels, by that means to deliver 
himſelf from che unmezciful fury [| 
of the fire, and abridge his tor» 
tures. This kind of death tis pras 
Riſed in T1gremahon and Angore, iti 
other places, the murder 1s exed 
cuted in another manner, they fle 
him alive, and cut-his eye lids,and 
then they expoſe him to the Sug 
in that raw. condition in ſome e- 
minznt place, rubbing him ovet] 
with honey to invite the Bees and 
W-:ſps'to teed napon him, This 
kind of death is the moſt inhys 
mane- that I ever beheld, The 
painis both grievous and tedions, 
' death creeps upon them by de 
grecs, and fuffers them not ro dit 
til] they have endured a world eff co 
- miſery, Theſ 


(69) 

The Noblemen and -Grandees 
of the Court that offend the Ne- 
£uz, or commir any other crime 
worthy of death, are not executed 
in the common manner, nor in the 
pſual places appointed for that 

| purpoſe. There is in the King. 

dom of Demaet a high Mountain 

pacurally well fortified with a 

ſeep ridge of hills on every fide, 

a narrow paſſage leads pp to the 

top, where a Caſtle is erected 

kept by the Souldiers of the Ne- 

. £F*z guard, Thereall noble men are 
tto1ght that venrure to break the 

. Laws of the Land, or to diſpleaſe 
their Soveraign Lord, The Ter- 
ritorie ronnd about is very bar» 
ren, and the place extream cald 
moſt pare of the year z whether 

it be the nature of the Soi), or the 
elevation of the Mountain 1nto 
the ſecond m__ ef the Air,none 


could tcl] me,but here theſe Per- 
| F 3 ſons 
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ſons of Quality are famiſhed te 
death, impriſoned , and pur tg 
ſuffer ſeveral other ſorts of pus 
ments according to the pleaſure 
of the Neguz. This place is very 
convenient for that purpoſe, for 
the Friends and Acquaintance of 
the offenders cannot come to learn 
the miſeries that they'endure, not 
the cruelties that they ſuffer} 
which if they did know, mig 
ob:ige them roarevenge, or ! 
will againſt their Emperours, * 
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2 Of ſeveral Cuſtoms of the Abyſtins, 


| He Emperour and peophk 
have fo great a reſpe& tot 
the Churches, that they neva 
ride by them upon their Horſey, 
as foon as they come within a hun- 
ded paces, they alighe and walk 
a foot bowing at the publick pla-J 
CES 
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' ces of their Devoyan, in honout 
of that great God that hath na» 
med chem his Houſes of Prayer, as 
they paſs-by, 0H vio id 
When the Emperour makes a- 
ny progreſs far trom-the uſual 
place ot Refidence, certain Reli- 
gious men do Carry before him up- 
on their ſhoulders, a banner with 
ſome pious repreſentation in it, 
with an Altar or Table of Stone, 
upon whictrthey ule to Celebeate 
their Communion , before them 
8 marcheth a fellow with a Cenſer 
+ | in one hand, and a lictle Bell in the 
{8 other, at the ſound of ic the horſe- 
] mencome down, the people ſtand 
by, and all do prepare themſelves 
tolet their Prince pals, 
They never uſe to {end their 
thoughts one to another in wri- 
| ths Har by meſſengers,cicher out 
of ignorance or ſuperſtition, for 
they. fancy the uſe of writing ſo 
| F 4 ſacred 
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facred, that they will not profane 
it in ordinary buſineſs, becauſe 
God hath þeen pleaſed ro commix 
his Holy Word in writing; yet of 
late, ſeeing the inconveniencies 
their ſcrupulous fancies have r6& 
duced them to, they have madg 
uſe of writing in ſeveral occaſions 
as in Regiſtring the Aﬀairs of the 
Kingdoms , in ſetting dawn the 
expences, disburſements and R6& 
ceirs of the Emperonrs Revenue, 
&c. But the charaRters are db 
ſtint from thoſe of the Bible , or 
of rheir Sacred Books, And when 
the Emperour ſeads an Embaſlz 
dour, he then diſpatches with him 
fome Credential Letters, 
They are notto make Wine 
bat by ſtealth, none but the Abs 
»a and the King may cauſe the 
Grapes to be ſtrained; for they 
are afraid that if Wine did grow 
common, it wculd iat1 0Juce my 
er 


* is 
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debauchery and many diſorders, 
which coyld not find a remedy, 
They do not forbid it out of ſy- 
perſtition as the Tw#s, but fox 
&f fomepolicick conſiderations that 
Wine may not grow {0 commen 
amongſt them , that they might 
neglect che other drinks which en-. 
courage Husbandry, for they uſe 
a ſort of drink made of a leaf which 
they ſow, it is of a pleaſant taſte, 
much like unto old Mee , adiink 
made of Honey. They drink alſo 
water ſteeped with Barley,& other - 
Grains; The Emperour and the 
Abauna have. liberty to drink and 
make Wine by their Laws, All 
the Wine of this Country is very 
black, but a great Cordial, it 
burns not lomuch the ſtomach as 
others do in hot places , but che- 
riſheth and refreſhech the body. 

The towns In this Country are 
not numerous, in Honlſes they (el. 
dom 
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* (74) _ L 
- om contain above 2000, T never: 
; a walled Ciry, ſome Caſtles 

'of late have been built for plea-: 
ſure rather than for defence. | 
© Their houſes are but mean and 
low,covered with a thick 'thatch, 
their beds are Hides tied up at the 
four corners, They eat npon cou- 
ches, with a little round and low 
table placed before them that ſap- | 
ports a large diſh; they have ſome 
Veſlels made of earth of a ſhining 
black very beautiful, theſe are 
their cups to drink ; of late they 
have the uſe of Gold and Silver 
io their houſes, 

They have ſeveral ſorts of 
weapons , ſhort Lances, Swords, 
Bows and Arrows withont Feae 
thers, Helmers and Head-pieces ; . 
they have got ſome field Guns ' 
purchaſed trom Merchants at an 
extraordinary rate, to encourage 
them to Import more, 

The 
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"" The Abyſs:ns are natural Iyars 
''f and deceivers, they ſeldom ſpeak 
ruth when they © ſwear, unlefs 
they be brought to rake a (folemn 
Oath, of be torced to ſwear by the 
Head of their Negsz, or be (cared 
with the thoughrs. of Excommn- 
nication, for they apprehend that 

above all corporal puniſhments, 
This is their manner of admini- 
ſtring an Oath, the party that is ro 
ſwear follows two Prieſts ro the 
Church-door, they carry before 
him Fire and Incenfe, as toon as 
the party comes, the Prieſts cauſe 
him to lay his hand on the door, 
ſaying unto him theſe words : 1f 
the # ns an wniruth , as the Dra- 
gon devonreth the beaſts of the For- 
reſt, ſo let the imfernal Devlls de- 
wour thee, as the Grapes are bruiſed 
in the Wine-preſs, ſolet thems braiſe 
thy body , and as the fire conſumeh 
the wood, [0 let thy ſeul for ever turns 
in 


(76) 


anſwers toevery one of theſe imy 

ecations Amen. Bur it thoy 
[peak the iruchlet thy life be pr 
longed with honour, and thy Foul 
2t laſt be received into heaven yg 
and again he anſwereth Amen, 
which. being ended , he tells whax 
he knows of che bulineſs required 
from him, 

They have not the liberty tg 


kill ana Ox without the Gover- 


nours leave, althorgh ir belogg to 
them, tor they are careful to o_ 
ſetve Catrcel in that place 


the exceſs of Luxury; here are no. 


ſhambles therefore 1a the towns, 


as in Ewrope, their ordinary vidtu- | 


als are Mutton, Herbs, Fruit, 
Fow), wild Beaſts, and ſuch like, 
Thy wild Goacs do increale here 


ch a manner, eſpecially near | 


rl Mountains, that they eat up 
all che Cora and Grals,other wild 


ix hell, The party chat frecrel 


things 


(77) 


things are here in great numbers; 


they do nor-theretore ſuffer theit 
tame Cattel to be deſtroyed 
(whiles they have ſo many wild, 
that they rhreaten the Fruits of 
che earth with deſtruction )to en- 
courage the hunting of them, they 
forbid the ordinary uſe of Beet. 
This Inland people is naturally of 
a lazy kifbelos.they have there. 
fore many Laws to quicken them, 
and oblige them ro labour and 
provide for their own preſervati- 


on, As the not killing of theit 


Oxen withour Licenſe , the refu- 
ſing alms to beggars, they are not ' 
ro ſuffer any in the Kingdoms of 
the Neews that will not work, un- 
lefs they be ſo fick and maimed, 
that they are not able to help 
themſelves, then the Religious 
houſes do adminiſter comfort to ' 
them, for they are endowed for 
that purpoſe wich many Lands and 


Reverſtons, The 
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(78) 
The. afbyſsins are very devouth i! 

in all holy duties, & in holy places p 
they pay unto them a great res C 
ſpe, they'l neither ſpit nor Fl - 
down in their Churches,nor ſuffex 
any Dogs nor Cats, nor any otheg 
vareaſonable creature to enter iatd 
them ; but inſtead of ſeats, they} Y 
uſe. Crutches very conveniently} f 
made to lean upon, At the Church} * 
door there ſtands a multitude of Y © 
l 

t 

| 


them, every one-takes his own, 
and draws as near the Preacher as 
poſſible he can. They. perform 
their prayers ſitting, confeſs their 
figs ſtanding, hear. the expoſitions | | 
and Lectures of the Bible lean- Þ 1 
ing. Il 
They often uſe waſhing, eſpe- } | 
cially before prayer, they waſh } ' 
tace, hands and feet, for they love 
to appear before Almighty God 
with decency, they will not touch 
any unclean or dead thing , and if 
they 


"" (fy 
ff they do by chance;/they dare not 


preſent... themſelves. in . their 
Churches till they have made uſe 
of wailung, 
- Their women are employed- a- 
bout all ſervile work, but are nor 
reduced to that ſlavery as dther 
women, their Neighbours 2 
the Aoors and Gemtiles, The ordis 
nary work of thoſe that neceſliey 
conſtrains not to be induſtrious, ts 
to ſpin Silk and Cotton to make 
the excellent ſtuffs :thar come 
trom thence and the Eft Indies. 
Their Marriages are very piea« 
ſanr, before the door of the bride- 
groom a bed is prepared according 
ro his eſtace, then come three 
Prieſts with a filver Croſs which 
they lay upon it, followed by the 
Bridegroom , Bride, and all their 
Friends . they altogether walk 
three times about the bed, crying 
Allelvjah, and then they com- 
mand 


mand the young: couple to: 
down, cutting off a Lock-of th 
head of the Bridegroom, and ani 
ther of the Bride, which .the 
ſprigkle. 1a water ſanRified, the 
they tell the Bridegroom , Jayinj 
theifhands npon his head, do tha 
which God hath commanded ji 
his Goſpel, and think now that 
on- are not two but one fleſh 
which is no ſooner ſaid, but chew t 
all depart, and a tent being ere&#Y . 
ed about the bed, they preſentlyÞ bu 
obey the Commandmene, Ther th 
follows a three days Feaſt, wheres L 
all magnificence is expreſſed a} a 
monglt che great ones. J 2p 
Polygamy is permitted and much} th 
practiledamongit them, bur thoſe lic 
chat waitpon their Churches, or th 
that per 4 eh 


any office in them, ® 
are by no meaus fuffered ro haye i 18 
two Wives, whoſoever of the/} Ul 
Clergy keepeth a Concubine of it 
wo Þþ 


wire we: . wie fy 
- Sees EEE i ma | 
4.05e TY. * ſtigence 

laſts to men of the 


Holy funEtion, than 16 others 3 
the que them rb rolive - ovate 


nity and to be Eemſty' if 
convex lations, ' * 

IF They have anothet frequ 

ane in he 'matter of cn 
| =. they do 34 onto wn ge 
2 Letter. 1yorce u © OC> 
a Ry But the mo mt 

T rather a. pra ip en 
| they provide againſt it 4 auch a5 
b I lies in their power z che f "i 
2] thar perſon, that (hatf bee 

: 1 the Marriage-bond 2 gri 

aley, or a curſe to 0 je the par- 
ties for fear of being ble unto 


Jic, robe faichful roar Pura ro 
| G One 


oy - 
= Ly 
» . 


a | ! T ”).. | 
Es 


mane to Wen 
LY» to 
when t had nan Hh + 


themir wad Ifola cox 
Rrothers. ife, if theve 


I: 

T | 
people are ore Cheifizn it  þt 
eds , they ſuffer nor ung 
ay Rey ho age of 18. k 

; 


Te of thi Law, 

eto w ich 

bour to ticder, b pr theyl 

coke ate age capable c che ti Ire 
le ineanyeniencies of © 

eſtat6;\They fore-ſce' alſo thar 


Mx befc 
it wc Oe SE 


the nexr Generation of men, ? a 


"_ 
Th ; 
hy - 


4 are uſeleſs is thac Em- 
= gor to beg as our 
4 IE 


4) 
fiderable Revenue,/anT'gfeat 
ritories © to! the miaimeninee- 
theſe Houſes, and of their owne 
beſides, they have the'libetry i 
traffick and: increaſe" their Rich | 
every one hath atrade'to emple 
himſelf, ſome: ſpend their life'Y 
Contetplation,andiindiſcoveri 
thoſe things and Setrers that m 
 cll tg ons _— e 

x n ground, os - 

and dreſs their Gardens,” 

Theſe 'places were not 
founded - fy vain, ' they 
clay ——_— che- _ 
ſpecially : of | Strangers 4 
rims rhgrare there c6be'recei1 
and-/ efitefrained ' without 
charge to them, '* Andif'any 
become arfextravagant ity-waſti [ca 
his Eſtate, it was 1aid vp! for ti 
in ctheſe* Religious "Houſes , al? 
employed: to the beſt «van '*f 
by theſe Fryers, "Bir wit _ 4 


p—_— 
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RE TEG 
| gerrooe-ay. ne ..c AG waſted, 
f abey. are, Never to Marry + 
they remgia. inthe Covenr,.if the 
al fancy of marrying ſeizech upon 2- 
FH man ybe:is to depart. with a 
inal poccion , and to, diſpoſe af 
IN anſelt ac his own pleaſure. Theſe 
4 mea live ſuch plealant- lives, thar 
can thipk of marrying whiles 
e remains amongſt them , they 
al have plenty of all things provided 
I] for them, bronghr'out of al pars 
of of che world þy means of gheir 
Fr gd patfick z they have. excellent 
jf company am themſelves, ftee 
all croubles of the world, 


e time they ſpending their de- 

ons, mMarning an eycning,t : 

I conſtantly rogether © at theu. 

ch- oferg their , prayers, & 
ighty God for .the  'Empe- 

rſon, and the Baapire.The 


Act 0 their time they ſpend io the / 


RICOTITEnt of their talents, and. 
ol. G 3 if 


they 


h | { % ſ oi | 
re os { th 


ſuch prafiies nſely 
Theſe Byers that are thus retired 
the of 


ner food 
owns and people, are or Leveran 
: _— Ga fra. 


AT wh. Wiles "4 t , 
oncks Ant th v 
is. the be moſt nmr. Thr fous " 
er Wa$ ali Anechorer 

>< ſpent his latter days in Un defur 
places in*rilling and eyreny” 
ground, Hedrew unto' him uy 
numbers of Fe propie that were w 


he” roil and rroybles of 
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ie dy wn beg 
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Jas, peo e 

ay the M ther 


rey Coven ty © _ 
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call (rnb yer” is 
Ei ers, and to ar» 
miſca | that art 
——_ af: ent if he 
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7 Theſe bleſſed places are to 
no-Revenug to the Emperour ba 
of their prayers. All 'ocher Lands 
are ar bis diſpoſal by-the Starates 
of che Empire, )he is the Lord of 
rhewsbac-cheſe that belong roche 
Fryers are. none7ot his, and fr 
from: all -impoſitions, ' S@ are all 
che orher Lands and” places; tha 
belong to the Clergy; for-we-ma 
rake _ ihe PORT 
thi ongidg (Ot Mperog, 
the Giers oy thoſe that atzend 
in the worſhip of [God baye'a 


Maintenance 2 uato them 
our of certain and territo- 
rieswhich they muſt ſee manured 


as well as the reſt of the people-do 
theirs, for they receive lictle or no 
benevolence from the Conntry, 
they depend not. upon them for 
'their-maintenance : ſo that by ghac 
means they are wnghly honoured 
ot:all men, and. beloved becauſe 
|; they 


two) 


they rather - give tothem, than + 


/arded for their. 
from the Lands allotted 19. 


take from: themy ' angl 
are well rewarded 


them, t 
favours 


"Temple, aboyr fix paces there is 


2/ Curtain drawn thar; makes the. 


firſt ſeparatiot,/ every 'body may 
go weohe but none buc 


thoſe that have been ſanRified by 
the {buns have liberty to _ 


that-placey and paſs the fi 
tain, 'This was wiſely enacted to 
oblige all the Nobility and /Per- 
ſons of Quality toreceve __ | 
nent 
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* s 
c from the 
Rn oa 


= 


Next-to 
| the Fe Rita enke, 


cunien, 

The Churches are very 
adorned with PiRyres,which 
le donot 


buildings z for they 
think it decent that the Fond <4 


apare for rhe Service of God 
ſhoald haye no common materis 
als. None therefore bur _- 


(92 ) 


built-in this manner an web the 
ſame (ubſance. / | | 


-+ When the Prieſt hath hb his 
Wie by death, he may noe-mar- 


a 
— executing. his funRion, 


yet the Patriarch may give a. Li- 
cenle'to marry gun, but wichone 
that Licenſe it 15- alcogether uns 
lawfal, 


They bury their dead with the. 


ereateſt ceremony imaginable , 


y atuire, and carry them. in «. 
Choi with their faces and. hands 
a. : Sonldier , he hath the honour -to 
gg armed into the; grave z before, 
march-the. Prieſt and the Religi- 
ous; men, {2yinz ſome good, (eg- 
rences,adviling the people ropre- 
pare to depart; then comey the 
Corps ſeared ig tus Chair of State ; 
trim- 


Ie& honſes of the. © Emperduo dee 


ain unle(s he wil loſe the. 


chey:cloath them in all cheir moſt. 


EE oY th «4 4a = Wm I £a,66 = _ NAFANX, wink woes gay rWos © of 


(33) 

erlined welt Clans and Flows 
_ ersAand with ſomche white Feathers, 
ifhe be young, with yellow if he 
de'of a middle agg and with black 
if he be old. The fight is {o' plea- 
ſanc, thar it would: almoſt give e> 
very one 2'mind-to be inthe room 
ofthe dead ; the Parents follow 
with a badge of mourning” upon 
their heads, a handful of the | 
next come their friends and” dC 

aintance z; thus they proceed to 
the Grave in order, where the firſt 
ch.of the Goſpel of S.Fobw is read, 
& the noble AQions & vertues of | 
the dead are rehearſed, all hearing 
with much devotion, then rhe 
Prieſt as they put the body in the 
Grave pronounceth theſe words, 
' Daſt then art, and to duft then (halt 
veinra, The next day they give 
alms, and ſend gifts totheir triends 
in che name of the deceaſed, and 
bring upon his Grave a banquet 
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which obliges them to 

inn for chem, that they 
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lous : Tr is limj 


pleaſant River culled 


ind called 'x Hþ —_— L 


which A lad ow people cog 


methas it runs. through = | 
cp an ” 20m on _ North þ 
On; a 4and 
Eck. Red Set, where = 
very convenie 'Port for Ships 
now poſleſled by the Terk: ud 
Adpors called ee Baeabac © 
dom is full © Sag towns, f 
moſt conliderable places are F 4 
neſ Car Carne, To x , Loo 
or 1 King & 
\hd'bady y i 


— "CONT 0 
make of-it a drink very pleaſant. 


"Here are alſo many Vineyards, the 
Wine they make by ſtealth, as in 
other places of the dominions of 

the Negaz. . WIE: 
The Country is for the moſt 
part CHmPngts unleſs it be to- 
wards the Red ſea, there a ridge 
of hills. ftrerches ir felf all along 
the Coaſt and encloleth many 
lakes and pools of water enriched 
with excellent fiſh, that which is 
called Mazawo, is the moſt confi- 
derable becauſe of its pleaſanr ſci- 
tuativa that hath inviced thicher 
many Religious men that have 
planted upon the, fides of ir fix 
Monaſteries} Ir lyes convenient 
\j rag: for near unto it is the 
ed ſea, from whence theſe holy 
de rs do ferch their Mecr- 
chandiſe, to convey them to the 
reſt of the Kingdom and becauſe 
they border upon the Mvors,. they 
H pay 


| 


7 (98) - U | 
pay unto them a yearly tribute re it 
bave the libertyot paſſng rhrough/ 
their territories wamoleſted | 
their means,the Kingdom receive 
a conſiderable benefir , they have} 
great numbers of Males , any 
Camels, Rhinocerots, Eleph 
eſpecially inthe Moontains where 
theſe creatures are wild, ; 

There is one thing very reman 
kable in the mountains near a li 
rown called Abbareh, is a large 
fountain of ſach ſtrange nature 
that whatſoever is caft into it 
eurns within a days time into # 
hard ſtone, whether it be W 
Fleſh, Earth, or any other fat 
ſtance, 

And not far from it at certail 
times, amongſt rhe common peo# 
ws it is reported , thar there att 

ppearances in the mountains ye 
ry dreadful, when I paſſed by that 
place my curioſity carryed me ta} 1: 
| its 


. 
« 


/ 


| (99) 
itz 1 did really bear ſirange yoi- 
ces and names 1Q the air , but ſaw 
nothing, 'bac TI, did atcribace. the 
cauſe to the wind, and the diſpo- 
(tion of che moyneains thatare (0 
Faced , that when a ſtrong gale 
ws upon the Rocks there are. 
unuſual names heard g the wind 
ſtrikes alſo threugh ſeveral Taves, 
20d at the entry many fhreiks and 
ays$ are heard, ſo that the Coun- 
uy people dare not adventure in 
to know the cauſe of them, mo 
 yulgar opinion is, that this, place 
leads inco hell, and that the Souls 
of the damned tormented in theſe 
lower- parts of the earth, do ſead 
up here their complaints, I did 
viſit theſe Caves, near them none 
would come wich me for fear of 
miſchief. I perceived the cauſe of 
the wonder, and did diſcoyer it to 
ſome of the Fryers , but their ig- 
r:nce and AEIOS would ny 
2 . 


- 


» 


believe-me; from : their infar y 
they had been bred up -with an ap? 
prehenfion of theſe dark Caves 
which no' reaſon could * poſhibly 
remove- from thern't I went te 
ſee . all the -curiofities / of i 
Country with my guard,being 
companyed by ſome Perſons bes 
longing to the Emperours Court 
they led-'me into a deep valley} 
where'we heard nine Eccho's & 
retarns'of our voices one aft& 
another,” Ar the end of it neatt 
hrge fountain, the gronnd bei 
veryſtony, we found ſeveral ſlate 
very white ' that had ' Images q 
Beaſts and men imprinted in theft 
in a-blew'charaQter, ſo/ perteRly, 
thar: no hand ' could ever paint 
them better, a ” 
Nature ſometimes delights to 
ſhew her Induſtry of Art amongft : 
rhe moſt contemptible rrifles, and 
to caſt -her- Gold and- Pearls r 
0 | vel 


? - -- (x01 ) ; 
.veſſels and places not-,anſwerable 
.to the price of theſe things... The 
\Prince ofthis, Kingdom received 
vs with much civility, but nat, with 
mare State thanis proper to ſuch 
Temote "and  birbarous people. 
The Abwna made his progreſs all 
oyer his Dioceſe, he viſited the 
Court of this King among the 
teſt, and in his. company I went to 
ſee much of-Erhropia ,. he, had a 
raine ſuitable to his eſtate, ſeyeral 
.of the Grandees out of. curiofi 
did accompany. us; His -buſin 
was in every; place to ſee tothe 
behaviour, of the Clergy, to ap- 
oint Biſhops careful of the Pub- 
ick Intereſt, and to look that they 
that were already appointed might 
do their office without reſpeR of 
perſons: He diſplaced three during 
our progreſs,and eſtabliſh'd others 
in whom he confided , they were 


| & Wb the 


| (102). 
the Biſhops of Belgads, of Abujhy 
ns, and Fovei, men that had nd 18 

behaved themſelves well in th& 

fuaRion. uA 2 


Ie Wes 
of the King dow of Tigremahoni' 
| 4 
T is the beſt territory of Nb 
giz, bur much ruined by'tl 
Wars of the Terk, it is water 
with many little Rivers chat 
jno Nis, ſo tharallthe Summg 
it yields a pleaſanr Proſpect , ail 
as great advantage to the Inbalh 
tants, for in moſt places rhey rel 
two Crops of every thing that'! 
ſown or planted: Ir contains abonit 
ſixty leagues in length, from the 
River Niu to Darngali,and thirty 
in breadth. The Emperour lives 
here for the moſt part, and there 
fore he appoints Governours ove 
feyeral places of ir, Three Provit- 
ces. 


F: _ (193 
ces it contains, Scbam!, Torrates, 


ol polgeds ; lathat of Sabami are (e- 


veral Mines of Gold,ourt of which 
the Neews digs five Millions of 
Dollars every year, over this 
Province is a Sebeſh, a Governour 
chat takes care tQ gather the Em+ 
ours Revenue, and to keep 
ood order in every -place: It is 
not ſo fruitful as the other Pro- 
-vinces, but 1a recompence , it fur- 
niſhes a great quantity of 
that Rich Metal that others do 
want, This place is ſaid ro be the 
country of the Queen of S«bs that 
yilited Solomon; the Abyſi:zs do 
tell many ſtorics of her Voyage to 
Feruſalem, and of her return that 
cauſed all che Kingdoms that ac- 
knowledged her jurisditioa £0 
become Fews. 
In this Kingdom was a famous 
City called Caxamo, it was the 
Metropolis of all Erhiopis, _E 


(204) 'P 
hath been mightily ruined by the 
Wars, ſo that at preſent it w 
bur a few houſes that ſerye wy 
receive Shepheards and —_ 
for here is abundance of Cattel « 
all ſorts, round about ſtand many 
old Ruines over-grown with 
herbs,bur yet they declare the im- 
portance and greatneſs of the Ch 
ty that did give Laws to this part 
of che Country, although it is { 
near the line the air is very teny 
erate, not ſo much by reaſon of 
the continual brifes that blow v 


freſh from three a clock till the | 


afternoon,as becauſe of the abut 
dance of freſh water Springs that 
are very cold in the hotteſt rime 
of Summer, Near this City is4 
fountain that contains much we 
' ter, but never yields any until che 
Beaſts do come to drink,and when 
| they do approach it flows over, 
and gives a very plentifyl _ 


—”" 


—————_ 
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of clear water very grateful tq 
the Palate, We had here a fighc 
ofa ſtrange ſort ofa Cat, abour 
the bignefs of a Leopard, the In- 
habirants do uſe the dung in many 
ſort of medicines, and to dyc their 
Chloith and Cottons in blew, Ir 
is not (o fierce as other beaſts: of 
that bigneſs, but extream fearfu!, 
it keeps for the moſt part in inac- 
ceſſible mountains and Rocks, and 
ſeldom adventures it (ſelf in. the 
plain Country, although it runs as 


, ſwift as any creature I have ſeen. 


Here are alſo great quantity of 
R hinocerots, Tygers, Leoparcs , 


| Wolts, &c. tor here are many 


Woods that ſerve for a retreat to 


- theſe furious kinds of creatures. 


{ muſt not omit a memorable 
ſtory that is ſpread amongſt the 
people of a certain hill that is ſci. 
tuate beeween Doxgal: and Trere- 
m4hon, where a Saint, very much 

re-, 


reſpe&cd by the Country peoply 
was (bur up in priſon and condents 
ned - Ar Pagans thar poſſeſſed 
this place to die in the beginning 
Chriſtianity - He was to be i 
miſhed ro death ina high moons 
cain on the top of a rock ants 
which he was ry*d band and foot 
he continued there many days ets 
poſed ro the fury of the Eagla 
and Vulrnres, and other ravenows 
Birds without any harm. Theſe 
cruel fowl inſtead of feeding vu 
his naked body unable to defend 
it {elf, did bring ap co him ot the 
choiceſt - meat that they could 
ſteal in the lower Country, and an 
the top of that hard Rock thert 
burſt torth a large ſtreamot livj 
water ſo near his head, that he h 
the liberty ro ſup ſome up, and re- 
freſh himſelf when he was dry. 
The ſpring continues yet to run, 
it talls down above fixty fatham 
high 
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high from a ſteep rock down a 
precipice, They ſay, that their 
{(ore-tathers when they ſaw this 
miracle, and thac at the end of 
two or three months he wit. in 
perfe@ health, ay formerly, they 
embraced the Chriſtian faith. 
They ſhew befides the Tomb of 
this Saint that dyed amongſt them 
in a very c1d age, Ir is viſited by 
ſeveral pilgrims that come from 
the other Kingdoms of the great 
NeewuZ. | 

The Inhabitants are excellent 
Marks-men, they have been try- 
edinthe wars againſt the King of 
Adel, fo that they have approved 
"themſelves the beſt Souldiers of 
' the Emperours dominions. They 
uſe Bows and Arrows, a long 
lance much liketo a Roman, of 
late they have fire Arms, and 
ſome few pieces of Artillery. 
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(108) 
The Emperour chuſech out 
this Kingdom his common guard 
becauſe that they are not. only 
good. Souldiers, bat have a me | 
more manly chan the ordinary ſoxt 
of people of theſe Regions, 
In this Kingdomthact is the lay 
gelt, and the beſt belonging ro. the 
Neevwz, great numbers of Fews arg 
diſperſed, The Chriſtians treat 
chem wich much civility, they (ub 
ter them to trade amongſt them 
to reap” the fruit of the earth «g 
enjoy the liberty .of their Religi- 
on, by that means great numbery 
have embraced that profeſſion 
that did teach love and kindneſs 
to ſtrangers, hoping to meet with 
greater advantages when they, 
thould become brothers, for there. 
is no invitation more powerful up». 
on the ſpirits of a man to oblige 
him co initiate himſelf in- Religion 


than a fincere affection expreſſed 
by 
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G - (109) - | 
by the profeſſors of it, The ad- 
yantages to be expected in Chri- 
ſtianity are ſufficient to perſwade 
bs, violerice. better becomes. a 
Maehomet than Chriſt , he never 
made uſe of his whip, but to drive 
men out of his Church. | 
'+The Fews have here their 'Sy- 
nagogues, but they arc at- preſenc 
ſo little frequented, that I think 
the name will be one day loſt by 
reaſon of their great numbers that 
daily torn Chriſtians. Wh 

'Tr was in'this Kingdom that I 
ſaw a Black-a-moor with wo 
heads joyned one to another, and 
two faces, one be/und and another 
before, the reſt of his body was 
very well proportioned, Ir was a 
monſter of abort twenty years of 
age, he was very ſtrong in his 
Limbs, he dilcourſed unro us 
with one Tongue, ſometinies with 
the other, and ſometimes both to- 
gether, 
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ethers he was obliged to 
ins and before, be eats as mugh 
2s two men, The heads were dj 
. Rint and ſeparated natil th 
came £0 the neck bone there the 
joyned rogether.. This irregulary 
ty in nature happens more fres 
quently amongſt tbe beaſts thay 
| che men of this Country 
tor the heat that commands rheagy i 
inclinations moves their bloud, and} 
carrys them to unlawful: Copulas 
tions when they meet together 
as they otren do at the Springs off 
freſh water, 'Y- 
FR — 


Of the Kingdem of Angote. 


T is not Io large as the formery. 
bur no leſs populous: Beles 
qguanz# is on the South of it, Tigre=: 
wahbon. on the Weſt and North, 
and the Kingdom of Ade/on the 


Eaſt, 


(11t) 

9 ic ſtretcheth it ſelf abour 
twenty leagues in length, from 
Fatigar tO Dangalt, it contains two 
fruirful Provinces, Buguns and 
Grenamors; they are full of all 
manner of Fruit-trees , eſpecially 
of Dates and Pomgranates , for 
here che Inhbabirants are far more 
induſtrious than rheir Neighboars 
nimproving their grougd to the 
beſt adva 

Here are many Religious houſes 
baile as they ſay upon the Sepul- 
chers of ther Saints, that were 


F. there interred, ſeveral geod crowns 
*F do belong to it, Demars, An 


and Bugwna, are the chief near rhe 
latter, which is not far diſtznr from 
a large River that -burſts forth of 
the lake Barceuss ſcitnate beyond 
the mountains of Aizera is a large 
Pool of water called the Pool of 
4 Pontlas Pilate , it any ſhould caft 

| knto jt a ſtone, or avy otber thing 
- the 


"T243). ll - 

the water wobld riſc, {well, grunyf 2 
ble, and in an impatient. manng £ 
run over the fides, although tha v 
which is caſt in be never fo inconll Þ 
{1derable z but if the water be la © 
{i 

q 


alone, it remains without motion 
About 15 leagues from that plag 
towards Adel iS a little Town calk 
ed'Bachlar, where in the Church} 1 
at one end of it grows a Vine; tha t 
Inhabicants name ic the Holy YingÞ F 
it grows within' the walls of theY 1 
Church in a room that is made} Þ 
purpole for it; Itis planced apa 
, 
ſ 
u 
( 
l 
l: 
D 
2 
X 


the Sepulchre of one St, Max wit 
that was buryed here. The peas 
ple told me'it was above a thow 
{and years 'of age, and would ſub f 
fiſt until dooms-day , that the: 
Sainc at his death commanded 1t 
to be planted there, telling them, 
that as often as any twig ſhould 
wither, they would receive a con-\ 
iderable loſs from the enemies, * 
| and 


: (113). 
and that 'when ir ſhould dry up, 


'F Chriſt would ceme co jadge the 


world, or the Infidels would over- 
Hl power the. Chriſtians 3 L; was ad- 
if itted co.yiſic and pay my,, devo- 
F tions [0.1t,: the cluſter, of Grapes 
thatit yields are very big,. I could 
not ſee-wherber theygrew natural- 
Iy upon che branches, that curioſt- 


tywas ——— I a peo- 
ke that would admit of: no; con- 
| cradiftiongnd that did find a great 
y { benefic tro this belie .for both 
'F Hearhens..2nd Chriſtiaps, arc. pol- 
| fffed withthis vulgar errqur, that 
the ſtory is true, I that. was. not 
ſoapr.toreceive ſuch unuſual tales 
upon truſ},did deſire to touch the 
Grapes and examine, their reality, 
bur the; Prieſt forbad me, telling 
me; that-it was an impurity thar 
never any had been yet guilty of, 
and that he wondred low I that 
"| waited not upon the Altar did 

I date 
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S004) IJ 
dare to handle ſuch holy thiggg 
I did not offer to examine furchg 
the buſineſs after this ſevere r# 
prehenſion. Ir diſcovered to ny 
as much as I was defirous 
know; that-pie freudes are in uk 
in thac Climate as well as iv ourk 
a continual profit makes they 
nourth this epinion , and cheriſh 
in them(clves and others, j 
"The Prieſt fells the leaves, al 
the Grapes he ſays thar he keef 
them- for the Wine in the Saas 
ment, the leaves are good for mi 
ny ſorts of diſeaſes, as Agues, Fes] i 
vers, Confumptions, &c. Many | 
cures are ſaid to have been ef 
ed by rhem, but I think that til]. 
fancy 


them thaz the vertue of the leaf; 
x ft 


1 


Co __ 
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(145) 
of Belegugnze: 
w 1 His Kingdom is more bat- 
ll © renthan the reſt; the Zo - 
MM dons of F #01, AS, Fagan 


dri, A4ngete, Tigremahon, do (har it 


aff inon all ſides, It is a plain Coun- 
1 W- 298 all of endpoaly op that 
IF fide where the River paſſeth is 
if fruicful, che moſt conſiderable 

ty Towns are Dabrab, S habi,and Gro- 

HY #6, all chree in ſight of rhe Car- 
rent q there is nothing memorable 


$4 io this Kiogdom, bur ſoine places 
| wave Ng, kk hey do pick u 
en whic 
by. icll ro the Merchants of Mclinde 
I ibacbriog hicher their Camels, 
8 This Cobntry hach go: Barley, 
* tor WARELIGE iaſtead of tboſe 
VI grains the e Tafo _Darazd; 
i} ſeed wok which V «ng. 
Fj bread very plealant toch@taſte,  _ 


I 3 bet 
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but much more {weet than ours 
It grows in any ground, the ew 
as well as the beſt,nature hath thu 
provided for all Copntries and 
eople a means ro' ſupply thems 
ſelves by'their induſtry, if they 
will make pfe of it. This Connrry 

is extream hot, and'the moſt onif 
for dwelling of any Joe thar'F ha 
ſeen' inthe Territotits of the N 
zz, the beams of the'Sun bear's 
gainft the indy grotnd, and me 
ing there” with an obſtinate re 
ſtance, they return back into te. 
face, and 'uncovered; part” of tl 
body $; ſo that is not poſſiiblet 
walk here -abroa@ *abpnt noon þ 
reaſon of the exceſſive hear,thers 
fore the © inhaþitdhts do keg 
themſtlves within their Houſs 
from ter of the clock, until' cw 
Ia the crinw! reſts tharclt 
and ted with ) it1s\ » 
Tyc Wii Sun-beams have nd 


. - 


- (117) 
the power to enter in through the 


Reeds, 
le—— 
Of Amara, 


LOpag chis Kingdom is 
ciretly ander_the. Line, 
there is not a more pleaſant place 
£0 dwell in all over the world, Is 
is tull of Mountains and Valleys 
abour ewenty leagues in circumte- 
rence, adorned with bigh Woods 
and Forreſts, the ground is ex- 
gream fruirful , the people very 
civil, the Clergy devout, the No- 
bles gallant and brave, In the 
mountains are many lictle Villages 
planted in the low ground, and in 
the midi} of them is a Rrong Ca- 
file thar looks like a Town, for 
the outmoſt, wall contain abour 
two miles in circuwfere Here 
the 1 Sings ng are kept. mo 


(118) 
the Emperours as Hoftages & 
their fidelicy. They are 211 traits 
ed up in ſeveral exerciſes,ghe only 
inconveniency 1s that they are her 
confined tolive, which ic may be 
tothem is no inconventency, fox 
they never ſee any thing elſe but 
theſe monnrains, and think thy 
world hath no other place for ' 
dwelling bur here, The Biſhop q 
Amar, a vety grave man introdus 
ced us 18to the Caſtle where the 
Emperours Children were kept; 
they were then bur young , tl 
e}deſt was not above four years « 
age. His countenance was promk 
ing, we had a fight of the Gar: 
dens and Walks 6 of pleaſ; 
Ap wacoms and Rivu ot, artificiil- 
ought into thele high placts, 
The Wal ks were conn uk | 
Tree not uſual in aur Cotntry,thg 
branches were twiſted one with, 
ther in ſuck'a manier hat 66 
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3 $u9 could petierrate thena\, they 
+ wete eorertained always. green, 
19S tor at the root of the Trees on bothy 
' fides oF the Walk a Jictle-Cur- 
rent of freth* water doth always 
| ei ran,thar retceſhech che roots , and 
; ,preſerveth them from the 
dronghth of Sygminer.: Ir is as de- 
icieus a place as any I have ſeen 
in Furopey the Children 'have the 
hberty to hunt and divere them- 
ſelves out of the Walls of this 
Caſtle, bur they are never to go 
- out of che mountains while their 
Father lives; for that parpoſe a 
ſtri& guard is kept at che paſſage 
where no man can go or come 
without leave. It is beth narrow 
and ſteepy,/ made with the hand, a 
few perſons" are able tos keep it. 
from all che worldyin the caſtle are 
places appointed for the-exerciſe 
_ 'ofthe youth and oyer them they 
have Maſtets learned and exper- 
I 4 enced 
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exced in-all ithoſe + Scjences.; an 
Diſciplines thar they are. to know, 
Here afe*-excellenr Aſtrologeryy 
for- that 1s a' Science unto. which 
this Coontry peopleds addited 
They have ſome here learned iy 
the Arabia and Indian Tongue 
others that give themſelves ovet 
to thevſtady of Philoſophy and 
Nature, bat very few! dg: trouble 
their brains. with Divinity z this 
makes' them 'leſs notional ,- but 
more-pracical, tor they- know ag 
niceries in'Caſes ot Conſcience tg 
excule their -aRions .and- inclinath 
ons 4 } 
The other Kingdoms. are leſs 
remirkable, only that..ot Dame 
and Gotame are tullnot {Mines of 
Gold, The Emperour keeps 


# | 


( 


them with above 6000 men ig} 
Arms 'continvally.; Tegrai and* 
Vangue are mountainous, and pea* 


yl 


with wild beaſts& trees more. 
than 


—_—— > 
0d thao. with men, : Xo is rich and 
; Fjuicful, but. in it nothing elſe re= 

markable, .. _ 


—— 
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| of the Religion af the Atyſsins, and 
 bof the manner of their Diſc 
1 Plinee ls 


x Hey do all profeſs the 
4 Chriſtian faith wich' much 
zeal, thre Church of the Queen 
Candaces, whoſe name they fay 
was 1ndich, firſt brought this Res 
ligton. into, their Country, that 
was, for the moſt parc poſſeſſed 
with the Jewiſh. St, Themes af- 
terwards went into that Ceuntry, 
- and there did confirm them 1n the 
Chriſtian Religion, obliging all 
the” inhabitants, by the greatneſs 
and nymber of his, Miracles tro em- 
brace1t, Some oppoſition he met 
with from the Grandees that had 
al ways 
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dlways retained the Pzgan ſapeyt 
ſtirions, eſpecially in che Kingda 
of Bamut, where there is a mot 
rain that bears yet his name. Thi 
Heathens ſubje& to the Empe 
four of Ethiopia had got him int 
their poſſeſſion, and were reſolvee 
ro make him ſuffer for the deſttys 
Rion. and negle& of their Idol 
they had often attempted upog 
his lite, bur neither Sword y 
Poiſon could injure his "Perſogp 
they ſought therefore ro drows' 
him in a lake, and when that conlF' 
bot procure his death, they ſhut: 
him up ia a Tower builc in the 
cop of theſe unpleaſanr mouns 
tains, where he remained priſonet 
util an Angel cook him from 
thence, leaving 'ail his keepers 
dead on the ground, and broug 
him again to the Imperial Co 
where be complained of the vio 
lence and unjuftice chat had Fas 

q One | 
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aw 
done unto bim, which the ar 
going about co revenge,. raiſed an 
ng] ro ſeize upon the King of 
Damut that had conſented to the 
mpiiſoamene of the Apoſtle, 
He remained here many years, un- . 
oy © he departed -into the 7ndies, 
where he preached alſothe Go- 
J pet He left behind him many 
Th chouſand Chriſtians, and as they 
J lay, be brought unco them che 
J two books, Abelil afid Mende, 
ahd eſtabliſhed here the Diſcipline 
that is uſed amongſt them , with 
all the ' Ceremonies praQtiſedg 
They and the Capties of Zgyps 
differ much in point of ceremony, 
buc in belief they are Extycheans 
as for the moſt part. Some there 
are that have true and Orthodox 
opinions of Chriſt, * 4 

Here is the torm of their belief 
phbliſhed. in writing amongſt 
etn, by which we may judge of 

thert) further, | We 
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JE believe in the Name 
the Holy Trintty, the 
ther; ihe Son, and the Holy Spix 
who are but one Lord, three name 
but one Divinity, three faces, tut ou 
fomilitude, The conjunRion of th 
perſons is equal in the Divinity, fa 
tht#t is but one Kingdom,one Throng, 
one Fadge,one Charity,one Ward and 
one Spirtt; The word ef the Father, 
of the Son , and the ward of the Holy 
Ghoſt and the Sen, s the ſame wards 


The word with God, «nd with the 


haly Spirit, 21d with himſelf s the 
. ſon of the Father, 47.4 {rom the Fan. 
ther wichoat ihe lerft deficiency or. 


druiſton, without ay beginning he. 


was the ſon of hs Father without. 
Mother;no body can k»ow the MyHe-" 
ry of hs filiatien, wnleſs it be the. 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
Now thus Son was inthe beglnmng. 
the Word , and this Word was the 


word ; 
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_ The world, and WeLevy ; 


ſcended from the Py Heavens 


"t125) 
Werd with God, io the Word" wt# 

44, The (pivit of f the Faiher rhe 
wo Spirit,the f ſpirit of the Son # the 
fine 4rvine Spirit, the holy Spirit 8 
without diminition of increa of ; ibis 


Divine Spiris & called the Comter- 


tzr, 4 living God, who proceeds tis, 
the Father and the Son, he fp 

tht month of the HR fl bees 
dedin a flame of fire upon the Ape 
files in Sion, The y pub ora all* coves 


the Father, and thit word « tht Sop 


" Beſides, the Father is not fir ft , be- 


cauſe ſe he is the Faiher, ner Ty Sos 
the laft becaule be s 57 fo thr Holy 


'Ghoſt « neither the'firft bbs the left. 


They -xe three perfen and ont Gat, 
that ſees all, and us ſeen of ne" bday 
be hath by bis own connſel created at 
thinys , afterwards the Son' ſot a 
Salvation, with the conſent 'of ps 
Father, and of the divine Spirit de- 


is 


he word of 


| 126) 

te 1ncarnate by the Holy Cheſt of t 
Virgin Mary, who was adorned wi 
6 iwefold Firginity, with 6 ſpit | 
ad carndl, He was born without oy 
corruption , hw Mother Mary. » 
mining a Virgin after hu Birth, f 

6 great miracle ſbe brought hey $ 

eſs Chris withew effuſion | 
bloud or pengi. He was a-juſ 
mizhous fin, perfet# God, and per f 
141, having but one Perſon z whi 
be was « Child be erew #5 7 deere q 
ſucking the Milk of bis Mother ths 
Virgin Mary, 4nd when he came th 
be thirty years of age, he was bays 
tixzed ju the River Jordan; As & 
ther men be walked, ſmear; h | 
thirfled, and was weary, He ſuffered 
all thing willingly, and ſhewrd mas 


wy miracles, Y the pooer of bu 


yy IIS 


mans $a: - + 


Dwinuy, be reſtored fight to th | - 


blind, be healed the lame; cleaned” 


the lepers, raiſed the dead , at la; 
his own accord he was taken priſanet; 


whips, 


it) buffeted, craxifgedhe Langaifh 
rower fas our fins; by bas death 
bei did overcome death and the Die 
w#;by 4u ſufferings, beſatified for 
hav Þns, and bore our infirmities,with 
the © Baptiſm of bis bland which 
that of bus death, be baptized the hs: 
. Patriarchs and Prophetiy he de- 

| Raw into hell, where were "the 
' Souls of Adam, aud of bis Son! , and 
Cbrift himſelf which « of Adam, 
This ſoul of Adam Chriſt did ve- 
terwe from the Holy Virgin Mary, 
by the power and Authority of bs 
Divinity, and efficaciouſneſs of bis 
Croſs, he broke the flrong gates of hell, 
of dtathyhe confined Satan to his 
chains, and redeemed Adam and 
bis Sons. . cAl this Chriſt did bes 
ranſe be was filled with the Divinity, i 

- and the Divinity it ſelf was with his | 
ſeal, and with his moſt holy body, | 
which Divinity hath granted Vverize iy 
to tbe Croſs, this Divintty he enjoys |] 
Ls | 
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common with tbe. Father" al he. 
ways did ; 48 laſt he-was buryed 
the third day, Feſus Chriſt th 
of the Reſurrettion, our ltr 
Tin chref Prieſt Feſus Cl 
the. great: King. of Iirael-roſe's 
from 1he dead by' bis own threng 
and power.. «Ard. when all. wail 
compliſhed that had\ been fort» 191 
the holy Prophet, -he aſcended inh 
Heaves with glory, and s (ate. 0 
at the 11gbt- hand of the Faber tl 
ſhall come again with glory; havin t| 
before him a Croſs, and in his ham 1 0 
the Sword. of Faſtice to ju1ge both 
the quick and the dead, of whiltY þ 
' Kingaom there ſhall never be. om | C 
end. Webclieve one Cathdlick and Þ f 
A peſtolick Charch , we believe on} t 
| Baptiſm for the remuſtion of rage ſ 
hope for the Reſurre81on of the dead; || 
and the life of the World to come. A | 1 
c 
\ 
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This 
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» Tiis is their Creed, they of- 
ten do repeat-it in their Churches, 
eſpecially every new Moon; with 
geſts which they bave re- 
rained of their former Religions, 
The Prieſt that officiates ſays ir a- 
lone, and chree or four times the 
le do repeat theſe words; 
Thi « our Faith. 

Since they have had knowledge 
of the Roman Catholick Religion, 
they have added ſomething to 
their Creed by the conſent of one 


Y of theic general Aſſemblies , ſor 
Y they were careful to hinder their 


le from receiving any other 
Opinions than thoſe that they had 


JF formerly embraced; for whegi 


they ſaw that our Prieſts and Je- 


ſuits were buſie indrawing them 
to the faith of the Church of 
Rome ,, they publiſhed a lutle ad- 
dition to their Creed, to inform e- 
very one of their judgments, & me 

H 


(130) 

der them to receive any opiniang 
which they do not appro 
of, 

We believe that the Firgh 
' eMery is a pure Virgin, before and 
after the Birth of Chriſt s aS ſhe 
the Mother of God, ſhe ought & 
be loved and reſpeted —— 
ly, but we neither worſhip # 
nor pray unto Her, We beliel 
that the Croſs of Chriſt is a uſetyl 
Ggn, it was upon it thar he ſuffes 
ed for our fins,and purchaſed nnth 
us Salyation with his own blond; 
His Croſs is a ſcandal to the Fews, 
and a folly to the Genrles , but th 
us Chriſtians it is in much eſteem 
and honour, we believe that the 
Croſs of Chriſt is \uthcient to r& 
deem us, aS S. Paul hath raugt 
ns, but the outward fign and ult 
of it we employ more for diſtinab 
on, than our of duty : And that 
we may never think it a ſcorn 10 

weat 


(134) 
weat the badge of our Profeſſi- 
0N, 

'We believe that S. Peter was 
the tirſt of the Apoſtles, that the 
Stone that Chriſt mentions upon 
which bis Church is built, is his 
Law and Faith; which Law is e- 
ſtabliſhed upon the. Prophers and 
Apoſtles, unto chem was granted 
the power of governing the 
Church, of binding and looſing ; 
and co them was commitred the 
keys of rhe Kingdom of. Heaven; 
But we do not acknowledge the 
Superiority that his Sacceflors the 
Popes of Reme do derive from 
S, Peter, nor do we believe thar 
he ever had any priviledge which 
the others did not enjoy, We be- 
lieve that the holy. Apoſtles, 
Satnts, and Martyrs that arc in 
glory d1d follow the foot-ſteps of 
our Saviour Chriſt, and that chey 
have received from him tte par- 
K 3 don 
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don of their fins, as we do, W 
believe chat we muſt honour them 
with the holy Angels, but wedy 
not approve of prayers made unth 
them, nor of the ſufficiency of 
their Merits to benefit us, or the 
Church of Chriſt, We beliew 
that it is well done to confeſs ont 
fins before the Miniſters of the 
Church , for by their prayers me 
may be affiſted and comforted 
We receiveall the books of the 
Old and New Teſtamear, as t 
were delivered unto us by S. Th 
mas, without any addition or ingys 
vation, We believe that on 
Clergy have liberty to Marry,s 
the Apoſtles and Diſciples ot out 
' Saviour were , bur that it is na 
lawful for a Prieſt to have wy 
Wives vr a Concabine, We bs 
lieve that weare bound to obeys 
Conſcience cur Supream Lord 
Giaw Beclal. and under him che 
| Abs 
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Well a4buns of our Charch, with all 
mJ the reſt of our Ecclefiaſtical and 
bf Civil Magiſtrates and Superiours, 
but no other, We religiouſly be- 
 lieve chat there us a place where 
the leſs Regenerate perſons do go 
after this life, which is neither 
Hell, nor Heavenz what it is, and 
what the ſonls do ſuffer init, we 
are not able to define, We be- 
lieve that none can be ſaved with- 
out the bloud of Jeſus Chrift,thar 
it is ſufficient to cleanſe us from 
all our fins, without any other aſ- 
liſtance, and that weare not to 
truſt upon the Merits of the Apo- 
(tles and Saints that were but fin- 
ful men as we were. We believe 
that there ſhall bea day of Judge- 
ment where Chriſt ſhall appear in 
glory to Judge all meny that we 
muſt all appear before him co give 
an account of our aQtions, and that 
atter that we ſhall all eicher go to 
K 3 hell 


ron it 
hell or heaven ; rhe wicked rogl - " 
verlaſting burning, and the RighJin 


teous toeternal bliſs, Ames, 4b 


This is the faith that the ſulJdo 
jects of Precious Gram, which well DI 
are to maintain until the coming the 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Gat 
oraut us grace that we may neve 
torlake it, notwithſtanding all the 
perſecurions and nerfoalicia of 
che enemies of Chriſt:aniry, 
This acdition was lately madg J ii 
fince ihe Portwgueſes and Othe da 
Enropeays have travelled ints 
thote parts; for when ſome Ref el 
ligious mendid endeavour to pets || f 
ct 
Ir 


{wade the Emperour to ſubmit to 
the See of Rome, and joyn with 
the other Chriſtian Princes in 
thei obedience to the Pope] © 
power. He would never do it, not || ' 
would never ſuffer the divulging || | 
the opimons which we do embrace |. 
in Jtaly,  - | [ 
& They 
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of - They do believe whatſoever is 
iplsin their Books called Mands and 
MB 4beril, as the Goſpel ic (elf ; they 
do fancy that the Apoſtles and 
Diſciples being affembled toge- 
of cher at Feruſalem, did cauſe them 

to be written for the benefic of 
0 Chriſtianity, In them are con- 
tained theſe precepts. 

To faſt every Wedneſdayin re- 
|| membrance of che wicked reſolu- 
s | tion of the Fews made upon thar 
«{ day to crucifie Chriſt, 
of | To faſt every Fryday, becauſe 
{| on that day, Chriſt was crucified 
| for our ſins, on theſe days it is 
commanded to taſt antill the eyen- 
ing. | 
To obſerve forty dayes: Lent, 
eſpecially the Paſſion week, and 
then to teed upon nothing bur 
bread and water, Et 

To meer together on the Lords 


day, and chen to hear the Reading 


_ 
ut 
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of the holy Writings of the Apo- 
ſtles and Prophets, which are 'tg 
be expounded by ſome appoint- 

ed for that purpoſe. 

To meet alſo apon the Sab- 
bath-day , and then to ſpend the 
time 1n prayer and holy $ Her in 
which days it is not permitted to 
do any (ervile work, The Sata. 
dey they keep becauſe God on 
that day had finiſhed the great 
Work of the Creation of the 
world z The Lords-day is alſo ſet 
park for Religious duties, becauſe 

hriſt on the firſt day of the 
week did riſe from the dead. 

Several other days of the year 
are ep: holy, ſome are thoſe that þ 
are obſerved in our Church,others 


are particular days appointed to 
continue the Memory of ſome 
ercat deliverances and particu- 
lar 'favouts which that Church 


and Empice haye received, 


T hey 


I0- 


tg 
If+ 


b. 


i 
n 
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- They do believe that in their 
Feſtival days; and in the Sabbath 
and Lords-day, the ſouls of the 
damned are releaſed from their 
ro: ments until che Evening, buc 
that they can neyer come out of 
that place of darknels. 

Some thoughts they bave of 
Purgatory, but nor as we in the 
Catholick Churchy they do nor 
think that Maſſes, Prayers, or any 
other pious ations can convey any 
benefit to the miſerable ſouls that 
are there frying in the ſubterrane- 
Qus ovens; therefore they never 
beſtow their Eſtates for the dead, 
but when they are departed , they 
leave them to their tortunes, as 
they do us to ours. One thing is 
very commendable amongſt them; 
when any are dead that have lefc 
ſome vilible eſtate, they ſend for 
thepooreſt perſons of chat place, 8 
offer unto them gifts ia the name 

| of 
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of the deceaſed, al make . 


Feaſt tor others better qualified, 
and ſpend rwo or three days in 


Mirth and jollity at the expences * 
* of the dead , a cuſtom derived 


from the Seythians, who did thus 
rejoyce when their friends depart- 
ed out of the world, and did cele. 
brate their entrance into 1t with 
the effuſion of tears, or rather this 
practice is derived from the belief 
of a Reſurreion, and the afſu- 
rance that the party that is dead 
1s free from all the ſenſe of miſe- 
ry and aft{tion, unto which the 
living are expoſed daily. 

They do nor believe that Maſ- 
ſes can redeem the ſouls of men 
from the puniſhments unto which 
they are liable by their miſcarria- 


+ ges, therefore they never fee the 
Prieſt to huddle up before the Al- - 


rar any prayers for them, nor do 


the dying perſons leave any an- 
nual 


(139) 
ual rents for Maſlcs to be ſaid in 
remembrance of him, or to fetch 
him out of the flames of Purgato- 
IY. 
7 be Sacrament of the Eucha- 
riſt they do adminiſter, ſometimes 
every Sunday or Sabbath-day,bur 
as it was anciently praQiſed by the 
the Chriſtians of Primitive times 
in both kinds. They are not afraid 
of that inconvenience that the 
wiſe men of our latrer days have 
thought upon, of protaning the 
bloud of Chriſt upon every unhal- 
lowed lip, or by ſp'l/ing it on the 
ground, therefore the people Co 
receive with the Prieſt in a moſt 
humble manner, almoſt proſtrate 
to the ground, before they take ir 
into their hands, they make three 
bows to expreſs the ſacred Trinity 
of perſons, and then with lifted np 
eyes and hands they eat the wa- 
ter, or the bread, and drink of the 


cup, 


| (140) 'N 
cap, kiſſing it betore they pare 
with it out of their hands, They. 
have as much reverence for that 
Sacrament, as we in /taly,burt they 
do not think the bread to be 
T ranſubſtantiated into fleſh, nor 
the wine into bloud, nor do they 
piy any reſpeRt unto it, but only 
when they do receive it#Edid en- 

vice of ſome of them why they 
did eat it with-that reverence, ſee» 
ing they did not fancyir other than 
- our ordinary bread, the anſwer 
was, that it was conſecrated to a 
holy ufc, and that ſome reſpe&t 
was therefore dae unto the Ele- 
ments of Bread and Wine, but 
when that ſhould not be, the moſt 
hamble poſture was moſt decene 
for thoſe that received from Al- 
mighty God, lo great a favour as 
the figasof Chriſt Crucifed. They 
do not preſerve either the Bread 
or Wine upon their Alrcars(thac 
| are 
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are much like ours)to another day, 
nor do they ſend it to comfort the 
- fick; that cuſtom they do not 
approve of, becauſe they may ſo 
frequently receive it every where, 
that they do not ſtand in need of 
it in ſo ſhort a time as their flick. 
perſons do continue in their crazie 
eſtate, = | 

This cuſtom they have amongſt 
them, that when any hath recei- 
ved the Bread and Wine, he ne- 
ver ventures to ſpit all that day; 
bur retains all the humidity thac 
flows inco his mouth,and ſwallows 
it for fear of caſting ro the'ground 
any part of that Cup that was in- 
tended for to increaſe their faith; 
This cuſtom is kept fo Religiou- 
ſly, that there is a great penalry 
put upon every one that is ſeen ro 
ſuffer any water to goout of his 
mouth that day, untill che eve- 
ning ; he is forced to pay to the 


poor, 
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r, and towards the reparationgÞ} * 
of their Churcha large ſumme of *F * 
money, and to ſuffer an impriſon- 3} © 
mear fix days, during which time} * 
he hath ſcarce enough of water * 
allowed unto him ro drink. Thus © 
they puniſh exceſs or want of ab» 
ſt'nence by want of neceflaties, -a + 
go0d way to make a lian ſober,” 
'They give the Sacrament not only + 
to men grown up1n years,bur alfo 
to Babes and Children, for they 
do imagine, that ſeeing Chriſt and * 
his Apoſtles doeſteem them holy, 
of the body of the Church, and 
commands them to be admitred 
into. the Communion of Chrti- 
ſtians, that therefore ir is lawful 3 
to grant unto them the priviledges * 
of Chriſtian people, as it they had 
an actual faith as thoſe thar are 
more aged have, They are igno- 
rant of choſe great. diſputes that 
have lately allarm'd Europe, and 
are 
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1. & gre not acquainted with theniceties 
y.. ns have put us together by the 
FF ears about the Euchariſt, They 
know nothing of Tranſubſtancia- 
be words of the Conſecra- 
oy ey anderſtand without any 
interpretation, that 'they declare 
unto us the uſe- and benefits chat 
We are tO receive by this Sacra- 
ment in the Chriſtian Church, 
\ They do not trouble their heads 
wherher perſonally or virtually, 
whecher corporally or ſpiricually 
Chriſt 1s preſent in his Ordinance, 
They hope for ſalvation wichoar 
the knowledge of theſe curioſities, 
and. I think they will attain unto 
it before us that are carryed by 
theſe diſpures of the Schools to 


brethren, we had been in Exrope 
very happy, it the liberty ot be- 
lieving in this particulzr had been 


Devil 


deadly animoſtties agauſt our 


letc to every one of us, but the! 


-Devil cannot fiſh but in troub 
- waters, and turbulent men h: 
raiſed theſe diſpures for 1 
own intereſt, bur could ney 
bring any benefit to the put q 
by chem, but ruine and deſtru&@ 
on. If like the 4bſ:in Church 
we had not troubled our ſelves & 
bout trifles, we had ſpared thy 
bloud of many Chriſtiza Natior 
and might be more ready to of 
poſe the Twk,thatdaily cn 
upon us. In the celebration of 
the Sacrament, they uſe no cere-. 
monies ,nor infignificant gcſtures at' 
the Conſecration, but as Chirſt 
commanded, fo they practice; the. 
Bread is of the ord inary bread that: 
they uſe in thoſe Kingdoms , they 
take of the beerer fort for this nley' 
and lay itina large phare of Gold 
or Earth ot a blew colour, and the 
Wine is of the juice of the Grape * 
Tqueezed out of it on purpole, 
They 


£ both ve - ame] 
; Tep lace oi Alees - 
ff the Church, and after the Con- 
Tecration, the Prieſt followed by 
k oy pr to the ſe 
yeral SEPATIOOn , , where b 
yers bot kinds to them,a 
receive them with the , BI 
expreffions of humility ar 
oable;after als Frag 
fing a Hyma in the Church, 
ay che . Prieſt ſires chem leave 
todepart with a 
wee baptize both Male and 
Female, the Male on the. tenth 
day, the Female on the etghth, 
This Sacrameac they often do rei- 
terace, bur not out of neceſlicy, 
but our of a cuſtom that hath 
continued , many hundred years 
derived as ſome do conceive from 
the pratice of the Fews , that 
Fa nc the bodily waſhing able 
to contribute to n lalvanion 8 
the 


_ "4 


fr 
the ſogl. 'Thele x--200 e the 
as re zealous” rofeſſors 
bar Religion, do ye t rerain n 
of their cuſtoms 4 \ although & 
do.not , believe thoſe't 
oned them'ar firſt; tor 


they circumciſe, they c IT 
Fn hd i render, reg hit 
more beneficial, t} Prieft on thy 
day of Epiphany ts "over | 
che perſons Reg the words: 
Bapriſtn, ! bptize ther in the Nah 
of the F Father, &c. Allof chem 


declare that they retain this cy 
ſtom' not' our of the belief. of 1 

' necefſiry, bur only becauſe ic h h 
continued fo long time amongll 
them for ſo many hundred year$| 
they know not how ro reform it; 
Bur I chink char they have ne 
mind ro reform or leave it, bes 
cauſe” ic flatters the intereſt © 
both” Prieſt and people'z for off 
that day the Princes officers ”. 

ma 
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weflmaake aFealt, and give $ifes in the * 
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nAIT wor Row mance OE 
jd perſdns,” they rejoyce/and ſu 

& none to-do any ſervile work. 
his, cuſtom is ſtrengthned by a 


Law very aucient, that whoſoe- 
[ver is then baprized ſhould be free - 


from ſonie ſanall impofirions thar 


yy ace laid upon'them by the Prince. 


Their former Ki ve-thus in- 
tereſled the people inthe! obedi- 
NC rothek / 10us commands, ſo. 
that although 'they” ſee how the 


cy performance is inſigmficant and 
YWuleleſs, nevertheleſs they do as 


Religiouſly obſerve this cuſtom, 


gf as if upon.it did depend their <c- 


IT'S; 
LI 
#1 


IT 
des 


otl 
do} ftian , for they obſerve many of 


ke 


_ ſalvation z when the Chil- 
are baptized, they give the 
Bread of the Sacrament (Sfroed in 
ſome Liquor tothem, 

Their Religion in gener-' isa- * 
mixture of the Jewiſh and Chri- 


Ls the 


(148) is, 
the Ordinances of the Law of Mg 
ſes thac were meerly ceremonial, 
only becauſe their fore-fathery 
did ſo. This people bath always 
had a great Veneration for: thay 
which is derived unto them by is 
heritance, and in which they were 
fix educated, fo that chey. dar 
not venture to alter what was re 
commended unto them by theiy' 
Anceſtors | practice, they wiſely 
n_ the diſorders ow. cbangi | 
would bring among em, & 
ſrecially when the cuſtoms and 
ceremonies obſerved are in-thems 
ſelves indifferent. / 

If any be pollated — 
to the Law of Moſes, they forbid 
him to enter the. Church uati 
ewenty four hours be paſt, and 
then he muſt cleanſe himſelf with 
warer. _ 

For their Churghes they haves 
great Veeratien, infomuch , that 
| - in 

, 


'Þ in them 9m, Wl aor ſaf- 
J ferany unclean creature to. enter, 


ery when they do go in, they take off 


_ their ſhooes, os ceakurtbartdvy 
DR is this, becauſe Aoſes 


71 was commanded co appe yum 

"74 the buſh with holy 

*j Tcmples being 

* pnghes eg did read, hey 

+1 think themſelves obliged ro” 

"78 low the ſame Religious pradtice. 

"Or will: nor alſo ſuffer any to 
walk up and down in their Chur- 


= ches, nor to diſcourſe of their pri- 
"of vate buſineſs, nor co laugh, fo 


lighly do they reverence them 
4 our people in 1/4ly do profeſs as 
bd mack ontivinit rele 4 fwnonF$. 

bear leſs ro the Ho: of Dy 


| for itis ordinary amongſt us to 


"1 make the great Churches a Ren- 
x dezyous of Lovers inſtead of 
| praying to a Saint, many whiſper 

their deyotions to their Miſtreſ- 


L s les 


(150) 

ſes that are attheir fides; and tt 
do return.:an{wers: accor 1 
thus they chear che wotld et 
fancies them at their prayers, a d 
they profane the holy places 
unballowed and laſcivious:aic : 
The Abi do ſhew; unto. ' 
anexcellenc.cxamplc of piety at 
and. devetion.. They!are'no' lob 
Religious 3, the otHer obſervant 
of Religion; the water-in By 
it15trnethey do not: ſanRi 
exotciſms, nor dothey wingle a 
other i0gredient, but as the : 
nuch of Quicen Candaces was Bap 
tiſed-by pure water, ſodo they di 

er (priakle with the fame elemen 
free ple bf 
tiſed ,. they either dip or ſprinkle 
them, Satin left to: the pleaſi re 
_ and choice/of the Miniſter as} 

ſees coaenient, or 2s the con 
dition /7of; the child: 5requires 
he xedrdingly deals with 0 

An 


| -(x51) 
And when the ;child.js. but, be= 


prinkled, with; #2ter, he. is lookt 
ppon as well bapnized as it be had 


| Po! been waſhed in the main Qccan 


ithſ oyer head and ears, for they think 


ons'{ got that the quantity of. water 


hh does bring any advantage to, Ne 
alli ſoul,,northatan. entire 


h eflencial to the Sacrament af bop 


wm; buc. rather, fo much only; as 


a - ps os te lignifie the toe 


and clenfing of che, mind 

all Glby jnclinaricg; ni gi 21 

ws circumciſion AS pe-bare 
the 


| þ laid, they will not leave, 


not eſteem- themſelves. ad, i 
do they, dikeſteen 


is Chriſtians for wanting it, 
Jef are; ſenſible that che exewony 


ic 
nd 


ure doth not reuder. them Foy 


ceptable to Almighty 


on # nor doth it give them a. pre-emi- 


nence aboye-ethers. It were to be 


wiſhed that Chriſtians over all the 
L 4 world 


OO Rs 
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world were of their diſpofition} 
they would not then-curſe” 
damn' their brethren for vide 
nor ſend them to © hell: becauſe 
they do not jump with them intg 
the ſame opinions, 'and follow the 
'fame frivolors cuſtoms invented 
by themſelves. A Chriſtian com 
deſcention becomes us, we ſhould 
not tack and ſend to the flames, 
men'of the ſarne 'profeſſion, bes 
cauſe only they do nor joyn with 
us in indifferent performances, but 
my defign is notro ſhew the un- 

juſtice 'of the Contr 6f Inquiſiri- 
SY 
| ny 'Tcattered' all” -=Lep Ttaly and 
Spain, bur to declare the! practice 
_ of the e£rbiopian Church, and 
theit oderario S 
| They have nor that uncharita 
ble opinion of un Ins Infanrs 
as we have, my not judge 
hem 


F. (333) 
' them in hell or any other place out 
of Paradiſe ,- becauſe they haye 
pot had the happineſs to receive 
the Seal of the Covenant , but 
they name them half Chriſtians 
here, and think that heaven is pre- 
pared for them as well as for the 
reſt of mankind hereafter, becauſe 
- that they are born of Chriſtian 
Parents,ſanQified from the womb 
and.in the womb,by drawing ſome 
nouriſhment from-the Sacramenc 
of che -Euchariſt when their Mo- 
thers do receiveit, the leaſt parc 
. of that being ſaſkcient to ſanifie 

ther, © 
They often make uſe of Con- 
feſſion, not as we do, but in aman- 
ner ' that commends their mode- 
ration, their wiſdom and modeſty. 
The perſons that are to conte(s 
domeet the Prieſt at certain days 
| in the Church before prayers do 
begin, where they priyately ons 
| ſeſs 


— 7 


(154) | 
fefsunto him in/ general all choſe Ft 
ſins of which they are.gailty z'they } 4 
name them -notuolefs rhey be || } 
heavy opon their conſciences;they'}] 
they conſult him about the remes |} | 
dies proper to ſatisfie themſelves} [| 
and abour the means co ayoid ſuch} 
miſcatriages for the furure.'' Þ 
conld never learn'thart. rhey were: 
tyed to this by any orher Law,but: 
thit which is derived from their 
own neceflity ane good y they are: 
not tyed to - particularize-theie! 
ctimesunlefs they fee it 'convent- 
ent for their comfort and refor- 
mation. The Prieſt aſſiſts thenvin 
this occaſion, affares' them of the 

mercyof God, of / the - pardon. of 
their fins if chey'-continue' 10 ' that 
repenrant , ſoff6w, and if .iv-can 
produce the amendment of! their 

lives. He prayes fot them; and 

then ſends them away with a-tle(- 


ſing. The womaii thar'is near'the 
time 


þ 


de 
ep 
be 
en 
& 
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h 
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F time of tier travel is won ro feek 
<his comfore' from her Ghoſtly 


Father,The man thar is ro under- 
take ſome long or perillous jour- 
ney --amloacs and 'dilfharges'' Wis 


' conſcience thus to render himſelf 


more ready to undergo the hazard. 
Thoſe-that march-oar with che 
2xrmies,:take with cher ſome word 
of exborration and comfort from 
their/Prieſts, chey eſteem this 'cu= 
tom neceſſary ro chem” for: the 
maintenance of Chriſtian Religi- 
on,;andftir op from time to: rime 
mens drowſie andfottiſh ſpirits in 
the: duties of Religion.” By this 
means alſo: the_Prieſts. do creep 
gta; the-favour of every: ones and 
become neceſſary''in:their Gene- 
ration, ' We are naturally prone 
ro contempt and © floachfulneſs 
in-devorion, this practice” is moſt 


' proper'to' remove" and rid us of 


thole (vices, TFhetr confeſfions 


- are! more modeſt, more bene- 


ficial 


en. Arti. — I = 
—— = —— 
F IR 
-. _ o _ XY = 
_ _——_ C oy ”— 
hy - a X 


- Y ed on ibn ae ot 4 
- </- — "— 


(136) 4 
Gcial and Chriſtian-like than 'ourg 
are, The Prieſt doth nor by any 
power granted unto him pretend 
to abſolve them , but he ſhews 
them the gracious promiſes of. 
God in his word, and tells them 


how pleaſed: he is at repentance; 


whar hopes there are of his mer. 
cy, he alſo warns them to'forbear 


from ill company,and other temp-. 
rations that do endanger our e=- 


ſtatez after confeſhon they receive' 
the Enchariſt, 

They acknowledge the Old 
and New Teſtament without 
addition to them 46 of the old 
35 of the.new are the number of 


che books z unto theſc they think 


it got lawful to make any: additi- 
on, but they obſerve many other 
things that are not concained in 
theſe books, Their Mends and 


Abetil direQs them in the manner 


of Diſcipline and' Order that is to 


Im 
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be obſerved io thoſe Countryes 5 


beſides, they obey the. confticari- 
ons and degrees of their: 4bans, 
and his. Clergy, who commonly 
aſſemble once in two years at the 
perial Court: to conſult about 
the publick buſineſs, and give ſuck 
orders as may prevent the mif- 
_ as ar eee ngo argu and 
Femtiles CO plot againſt 
them for their Prieſts and Religi- 
ous —_ > —_ > Rare 
npon the fimplicity 0 Abyſ- 
fs, and to abule heir good na- 
ture, by making it a means to in= 
creaſe the Profeſſors of their Re- 
ligion z they diſguiſe themſelves 
into —_ yore my et 
r ons, that ighe have 
the liberty to leſs 
difficultie, their yenemous DoR- 
rines te the fillypeople whom they 
Court with all manner of civility. 
To preyent therefore their - de- 
CS TM ſigns, 


—a  T 
ſigns, and @ ive ' order to.allithe}” 
contingencies that do bappen ina} t 
large Empire 'very often, 'Thiszh 1 
great aſſembly —_ ig the pre«JY | 
ſence of their Emperour to:\con+4} | 
ſult about: the preſervation; off | 
chemſelves and of Religions the | | 
Abuna fits in: the Chair, unleſfsvy} 
when the Emperour appears. a-Yvil 
mongſ them himſelf, then the}. 
Abuus fits at his feet, - and | 
Throne is ereQted a pt ac 'll 
the Neguz ; the Clergy, Bi 

and other perſons calle from all 
the Kingdoms,are round abou in | 

a Ring in ſeveral ranks; when any is * 
29 ſpeak, he riſeth trom his alice! | 
and goes forth-into the middle, and: - 
after an humble obeiſance to the ? 
Abuna or Emperour, he declares 
his judgmenr, the plurality of voi- - 
ces| determines the buſneſs in 


band. 


The 


- AAA. 46 7 

2J-1Dbe affirmarive part do lift'up 
na'f cheir- fore-finger,-and profeſs//at 
$0 the ſame time their content, and if 
| the plurality be on their fide a- 
n+] dove two or- three -perſons, their 
mf judgment'is good and lawtyl,-0- 
+ therwiſe the bulſineſs'is debated 
2 votill chat number be found in ei- 
oF ther; fide. Their decrees are” con- 
if fimed by the Emperour and' his 
{I Privy” Counſel, and nothing is 
@ lawful without his conſenr. Heis 
i the only Prince that governs in his 
dominions,none dares but by force 


a of Arms pretend any juriſdiction 
s | over his ſubjets bur himſelf, 
» | therefore he ſuffers nothing either 


{- J i Church or 'State tobe obeyed 
» | or impoſed without his  cogni- 
> | zance, The Biſhops 2nd Clerg 
. | have a power toexecure their of-. 
; | fice, teach the people their duty, 

ind ſee to their ſeveral charges, 

but they dare not innoyate or 
cCOM= 


- % . 
4 » 
4 
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- 


command the leaſt new thing all; 
though is be very. neceſſary,wichl] 
out the Emperors leave, He com : 
monly declares bis pleaſure byll. 
granting a writing, uato which hull 
Pi&are is annexed as a Seal, withall 
reat Crols in his left hand, anda 
Road be right, This Proclamal 
tion is conveyed into thoſe paryll 
that it concerns, where the peoph 
do in a meſt humble manner ref 
ceive it, When P. Clem. ſollicitedl £ 
him co ſubmit eg the Sec of Remy 
he would do it, but coms 
manded the Embaſſadour that h 
made that propoſition, to depart 
out of his dominjons, where he 
bad created a great diſturbancey 
by divalging Doarines that were' 
nor known in thaſe parts beforeg 1 
Thus the Emperour is ſole: 
Lord of both Spiritual and Tem< 
poral, and will got give an acconnts 
of his ations to any one x 'S | 
cart, 


1 
{ 
{ 
k 
( 


"al earth. He is reſpeRted accordi 
ich _ Authority or Power , _ 
me dares oppoſe or contradit his 
by commands , but they all yield a 
buf blind pager an ; oo 
{af by kiſſing on their knees the wri= 

168 tiog thac is brought unto them. 

rt Fhe ' make little conſcience 
bJ in the choice of their meats, but 
becayſe it hath been the cuſtom of 
their fore-fathers to abſtain from 
F ſme ſorts of fleſhy they do ima- 
«JJ gine that they had reaſon to 
do it which they do not under- 
ſtand, therefore rhey continue the 
wh lame cuſtoms to this day, they 
I will aor ear of any Beaſt prohibi- 
oY ted by Atoſes to the Fews, nor will 
AF they ſuffer any of them to be kill- 
aJf cd amongſt chem unleſs ir be in 
| buncing. If any ſuch creature be 
cy dead, they bury him immediately z 
J they will oeither ear of fleſh torn 
M in 


ther beaſt hath been ſuffered 4 
feed ; they will not eat any bloy 


they know not how to leave 


-up from the beginaing. 


commonly js done at the- door © 


WS heed a”, 


 ty@2 i P 
nor that hath been h 
pits nr or of which "a 


ner fleſh where the blond remaig 
in theſe particulars, they are R 
ligious obſervers of the Lawy 
Moſes, not out of conſcience, þ 


ſtoms unro which they were bra 


They have no corporal pen 
ries 1 ed them by tt 0 
Conteflors, unleſs it be in the O64 
vents and Religious Houſes. þ 
the Country thofe that comm 
any fin, do ſaffer for it the 16 
proach of his Neighbour and ſeps 
ration from the Euchariſt, ant 
he proteſles his rance, whid 


the Churches when the peopit 
and the Prieſt go out, the F 
rent preſenrs himſelf with aſt 


_— 077% bs w | 
apon his Head, and a, forrowful 


ff countenance. conteſſerh his guile, 
ol nicerdon amendment and re- 

u ws nof the damage if any be 

ing received by the Neighbour , then 
(6y the Prieſt abſolves tum, by decla- 
that for the time to come' he 

) af have liberty ro come tothe 
. ee neny; D_ that are re. 
ret and obſiinate they puniſh 
0 by b ockidding ther Neighbours 


Wy ts converſe with them. Every 


by one obſerves this ſo Religiouſly, 
6 that chey flee trom an excomtnu- 
"BJ nicaced perſon, as from a Peſtilen- 
ny cions body, fo that be is forc'd un- 
i leſs he will become an Anachoret 


pefl and rug from the converſation of 
wy the world, to reconcile himſelt a- 


gainto the Church by begging 
uy the pardon: of his offence, The 


lf power of Excommunicatioa is in 
0&8 the-Biſhop of every Dioceſe, who 


" Kinformed by the. Prieſts of eve- 
| M 2 ry 
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miſdemeanors of the peoplezÞ} 
when he is rightly informed, nog. 
only by the oo _ alfo by the} - 
congregation, he diſpatches an offi- / 
cer es a ps mee give travel} 
co Excommundicate the offending 
perſon. The Prieſt ina full aſſems 
bly informs the people of his cons 
—_ —_—_ unto them. the 
viour of the ſon, hs 
wicked life, and the andal th t 
he had given to his Neighbourg 
he makes a long diſcourſe of the 
means employed to. recal him d 
bis obſtinacy, in deſpiting the Fa 
therly admonitions that had beey 
made to him , ' and further” ſhew 
the danger tolet him - continue it 
ther Communion, He conclude 
wich an Excommuaication, and & | 
render this ation more dreadful, 
be gives leave cothe infernal ſp 
rits to ſeize upon ſygh a perſc 

| | , | 4 
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(165) | 
ol eoting into the Air a fire-brand. 
TJ | ey wit ſome kind - > ogra 
s art 5 
ef -of ſeverity is not often TY re 
Wy uſed, the offences'muſt be very 
wel grievous to oblige the Church to 
"gy (caſt upon them her thunder- 
me bolts , and when ſhe doth. it, is 
ny done with that precaution, and 
my wich that time, that the offender 
hath leiſure torepenr, and every 
nary. one is ſully ſatisfied chat ir neither 
$I proceeds from malice nor defigg. 
J When men by their open profane- 

vo acſs and horrid crimes do diſgrace 
"SJ the Chriſtiaa profeſkon , when 
of chey continue in this manner of 
"yg life, and declare their contempr of , 
oy God and his power , It is then 
ey only time to ſeparate ſuch from 
roy our Communion, who have alrea- 
wy dy ſeparated - themſelves from 
Chriſt and declard their unwor- 
thineſs to participate with us in 


M 3 the 


then eſteemed accordingly , me 
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(166) | 
the privileges of Chriſtian Ri li 
on. This was the practice of r h 
Apoſtles , and of 'the 
Churches, they did thut them & 
of Heaven who declared they 
no defire to come thither, an 
publiſhed tq the reſt the eſteem}! 
that- every one was to haveÞ 
their perſons. Amongſt them rhe 
power of Excommunication w 
ſacred and holy, it was only enj 
ployed at the extremity when 'w 
other means, neither reprehbenſiop 
nor ſhame could recal men from 
their abominable- vices, It wa 


were as fearful to fallunder i it, 
to be caſt into the flames of hell 
Aad then it was followed by ſud 
effes as did declare the dreadful 
power-of itz the evil ſpirits dic 
take the excommunicated perſon 
into their poſſeſſion, and did begin 
to torment him in the ſame man- 

ner 
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liphf ger that he ſhall be ia hell, ſothae 


many times people being (eofible 


itivell of their wotul condition did fall 


of pon their knees, and beg the par» 
if don of the Church. Ic was alſo 
if the cuſtom of old Chriſtians never 


een] 1ocome near an Excommunicared 
of perſon, all his acquaintance and 


eff friends did ſhun his company ; ſa 
of that when he did ſec himſelf aban- 
i don'd by every one,ſhame & grief 

of did work upon him and obliged 
jo_f him to - an amendment of life, In 
zh the time of the Chriſtian Empe- 

# cours this power of Excommuni- 

af cation began to be horribly abg- 
ſed and profan'd in civil Matigrs, 
to (atishe hatred and vengeance, 
ſome Biſhops did Excommuaicate 
others; at the leaſt diſpleaſure , 
they would ſend their adverſa- 
ries to hell, and ſuffer no corre- 
ſpondency co be further cnter- 
tained between them .an earth s 
' M1 by 
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(168). | 
by this means they did proclaim 
2 publick war one againſt another, 
and made uſe of the ſacred we 
pons of Excommunication - to} 
make good their quarrel, as if G 
were bound to eſpouſe their par 
ticular intereſts and ſins with them 
apainſt thoſe for whom they had 
conceived a * diſpleaſure, Yifn 
- Biſhop of Rome with one thunder- 
bolt of the Vatican was reſolved 
ro caſt all the Eaſtern Churches 
from the hopes of -arriving t6 
Heaven. The Biſhops of Conſtan- 
r15nople Excommunicated thoſe of | 
Alexandria, and they excommur |. 
nicated them of Conſtantinople; 
and in theſame City theſe thun- 
der-boles of Excommunication 
were heard againſt ſeveral fati-J 
ons, meer ſcar-crows when ul} ap- 
plyed; when Excommunication is 
abuſed to promote our ſecular in- 
rerefts, 'it is like the «xoX0015, of 

- the 
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| . (169) 
the Heathens , or the 'Canoniſg- 
tion of the Papiſts, 2 Chimers, a 
yain and frivolous: ation, if thar 
may be ſo named, that profanes 
or diſgraces one of the moſt ſa- 
cred parts of Religion, 'and miſ- 
" apply that divine power with 
which Chriſt hath intruſted the 
\Rulers of his Church, Ler them 
take heed how and upon whom 
for the tuture they employ this 
holy weapon, for they may by the 
abuſe of it bring a conremprt up- 
on themſelves and Religion, thar 
_ all their policy and fevertty will 
. never be able to remove; 1 pray 
God rogrant unto thoſe amongſt 
us ſuch Chriſtian wiſdom and mo. 
deration,thar piety maybe cheriſh- 
ed, and the profaneneſs ciſcoura- 
ged , that peace and unity may 
Reign amongſt us, and that they 
may advance the intereſt of Chrt. 
Mtianity as well as of this or of thar 


tation, The 


of - = +—X S664 = X 
- _- Ne. an. To th 


-his former privileges,at his repen- 


(170) 
The Abyſs:n; never burn an! ex- 
communicated perſon, nor 'do* 
they ule any violence againſt his 
Perſon or Goods, unleſs he offers 
to break the publick peace, or to 
prononnce ſomething to the pre-=' 
judice of the Government, then. 
they lay hold of him and ſecure 
him in a convenient Priſon, 
never make uſe of excommunica-" 
tion, but in caſes chat concern the 
cuſtoms and manners of a man, and” 
never then, unleſs he continues in 
his evil praiſes after admoniti» 
onz/when they reftore a man to 


tance, they do not impoſe any 
pecuniary or corporal penalty, as 
we do in Rome, but he is admitted 
after the Biſhop hath been ac 
quainted with it, only by declaring 
it unto the Congregation with the 
figns. of his repentance z, for as 


much as I could learn they donat 
. think 


 (a71) 


' think that our purſes or our bodi. 


ly puniſhments can further our 
Reception into Gods favour, un- 
leſs the ſoul be really. humbled 
and contrite, The flagellations 
and macerations of the body uſual 
ig many of our Cities of Spain and 
1taly, were never ſeen amongſt 
them unleſs it be upon the borders 
of their Kingdoms amongſt the 
Mahumetans and Geniiles, whole 


"I Religions do recommend unto the 


Proteflors of them voluntary pes 
nances as high expreſſions of de- 
yotion ; ; bug this kind of deyotion 
is not in practice amongſt theſe 


Chriſtians of CYboſs!s, therefore 


know nothing of indul 

7 and cents Iowans en 
Rulers of the Church. This trade 
was never introduced amongſt 
them. 

They have anexcellen order a- 
mongſt them m the Church, The 
Abuna 


wr WT” | » 
Abuna is the chief, he, is. as the 
Pope in Rome, or as the Arch» 
biſhop, his power is to command 
over all the Kingdoms ſubje@ ro 
the Neewsz in matters of Religio gion, 
and to ſee that the Orders or De» 
crees of the aflembly that meer: 
every other year be obeyed under 
bim. Biſhops are appointed in the 
ſeveral Kingdoms,buc they do nog 
receive any into holy Orders, 
That Office belongs to the Abun;; 
bur theſe Biſhops have the power” 
of 'excommuttigtion , and of re-. 
proving the Gitergyaghpler them. 
that behave themlelves not well 
in their funqiong b_ Biſhop is 
uſually ſeated in che moſt confi: 
derable place of the Kingdom, - 
3: . where he hath ſo much Land be- 
[hs longing to him and his office as is: 
WU able ro maintain him in that de» 
Wil gree of honour, 
\Þ} 
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' The reſt of the Prieſts owe no- 
thing to him our of \theur allow- 
ance; be officiates as the reſt, and 
is 80 otherwiſe diſtinguuhed from 
them but by his habit, that is not. 
the ſame with theirs, and by the 
reſpeR that every one pays to his 
gravity, for never any young men 
are admitted to that honourable 
place in the Church, only merit 
| 2fliſted by the eſteem the gary 
2 and- their Prince have for them, 
"F when they come to ſach an age, 
that all their y inclinations 
m {| are paſt de be Epiſ- 
1 copal Re 
The or hath ſome depen- 
»; |  dency upon the Patriarch of Alex 
, | ardriz, Relident at Grand Cairp. 
- | When he is dead the Emperour 
5" | ſends to the Monks of Fer»ſelem, 
| of the Orderof St, Anthony the 

Hermite z they immediately pro- 
ceed tothe chufing of one fir Fa 
7 0 


" (174) 
ſo great an __ when” he it 
iccht upon and ſegt away, he paſ. 
{th th by. Grand Catro, ſalutes tt ge 
Aeucye in Egypt, and then Mar»! 
on his journey to the Impe-! 
ri#Court, where the Emperour? 
and all the Nobles do welcome. 
him with all expreſſions of ref, pet. 
and-bogour. He ſcldom remains; 
io-0ge place, bur often, Viſis the; 
Kingdoms of the Emperours dos! 
minions, toſee and provide to alÞ 
difordery that « daily happen.* 
| are placed?! 

with the” 
ny 


4 


. 


them. Whea there is any vacancy” | 
the;Emperour grants the Lands 
an$4#he Office to whom he plea-' 
ſeth, the ge muſt __ 
ove of the chygice z all the'de- * 
Wh of the Clergy are diſtin- 
guiſh- 


, 


(195) 
iſhed _— one another , and 


the by ſome badge or 
Wic- which ike the office 
"oj tar chey have undertaken. 
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The Tranſlator. 


is Relationis agreeable to 
the account that we have 
formerly received of the Abyſsans, - 
wricten by Damianw DepgGes @ 
F Portugueſe, and received Za- 
4 gs Zabo, the Abyſs Embaſſadour 
Fear from the Negss ipto Portagal 
= to King Fob» yes the year 
-} 1526. Deamianws de Goes contratt- 
0: ed a Friendſhip with this Embaſ- 
y"j ſacour, and obliged him to diſfco- 
s '} ver unto him the cuſtoms and Re- 
$ 


ligion of the Chriſtians in AXbaſsia, 
both Relations do agreein many 
things, I conceive that De Goes 
doth favour the intereſt of rhe 
Ro: 


ED 


(176) y 
Roman Religion in many particy 
lars, but in others be declares hoy 
the 4by/+ins are different from theif 
Papiſts z the Reader may conſul 
the Author, a piece of it is hergif 
rranſlared for paklick 1atisfaannhi 
ON. 1 


— 


Zagazabo the Emperou of Abaſzig 
A mbiſ[adour in Portugal. 


Ager that I was come 1at 
Portugal, I had often mar 
ciſpuces with certain: Doors, 6: 
ſpecially Dillacas Ortifiue Biſhop of 
the Iſle of St, Thema, and Dea 
of the Kings Chappel, and with 
Peter Margalho about the choi 
of Meats. Ic will not therefore bel 
amiſs xo ſpeak now ſomething a 
bout ic. Firſt you muſt know that 
according to the Old Teſtamear 


were oblzryed the Rules for ro 
chuſe' 


My &x 177. 

b ont Meats, which-was com- 

nded by Gods Word, that did 

re avards take ff he Virgin 

, he idid walk and [converſe 

bo 10C oft his A les. [{ Thisword 
"God 'is alwayes the fame and 
living; never ſubjet ro 

e, therefore wharkhe/com- 
ided ſhould: not be jeatery be- 
Wee of rs neces 7 he never 

| 1 e leave afterwards: itvhis -Go- 

| to eatit,5Ivis true, tiSkells us 
othat what enters in by the-miouthy 
doth not defite the man; bur 'thar 
Fbicti proceeds from the mouch, 
dur he dot noc lay it; that he 

| wehe contradict whathe had be- 
chiſfore eſtabliſhed, bur: only thar he 

niphr refute the ſuperſtition of 

he Fews that did reprove the A- 
Woſtles for' eating with | unwaſhe 
Funds, And'the Apoſtles them- 
Fe es whiles they lived with our 


oWwiour Chriſt Jeſus, never made 
| N uſe 


yo RY 


aſeof nachos beats, nordid 

zaſte of thoſe things that w 
prohibited. in the Law, and nos 
of them did offer£0: tranſgreſs k | 
this particular, After our Savianl 
Puracgin the _— 


_ Ham the G 
bythe Sire R c 


_ ever eat oc kill 1 
= le is true;St, all i 
cat, inquire not of it 
conſcience 


after thar 
St 
| you co & Feaſt and you hay 


mind to go, of veer Omg is | + 


before you eat, 

ting brcante of calmer. 
if any ſhall ſay this was ſac 
os biel, ds not eat of: 

becauſe of him that cold thee, al 

becauſe of conſcience, &c. 

this St, P al ſaith to pleaſe the 

that were not ſufficiemly confiraf 
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as 14 | A 79) | 
Wed in the faith, becauſe between 
them and. the Fews there were 
u [DUE ME conpertiagny0n 
t might a 
ther y he fided with, aad mo 
MM co pleaſe che Chriſtians thac 
Gyere not confirmed in the faith, 
WO Thi Gs _u _ to m_ the 
L W, OUT y DY gran ome- 
«all thing wage oor yy. wight 
ww them to the faith, The ſame 
\W$poſtle faich, Let bim rhat ear- 
"Wu not deſpiſe him that eateth, 
vor him that eateth not judge him 
Wihar careth 4 for he thac eacech, 
Featezh to the Lord, and he chat 
WFezceth not, cateth not ro the 
1d, 
ay” Therefore it is an unworthy aR 
ito reprove forrein Chriſtians ſo 
UFhercely and in a hoſtile manner, as 
1 have been for this and other 
matters that concern not true 
Math, Ie were more wiſely done. 
q N 3 9 


—— — — 

(180) ; nl 
ro bear with ſach Chriſtian may} 
as rhe Creeks, Armentans, and' x0 
thleplans are, to rrear them witly 
kindneſs and charity, and to ſuffer 
them to live and converſe with 
ther Chriſtians, for we are alf 
baptized inthe ſame baptiſme,and 
ſabſcribe nnanimouſly to the ſame 
belief. There is no canſe where 
tore any ſhold ſo fariouſty diſputf 
about ceremonies, let ' every one 
obſerve his own without - hatre@ 
and railing one agaiafſt another, fot} 
that the corref; acy betweer 
Churches ſhoald nor be unterrup- 
red, if afar off they uſe cuſtoms i 
thoſe Provinces proper” to the 
place and genius of the people, 
Beſides, we have in the 4#s of 
the Apefles, how Peter ſaw the 
Heavens opened, and 2 certaig 
veſſel come down 1 ke a great 
ſheer bending on the four corners 
eo the earth, in the which were al 

| 959 


(131) 
| .of court ted Beaſts and 
eq. of the. earth, with the 
whls of the-Air, unto him the 
yaice did ſay, Kiſe Peter and car, 
unto whom: Petey anſwered , Far 
be it frow we Lord, for 1 never did 
ut any commun or unclean thing. 
The voice anfwcred him , What 
Te cid hath purified do not thes call it 
apclean; which being often repea- 
ted, the veſſel was taken up- into 
Heaven, 

. Theſe things being done, the 
ſpirit ſent bin. to Ceſarea to Cor- 
zwelizs a pious man, and one that 
did fear God, unto whom as Peter 
did preach: The Holy, Ghoſs fell 
90 o that heard the _wy God, 
and Peter did baptize, &c. 

This Viſion is thus interpreted 
Vo by us in Erhieple, the clean Beaſts 
UT are the Children of 1/rgel, the un- 
dean the Gentiles, who are thus 
i called , becauſe they are worſhip- 
N 3 pers 


- (183) 
pers of Idols, ind 4the Unc aſt 
works of the Devil. fo flew | 
the voice ſaid unto Peter, Perey x 'f 
av ki8, we thus underftand ir, 
ter, Baptize, Bas ; that is,Preach a it 
pabli the faith and the _ 
our Lord Jefus Chriſt tothe x 
le of 1ſr4el, and re the Eentil | i 
t is certain that it can never | 
found, that Perey, or 40y other Wiki 
the Apoſtles did either kill or ex 
6 
ooo 
'r 
'L 
q< 
'p 
( 
4 
I! 
| 
| 
| 
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unclean Beaſts after this Vifioi 
Now when the Scripture ment 
ons food, in feveral places it i 
rends to fignifie anto vs Chri 
and his DoQrine ; * we muſt not 
therefore underſtand it of xn 
poral or nouriſhing food. AY 
learned do agree grows this ſhee 
that was fhewn unto Petey, di 
ng him high and ſublime mat 
ters, and not the inferiour thir 9 
of the world that relate 'not to onrl 1 
lalvation, neither are we to gi 


\. 


ther 
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| Mater from thence that we have 


| to eat of unclean things, 
TE: that can never be 

of Scriprure z wherefore' do - 

f! Ft Apoſtles amongſt the Decrees 

f chetr Council command us not 

e of crearnres hang'd, ſtran- 

, torn in pieces, or half caren 

' other beaſts, or of blouds 

Sir God loves cleanneſs and 

ti lbriety , and | bates glutton- 

i cefs, x. uncleanneſs, God loves 

if hem alſo char abſtain from fleth, 

4þ nd much more them that feed 

bread and herds, and are 
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U84) 
chibe that ſpcaks exil of habe 
ther , or. Judges his bother, ſpeak | 
evilot-rhe Law, and Judges of zh | 
Lawgand:S. Pal adviles.to be c 
rent, wich gur own traditions , | 
not to: diſ-pure abour,,the Law@ | 
Moſes with Chriſtians ,, wherefasl. 
ip is not handſome to, quarrel 1 h 
our brethren about zhe Law,or the 
ghoice of Meats, for mears do ng 
render, us more 'or leſs acceptablel / 
to.God ; therefore let us ſeek ab 
ter - the. hbeayenly food, and 7 ; 
aſide theſe frivolous di puratiogs 
- abour Meath | & 
& e things that I. my havel 
ont ner, Y: 
uf; an t | g q on 
wr 68 6 Fogregees Xt Au of Us ; 
vbhmght juſtife my own, 
pla from-rhecrael leur york 
Ig Da 
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: 

i 
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is ſabjeQs, do. revile vs and call 


(Lis «x Fews and eMabamerans, becauſe 
f, wh. we obſcrve the Set#rday as the 
com Zews, and faſt cill*Evening as. the' 
al AM ebumerens z they ſay thee 
"af + things ſhould not be . done; by 
fare] . Chriſtians, they do alſo comm In, 
wubJ againſt us for the Marriage of our 
wel Clergy, who bave the ſame liber- 
& ry as the other people, and Fe, 
el - canſe, we are re-baptized every 
$ year, 23 if we did diſtruſt the effi- 
cacy..of the firſt, baptiſm, becayſe' 
uy we circumciſe men 2nd women, 
aj winch coſtom the Fews do not/qb- 
Tel | ſerve fo pundually; becauſe, we 
1 keepthe Lay of. Weſes 1n_the 
choice of meats ; and becauſe we 
judge more charitably of Chriſti- 
an children before baptiſm than' 
ey do, and eſteem them not ag 
gans, but as half Chriſtians, I 
\ baye been forced to publiſh this 
that E might juſtifie my own peo- 
ple 


D (186) FX. 
ple from their ſlanders that accuſe} 
us, and. that I might oblige the*? 
Doors of the Charch of Rewe rg 
be the more kind rous. I know? 
not by what Religions inſtin&® 
they have been moved to forbid? 
me to participate with them in the? 
Body and Bloud of Chriſt in the7Y. 
Sacrament, fince I am come into}. 
Portagsl,neither do] know where-} 
fore I am eſteemed amongſt my 
Chriſtian brethren as a Heathen 
and an excommunicared- perſon”y 
which hath cauſed me mach grief,” 
but to him that ſees and Judges! 
all things I remit my cauſe. ©}: 

I am not ſent by my moſt migh-. 
ty Lord the Emperour of Z14/o-""j 
pi4, to the Biſhop of Rewe,and the” 
moſt Serene Prince Fobn King of 

Portugal, only to (entertain them 
with diſpurations z but to 'con- | 
clude a firm league, and open a } 
correſpondency berween' them ,- 


F oy _.. 
vi] got to diſcourſe about humane 
y4 the etrours of 4rrrw the Prince'df 
FF Hereticks, and know whether the 
4-1 Chriſtians of Erepe do joyn with 
474 os in- oppoſing his opinions; and 
#0 further, that I might know whe- 
e777] ther it be the cyſtom of the £ays- 
FT pron Chriſtians to: aſſemble in 
Counfel twice every year about 
pI Matrers of faith, es the Apoſtles 
pF have commanded:in their Synodi- 
ab book, the firſt afſembly 
order ro be met on the day 'of 
1 Penrecoſts, the ſecond on the 
- tenth of O#ober, | 
; Beſides, I am' come to know 
"4 how we agree abont the crrours 
| of Macedentze of Neftorine , and of 
| Emtchers abonr the laſt the Conn- 


cil of Calcedene aflermbled, but the . 


Biſhops broke up the aſſembly 
before any Cc on , retaining 
their own opinions; My aj 
[EAt'Y mo 
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molt M Miginy Emp 


cel's, and is F 
al his ſubjeRs,z BY (ray dil cord: 
ad.crrours , theſe Tares that. the 
Der hath oy in the Lords 
bave always —_ , the ful 
and moſt powerful Biſbop of the, 
world, and were it not for. the} 
Muhumenens, whoſe Country be 
berwcen aus, do higder our 
pa age,& for thegreat diſtance of 
an , we ſhould ſend to. his, 
Copr 'very often, King Ema-: 
act of blefſed Memory did firſt, 
open.a way to.us from the Red ' 


ſea, &c. 
Havi pokeo of theſe things, 


I will ay ſomerhing of our Empe-, 
_ rour,& of our Patriarch, You muſt 

on firſt, that. our: Patriarch is: 

riius ſolemnly elected by and our / 


of our Monks of Feruſalem: that. 
there 
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1alth ere do dwell 'ar the Sepiilchre 
nei of ow Lord.” When the old' Pz-” 
" hs is dead, ek, — 
is fpacches away with all (p , 
he | expreſs cothe Monks that ING 
rdg f Feraſealtm, as ſoon as they haye 
| received the news of the death of 
J the Abans with the Prefentrs' thar 
the Emperour ſends to onr Savi- 
FJ ours Sepulchre , they proceed to 
4 the election of another 468532 ; 
x whom they chuſe by the plarglty 
"J of voices, Ir is noc lawful co pitch 
upon another for that office ,” bur 
only upon an Inhabirane of 'H/cs- 
ris, and upon one whoſe life is 
irreproachable,' When they bave 
choſen him, they give unto him 
bs difpatches with the meſſenger 
that came to give them notice of 
the, former Abwna's death. They 
g0 together to Grand Cairo, to 
meet the Egyptian Patriarch that 
hab tbere his ordinary reſidence; 
to 


by theend i the be may. han þ 


# : 
' . 


quainted with the eleQtion. 4 
Patriarch when he approves of the 1 
ſufficiency of the perſon for ſo eel} 
minenr an office y' be ſends him in 4: 
to. Ethiopts with the meſſenger} « 
always be according 10 4 

bu ares 2 « Monk of they « 
Order of St. A#:honyche HermitegY 
with him chis meſſenger haſteng'Y « 
towards E:btopia,wherewith all ex<Y} « 
prefſions of joy and honour they - 
are received of all men, Some-}} i 
| 

by 


times a year or two paſſes before} 
this bubacſs.can be df diſpatched. In} 
the mean while the p54 diſpc 
of the great Revenue of the Mhad 
#s according to his pleaſure, Now! 
the chief office of an A4bexs, is to 
confer Holy Orders, none but he” 
can give them, or ought to take 
them away,or degrade the Prieſts, 
He never affeQts to meddle with | 
the giving of Biſhopricks, or "he. 


\ . 


<1 Benef that do beloog to the 
| "preciew Giam, who may do with 

x4 them according to his pleaſure 
*f And when the Patriarch or- 4boks 
wi 5 dead the Em 1s the Heir 
x;4 of bis Eſtate, which is very great. 
| Ep Soon Patriarchto 
- | og > mins" nat of - 
"dulgencies of thoſe penalties thac 
A «ec impoſed for grievous faules, 
vi The Sacraments. of the Church 
"| are never prohibited to any unleſs 
«F it be for the crime of Marder. 
S Our Patriarch is called in eur 1lan- 
'] guage 46-24, be that is at preſenc 
4 this place is called at his bapriſm 
'' Aerk; a man aged of abour 108 
years. Moreover it is to be noted 
that we begin the year the firſt of 
September > which is with us rhe 
Eve of St. Fob Baptiits day, the 

reſt of the Feaſt days wekeepat ._ 

the ſame time thKt chey are*kepe 


by 


by the Church of Rowe, Wet 
not omit that St. Philip the Ape 
ſtle came into our' Country, aft 
did there preach the- Goſpel ofot 
Saviour Chriſt, 
'-*You ' muſt'further kfjow-'rl6 
nawe of our Emperour,; chat ic 'uſ0 
Precious Fohw ot Glam, and nod 
PrieflFobn, as here-it is falſly re 
mn for” i&' © in ot 
angua Cizm Bilal, thar is,” Pr 
cime oc kigh Fohn'in” the Chatdah 
que Language, it is wricten ow i 
Excoe, which hath the ſame inrer 
preration Pregiows' ' or excellet 
Fohn, He is not to be named Em 
perour of the Abyſsins, as Mahi 
hath wricten, bat of che Z1rbiopiniſ# 
ans, He being an Armesian, could 
not know ' our affaiis petfet-P 
Iy,' eſpecially thoſe that concern! 
our Religion; for that reaſon he* 


declared many things ro Ki 0 
many! of happy Memory, w y, Vii ; 
are 


e.not. {o 2moog us, not out. of 
s deſi ign of deceiving him, for 
ewas a good man, but becauſe 
yas well acquainted with our 
ſigion, ; - 
[The Empire many times doth 
fall roche ſhare of the Eldeſt 
2n of che Emperour, but to him 
ato hom the . Father will give 
, He that ow governs is the 
rd Sp of the laſt Emperour, 
bath deſ xryed that botour by 
, pai ngrelpes which he had 
ther ; for when he was 
09.8 j voor -bed,tie command. 
All his Sbns one after another 
fir. upon the Imperial Throae, 
hich they did, he ts excepted 
ar be ir trom mie, ſaid he, chat I. 
| infp aſcend to thic Seat 'of my 
Tord and Father,' which pious mo- 
eſty procured bim the Empire 
{ Mm ” big Father z his name is Das. 
/ $i his Ewpire is very large , and 
; | 0] cd. 
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- contains both Chriſtians and Helly 
'thens. In it are many Kings all 
Princes, Earls, Barons, Grande 
and much Nobility, that is m 
obedient to him, Gold and' Si 
yer ate given and exchanged bk. 
weighr.” Amongſt us are mails. 
Towbs' and Cities, but not ſel 
as T have ſeen in Poriegal, þ 
Preciexs Giars doth always live. 
z flying Camp, and in Ten: 
This Cuſtom is obſerved , thi 
the Nobility might exerciſe theallli 
ſelves continually in Military Mi 
ions, for we are ſurrounded on My 
with ſides the enemies of our fa 
with whom. we have often ma 
Conflidts, always, or for the mg 
part ' with ſucceſs, through cl 
goodneſs of God, | þ 

"This ts the account Zaza Zs 
£ives of his own Country, his Reds, 
lation may be conſulted by tholl 
thy defire more ſatizfaRtion ; folly 

67 
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*Sbvicy fake, much'of it is mic- 
—. Scaliger in che eighth Book 
at his de Zmtndatione temporum, 
peaks thus of the Z1hiopians. 
SI"We have not beea the firſt that 
y ve heard of rhe Ethiopian Chri- 
Sts, for-they have Churches,not 
Mnly in Conſtantinople, bur alſo at 
me and Fexice, where for 2 
itile they liaye had liberty co 
Iertorm t ig njppwenth* us wg 
Aoyages of the Portugueſes. 
, te Foaral of Frank Alvarez, 
| whe paſſed into the heart of E- 
btepla , many things * may bg 
town of them, and of their cu- 
*Stoms; until this time we have 
Meard only of the name of Z1his- 
W, bart it is ſtrange that in che 
ime of our fore-fathers, we firſt 
ard that there were Ethiopians 
tom choſe of Aſia; for about 300 
ago chey did command in 
cſpecially Drangians upon 


6 
(ey. '®, A the 


Ye 
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the confines of Suftans z alſo. 


India, and amongſt the Chineaſglt 
a great Continent, until the Ex 


perours of the Tartars did c 
them our of Afi for the Abyſullþ 
being vanquiſhed, were mids. 


of China by Cingi King | 


Tartays, when Krcam x by 
Emperour of Ethiopia was 


I; 


Atterwards Cincan Son of (inet 


and his Son Bathin Can, Emp 
rours of the Tariars,purſued 1 


Abyſcins, and forced them ou 


of Moni and all the Region of t 
. Chinenſes, and obliged hel 
return into Africa, We. may | 
preſenr wonder that this Nati 
thould be ſo ignorant of the / 
of Navigation , who was 


—— T} 


powerful by Sea, and by Land 

that it commanded from ores 
as far as China, from that time \ 
have heard of the Emperour a * 


Ethiopia by the name 0 Friſe 


C — (205) 
M@:;, which in the Perſian language 
S{that is in £f as univerſal as the 

aylLatin is in Eergpe) ſignifies Apo- 

I folick. Padeſchs Preſtegran), the 
WApoſtolick King, that is, the 

ou Chriſtian King, The «eArabians 

Wall him cMelich Reſſulr, and the 
WM Eh:ioplens , Neguſch Chavvarlay- 

Ws, There are- many Crodles yer 
Shnding in 4, in Fapen , China, 

Mind other places,thar declare how . 
Slkrge the Empire of the jwace = 
ms in that Continent , beſides, 
Min Melabey there is a Temple. of 

it. Thomas yet to be ſeen, that is 

"Rofthe Struture and manner of 

building of the E1hioprevs, 
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A Continuation of Segn, E,Barg 


Of the Gromth and Commodiy it n 


of the C Ounnry. 


His Country ſtretches it 
ſelf about Sche degreadlae 
NY and as mally South trg 
the Line; So that it lies expo 
eo the fury of the Sun beams, T 
{oil nevertheleſs in many plag 
is extream. fruitful , and. the : 
temperate, eſpecially towards this 
Evening, thea the great De ny cc 
come to refreſh the herbs 'a 
fruics that the parching Sun | þ 
| [t 


injured. Part of this Conatr 
is very barren and incommodic 
for habitation, ſometimes we hawf-. 
felt ſuch extream heats, thatilly 
was not poſſible to ſubfiſ out af 4 

ſhade, and abour/ fixe miley} 
urthcr between the Mountain 


*. 8 


MK — ky, the trees , we, had 
ach a pleaſant, ayr, that Jnever 
w any more temperatequn Ea- 


teeiar, 1 met with a , Many 
4 akes and freſh River elparalle 
Son the borders of 73 tk wh 2 
'$ Fubere the ground y ieldaall mag» 
reegoe r of Fruit, Trees, and Corng 
raglPomegranates .of extzaordinary 
ehgoels, Applics, Peats, Peaches, 
a i Apricocks are very (mall, bac 
ola very pleaſant _—_ The 
Whave here a Fruit that they c 
W Coveſbas that grows in their, Gar= 
widens, it is very delicious,and much 
hike unto our little Muskmellons, 
a bue of a contrary taſte, The Abyſ- 
of fins make a great account. of .it ia 
| qheir Feaſts, 
. The Corn of this Conntry is 
t yery good, bigger than that of 1- 
if 4y in moſt places. They have 
3 Beans, Peaſe, Lentils, Barley, 
Wheat, and all ſorts of Grains, 
O4 but 


but where the Conntry is fo dy 
and bfrr n that it will not anſwet- 
the labour of the HusbandmanJ- 
nature hath provided inſtead "oj 
Corn, a"'wild Grain" called Ty 
Deguss, of this the Inhabitang 
e a Bread which 'is as cou” 
and unpleaſant as the Climate,” 
' Inmany places Oranges and L 
mons grow naturally in thy 
Woods, here is alſo many Tre 
that yield an odoriferous {mad 
and a great deal of Brazil.wood 
Sugar Canes in great abundang 
which the Inbabirants do make ui 
of not as we do, for they have ni 
the Art to extra the Sugar, buy. 
they feed upon them raw, | 
They have no Oil nor Oli 
Trees, bat an Herb that ſerve. 
them inſtead of Olives, ir is cab 
ed Heney, they ſteep ir' and dra 
out the juice that looks like Gola 
very -beautiful to the eye, and1 


a i 


1% 
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0 di-Jeſs pleaſant rothe raſte, for the 
nſng- Oil or Liquor extracted from it 
nar} hath neither ſmell nor taſte, and is 
dv yery far as Oil uſes to bez ſothar 
4; the Inhabitants are by that means 
ta ſupplyed with that which ſerves 
our” them as well as the beſt Oil of z- 

"4 tay. | | 
4 The Woods and Rocks are full 
- of Bees, ſo rhac they have much 
+ Honey and Wax,with which they 
” make Candles, for they have no 
Tallow, becauſe they do not kill 
many tame Beaſts, Here is a 
id great Trade of Raw Silks and 
Stuffs which the Blacks fetch 
- from hence to, carrv into their 
Country, where no Trees are to 
be found to harbour the Silk- 
vl. worm, Upon the confines of the 
Negwz dominions near the King 
dom of Damut are Mines of Gold 
about the lake, out of which the 
River N#gey proceeds, ſo that this 
a+ River 
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river carrys2way ſome of the ſandy! 
part, and rowls it with the ſtream. 
that is extream fierce, (for it fally- 


trom high Mountains) and runs 
with a great impertuolity to the 
main Ocean; upon the ſand the 


» 


fl 
*. 
- 


” 


Negers do pick up much Gold. 


which crumbles from the Rocks, 


and proceeds out of the Mines: 


that are diſperſed all over the 
Country. | 

The Negss hath people daily 
at work in them , they are com- 
monly men taken Captives from 
their Enemies. When the E- 
thiopians go out to War, they {ave 
the lives of all thoſe that ſubmir 
themſelves to their mercy, and 
ſend chem to thele places to pre- 
pare the Gold, and fit it for the 
uſe of the people. 

Some Silver - Mines are alſo 
here, but not ſo many as of. Gold, 
tot the hot country is not {0 proper 

- for 


oy 
Us. 
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Fo that kind of Oar, The parch- 


ing Sun is more powerful in this 
Climate in the boſom - of the 
earth, {o that all ,the ground thar 
is proper for the {ubſtance of 
Gold, it turns it into this Metal, 

The Mines are not {o deep as in 
other Kingdoms , they are much 
like unto our Quarries ot Stone 
in Ztaly, The Stone or Rock with 
which the Gold is mingled is very 
ſandy,l{o that it will crumble with. 
out any difhculty. The mine doth 
uſually run in a vain, it is eafie to 
diſtinguiſh ic by che a9 $0 which 
is diſtint from the other part of 
the Rock, The Inhabitants ſay 
that all along the River that 
burſts forth of the Lake Laira , 

many ſuch Golden Quarries Are 
to be found, fo that the violence 
of the ſtream doth ſometimes un- 
looſe the more precious part. from 
the reſt, and carry it away 46-rhe 
great 


(112) 
great benefit of the Inhabitants] 
who gather it up along the ſhoar] 
afrer great Rains; and afterwards | 
they carry it tO E#iny, Or tO: Mp- 
zambique , and other places of 
note where Merchants reſorc, In 
the Land towards the Country of 
the Blacks,lives a people very de- 
formed and miſhapen, different 
from the reſt of men, not in the 
main compoſition of the body, |. 
but in che diſproportion of the 
parts, They do not love toappear 
amongſt perſons that have the 
true form of men; neceſſity con- 
ſtrains them to enterrain a Trade, 
which they do in ſuch a ſtrange 
manner, that they are not like to 
the reſt of Nations, They inha- 
bir the Country called Guangars 
and Medis, it is mountainous and 
inconvenient for paſſengers, whom 
chey_never ſuffer ro go through 
cheir dominions, The River Wge's 
0 


T _ (nn3) 
I ſo full of Gold paſſethalong their 
I Territories ,, and furniſhes them 
{| wich that Commodity, to ex- 
change for thoſe other Commoadi- 
ties that nature requires, and that 
they have not in ſuch plenty as 
their Neighbours, Ir is a buſineſs 
of difficulty to ſpeak with ſome 
of them they are ſo ſavage, Thoſe 
that Trade upon the River, may 
7, | Land their Goods and ſee them 
1e | afar off, but they ſeldom do ſhew 
cr | themſelves, , They are very juſt 
e | in thcir dealings, and will noc 
- | wrong, ſtrangers of a farthing, 
which it they did, it might puta 
. ſtop to their Trade, withour 
which they cannot probably live, 
| They ſeem to have tome Govern» 
| ment among(t them, for upon. the 
mountains, places are fortified, and 
the paſſages blockt up, and they 
bave been ſeen to obſerve a Dec 
corum tn their inanner of Life and 
behaviour, From 
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- for che ſhips go up the River m 
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From this place many Nations 
of Europe have their Golden duſt, 


41 

1 

11 
ny bundred leagues to Trade with'y * 
this obſcure fort of people, who! | 
ſhew themſelves afar off leaving” 
with their Merchandiſe ſuch ws. 
kens and ſigns, that may expreſs 
their demands, but they alwayes' 
retreat at the lame time into the: 
Woods, and will not ſuffer any. 
ro come near, This hath been re-_ 
lated to me for certain by many 
eye-witneſſes, and by perſons of 
Credit. and Worth: this is a 
ſtrange ſort of people, which none 
of their Neighbours can certainly | 
Know. 

Ethiopts yields many other 
Commodities, Hides are ver 
plegtiful, eſpecially of the wilde 
Beaſts and Buff-skins,which in this 
Conntry are bigger and thicker 
than in any other, Here are ſtuffs 
made 


T (213) 
6 | made of the Bark of the 1rdiey- 
1-4 eee that grows alſo here in every 
1270 place yz the common people are 
ity | <mployed to fit it for (ale and 


ho | work. Some Spices, Drugs, and. 
ng Roots do naturally come torth'in 
0. | this Climate called by che anci- 
ſo | Ents the Torrid Zone. The Mer: 
ex | chants of Adel, and Mozambique, 
te | end of other places adjoyning to 
y the Seadoenter into the Land in 
"1 times of Peace ro Trade with the 
y Inhabitants and fetch from them 
;f | their Commodities, to conve 

+ | them afterwards to the Sea-fide, 
> | wherethe Avors, the Arabs, and 
/ Banyans of the Indies do meer 


them , with the Factors of other 
Nations, to take from them their 
Goods, Now this is the policy of 
all the Princes that keep the Sea 
ſhoar, not to ſuffer an «Abyſsin 
unleſs he be an Apoſtare to have 
liberty to Trade out of the Coun- 


try 


FT 


try of the Negaz, of whoſe powerſ/ 
they are very jealous, leaſt hg} 
ſhould recover again the Dominis [+ 
on of the Sea,which be hath loſt 
with all bis Ships and . Sea»por 
Towns , ſome. few years ſince 
When be ofters ro ſtir, all hi 
Neighbours do joyn together xd 
force him into his bounds, fc 
he is looke upon as their comr p 
- Enemy, Some nevertheleſs of I 
Abyſs» Monks have correſpoy 
dency with the 1#dtans and Chined 
ſes, but it is cnly. ſar thoſe Mer: f 
chandiſes that are tor the ſupply 
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of their own terittories, 
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Wet 
Iu [bort Relation of FR of theis 
ny Emperonrs ſound in an ancient 
\. Ethiopian Record,thet rhe Awthery 
oo - bros: ht with him intd Ia: 


= | 


His Empire i is very ancient, 
and was as large 10 its firſt 


ning, the people were wat- 
A. aw. daily upon their 

al Neighbours, eſpecially. upon 
eqJ thoſe that live in Eeypt, and about 
Þ t the River Nils. The Egyptians 
: lraddi had, continual wars, with 

{ them. Inthe time of the Pharees 
#Jour Emperours were famous 5 
; Moſes the Lawgiver of the chil 
dren of Jſrael was the General 

i] of Pharaoh,or of King of 
|} Zeypr, he was ordered to march 
(with a party of 1ſraclites againſt 
#1 Monchadir Emperour of Ethiopia, 


ſhe readily obeyed, and with a 
P ſmall 


2 


ſmall party be routed the gre; 
Army of our Emperour , not ial 
much by valour as by the affiſtance 
'of a divine power; the King--£ | 
Egypt was grown jealous of hin 
and of his people, and therefog 
he ſent them to this war, hoping Wh 
free himſelf from his fears by th 
ſwords of the E:ihiopians, wi 
were become terrible to all rhe 
Neighboars, bat God caufed tha 
which was intended for the mi 
chief of the 1ſrae/rter to turn te 
their advantage, for by the Vid 
Qory,they purchaſed unto them}; 
felves the eſteem and admiration 
of alt their enemies, It is true, ch 
the King did then begin to vex tha 
Children of 1/-ael with hard bur 
hens and grievous taxes, thinking 
by that means to weaken thei 
ſpirits, and diſable them fret inde 
juring either himſelf or any other; 
t this alſo turned ro their þ " 


* (219, 

ty ſx, for ic procured their freedom; 
d che enſuing miracles thiat - for= 
| it from-thoſe that hey hoon 

dli bondage, When tbe .& 

his were wen mr ot Few gp 
Xt woad uccels againſt 
0 ES fobdued . all, the 
cg he», Syynrert border- 
vh apgn the Red Sea, byt aboue 
y years afgerwards there, roſe 
King of Eggps that was yaliant in 
xr that recoyered with: his ſmall 
s of men, all che domini- 


ing.to his Predeceſſars, 
Mountains where the 


ver Niles hath a terrible down- 
Ia his race it continued until 
aloe” time of 'Gambyſes who enter- 


t, and conquered it, 'bug 
H =: nb ſubdue Ethiopia ; for 
Hl yben he ſent SS 
Hoar Em were ſent 
erg with yr wu of his Power, af 
he was aſking oyer ſome of the 
A Fe | ſandy”. 
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candy 'bills' between "Ethiopia 
Egypt with ſome of his*\Troopy 
they loſt 4:great number of meg] 
in AachFof wind, for-the | ; 
thereburyed alive; ſore © thei | 
ſaved3hemſelves wich-their Kinj 
out'of the violent ſtorm, but th 
overthrow prevented his comin 
inco0ur Country, where'our Em 
our expected him-with all hi 
people. The wind did fight for 
againſt our enemies, it ſayed us t 
trouble and hazard of venturing 
a gainſt them with oar ſwords. 3 }* 
In'the time of King Solomon 
our Empire was- governed byll 
Queen Maqueds, the ſent' Embalyl.. 
ſadorsto him, and afterwards wen 
co vilit him her ſelf, ſhe was kir lh 
ly cacetrained at her recurn, ſh ” 
wasbrought to bed of a Son whic wh 
ſhe had by S#lomon,- called Melichgl, 
ſhe ane. Circumciſion into thellfy, 
| Land, ane laid che foundations 


the 
{ 


a 
o 
Nee 
If 
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af las Jewiſh Religion , which her 
4 


on afterwards when he was come 
{from Feruſelew cid eſtabliſh , 
mmanding 411 people under his 
mand to receive it, After-him 


many Kings did Reign in Erbiopis, 


moſt "famous was Hbſharem, 
abraini, David the 1 Solomon,the 
and many others, The Sce oo 
bath always continued inthe fame - 
ce ſince that time umil, wo. 
arem was a warlike Prince, he 


I J Eaquered 2ll the Provinces as far 


+ 


218 the Sea-coaſt South-wards,and 
z— mace all che Kings his/ Neigh- 
s to ſend Preſents to, him; 

at when he was forty years. old 

e grew amorous and wanton, ſo 
Altar his new conquered ſubjes 
Ml took advantage of him in a Battel, 
where he loſt all chat he had 'con- 
wered with his life, bis ſuccefſour 

a pured to revenge this affront, 


it- in vain, until the days of D4- 


i P 3 vid 
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eid thefirſt, none ever did recovsy 
the vaſt dominions thar' did fo 
merlyown the put 3 .SCePrer. vl 
Prince was wiſe and very politic 
ſufficiently qualified to fie ar & \|þ 
Helm of State, but be was tl 
Warrior for want of Courage; uþ 

: 
4 


the affairs in deſps 
| e appointed a Generd 
Zecharia, a ſtout man that did p& 
form the Office of his Prince 
thisparticular, He was very ſus 
(ems 4” uv all our Neighboy 8 
prong te againſt the Blacks tha ; 
ond the wavola rhe. 
Princes came to do h 2 ; F' 
our Emperor, an ts 5a_” 
ther yearly tribute; they cc hy 
naed- in - obedience 'm# þ 
years, until the Reign 'of Foſep 
the chird, a Prince 1 LU el 
toall rhanner 'of debauchery, h 
Reigned ten years, and was a 


wates killed by bis chief Officenſſ 
1 © SB W y 


Ca 
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covey who were willing to preſerve the 
| fot] State from total raine,' which 
Ti&.,yould have happened had he con- 
itieh] ginued longer upon the Throne, 
- eh89Jor be did not only permit , but 
5 #1 3|ſoiavice the enemies of the Em- 
«hpire coenrer into hisdominiogy, 
.thac they might revenge him of 

41 thoſe Princes that he did not love, 
1] and that he did not dare to pu- 
_ himſelf, rherefore he made 
ſag}.uſe of the ſtrangers weapons to 
wh], yex them that he could not other- 
had. wiſe overcome.Front that time we 
16. have nothing remarkable ; until 
9d} Chriſts death at Feruſo/tme;for all 
4g the Princes that did rule antil that 
4d . crime were neither good nor þad, 
4. they contented themſclves with 
»d;.their own limits, and if they did 
<: loſe any part of their pofleffions, 
+ they never made any: great noiſe 
4. by raifing their Armies to retake 
yg, them, Queen Candace was a moſt \ 

1: P 4 pious 
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ions and Religions Woman, teel 
pinea of the Race of:Blackas 
Moors did follow her ſteps, -he 
made his Pilgrimage to Fers/elcm 
every five years from that place, 
he brought the Chriſtian 5 þ 
that did daily increaſe , inſomuch | | 
that not onewas found- oppoſing | 
it within two hundred years after, 
The eldeſt Son of Candace, for] 
whom ſhe did govern. was Shedls 
abr,a moſtvertuous man, he encou» 
raged Chriſtian Religion i in his do» 
minions, but would never ſaffer 
the old ceremonies to be aboliſhs 
ed, ſo that fince, the Jewiſh and 
Chriſtian are mingled: together 
he pull'd down many Idot Tem- 
ples upon the borders, which cau- 
ſed the revolt of ſome of his moſt 
ſuperſtitious ſubjeQs,; but one bat- 
te] bronght them under his com- 
mand igain, His Son was AHdreſ- 
«heh, he: ſucceeded bis father 
FRA: when 


: 
| 
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-tier | when be was but faxteen years.of 
ka Age, A certain Heathen Priefk 
\- he had crept into his favour ſo much, 
s| chat for his {ake he did labour to 
ce, | oppoſe the ſucceſs of the Chriſti- 
2nand the continuance - of he 
_ Religion in E#hiopro. His 
rinces could not ſuffer him long, 
they conſpired againſt him, and 
'| placed his young brother in his 
4+ | place, but him they ſent into the 
u-j Kingdom of Dam, intoa cloſe 
os» | Priſon that hath always been in 
er | thoſe parts; he did afterwards e- 
he | ſcape our of ic and fled: to the 
id | Blacks, who did come againſt E- 
r;z | thcopre. witha ſtrong Army , bue 
1- 
f1 
; 
| 


they were vanquiſhed and forced 
to (affer their Fugitive Prince to 
become a Priſoner again. The el. 


deft Son of thts King was an ac- 
compliſbed Prince , 10 that. his 
Uncle had ſome jealoufie of him, 
& therfore clapt him in acloſe pris 
Ty | ſog 


 [a26) | 
fon with his Father, but when. hg | - 
was dead, the Grandees fetch | | 
him out of his confinement , and | * 
raiſed him to the Throne during | 
the life of his Father, who conſents | 
ed to the promotion of his Son, 
After him Abſalom was a famouy 
Prince, renowned for his careful 
proviſion againſt the enemies- in. 
curfions, for he cauſed certain 
Forts to be buile in convenient 
plices to bridle them in. Th 
were afterwards neglegted an 
ruinated by the Wars, He firſt 
Began ro encourage Shipping , by 
offering great advantages to- the 
Mariners and men that did ſtudy 
the Art of Navigation, This 
pood policy cauſed all the idle 
perſons to render themſelves ex- 
cellent in the Sea affairs, and laid 
the Foundatioh to that greatneſs, 
unto which the E1hropian Empire 
didafterwards riſe. | 


(227) 
” Beyjamin Reigned forty years, 
about the year 600 after Chriſt, 
from his time we have a' good ac- 


count of all our Kings, but before 


none are named bur thoſe rhas 
have been excellent for ſome ver- 
rue, or infamous by their notable 
vices. | This Prince © was full of 
piety, he reformed the diſorders 
of the Clergy, and pur them in 
that form of Government iti 
which they are at preſent;before, 
the perſons that did wair'npon 
the Worſhip of God, had no ſet- 
led allowance; the people gave 
them what they pleaſed, fo thar 
unleſs they did work as other peo- 
ple for their livings, they were 
reduced to great neceſfities qwhich 
nevertheleſs did happen in many 

laces, for he that depends upon 

is peoples kindneſs, ſhall be en- 
entertain'd with courſe Dierzunto 
this great evil thar entroduces 
f mas» 
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many -others in a Nation g this 
Religious Prince did bring a Ree 
medy. As he was the ſole Lord 
of all the Lands of his Empire, 
and that none enjoyed them but 
from him, he cauſed ſuch a quan- 


tity of ground to be ſer apart for 
the maintenance of the Prieſts 
and Biſhops , as might entertain 
them with the yearly Revenue, 
and cauſed this Land to be ſepa- 
rated from the reſt, by granting 
unto it the priviledge ot. iſhmyu- 
nity from all ſaxes and Impoſts, 
ſo that they depend no longer up- 
on the Crown. This liberaliry 
redeemed the Clergy from con- 
rempt, and raiſed them in the e- 
ſteem of the. people, that uſually 
treats them, not according to 
theic deſert, but according co that 
State that they maintaia. 
After the good Prince, his ſe- 


cond Son Hechakiah did Reign, - © 
| be 


uw ls wah n—_ ws ac6&« aw 
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| he followed his Fathers footſteps, 


therefore he was bleſſed with a 
proſperous Reign, his greateſt c. 
nemies did reſpecthim , he conti» 
gued in the Throne abeurt thuty 
five years, and a few moneths, 

" His Brother Abrabam the firſt, 
ſucceeded,he held the Scepter ten 
years,and then left it to his Son, 
with all the Wealth his Brother 
bad gotten, 


His Sons name was Harechhr, 


a Watlike Prince, he began to 
leave the Cities, and to paſs his 
time in Tengs, for in. the begin- 
ning of his Reign all che Nations 
ſubje& ro the Negsz, began to re2 
volt from him, he conld not. ap- 
peaſe the tumulr ſo ſoon ; he was 
therefore forced to Iive in the 
Camp, and to be in continual 
action all the time of his Reign, 
He cauſed it to be enacted for the 
ſecuriry of the State, , thar the 
Et hi- 


* ſo that he was dreadful to his 
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" Fhlopign Emperour ſhould never! 
co fax days ina. way L 
Townaca time; but ſhould live in, 
the openField,, All .che Nobili.;It 
ty that doth follow the . Princes? 
cuſtom, imicates him ip this partie / 
cular, They look upon it asa great” 
expreſſion of weakneſs and fear ro! 
run-into a fortifked place, This: 
hath cauſed them to negleR ſuch' 
places, and ſaffer them to be. diſ-" 
mantled by rime,, fo that at. pre- ' 
ſent in_all the Empire there are 
but few Walled Towns , and they 
are ſo pitiful chat the weakeſt e.. 
nemy.mighrt ſtorm them, In che | 
time of this Prince, Trade and ' 


l 


Shipping did mightily increaſe , © 


. 
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Neighbours, when he had gover- ' 
ned the Empire twenty ſix years, - 
he dyed. | 
_ Heli his Son ſucceeded him, he ©]: 

was the youngeſt; his Father 5s 
| or 


aa _— FAY 


er) 
ed- - els and 
in bandſome behaviour. His elder 


him a great kindneſs which 
was increaſed by his. addreſs and 


li.]brerhrea were fer aſide; and be 


es, 


I» p 


was raiſed upon the Throne, he 
was very happy all his time , and, 


'Jenjoyed a firm peace with moſt of _ 
{his Neighbours, be continued 
[| Emperour forty feven years and 


three moneths, After hin Held 


"I the ſecond Melach, Eharvah, Box- 
| #4, Grimſhach, Habraims 44. &c, with 


about thirty Kings are to be rec- 
koned from that time to the year, 


4936. In which year the Erhiopiar 
{ Emperours that were grown fo 


rent by Land,adventured to en- 


'Jlarge their dominions by Sea in 


Aſia ; for that intent David Em- 


'] perour of E1hopis , prepared & 
| Fleet of aboye 5©0 Sail of ſhips 


ſmall and great to tranſport his 


41 Army, compoſed of 60000 Men, 
1 doth Horſe and Foot; with this 


aume- 


Aumerons Army be Landedin , g 
rabid, and conquered all rhat pa 
of the Country-that-lies upon tha 
Sea-ſhoar. The C6byſ{sins foun 
their abode in Aſs far more plea$# 
ſant than in eFfrice, therefore 
reat numbers of men went over 
and paſſed the Seas into the newF* 
conqueſts, The Perſians and Aradf 
bians did oppoſe their deſigns, but 
our Emperour being there in per-F 
ſon, did ſo order his/ bufineſs tharF 
all the Forces that were ſent a 
- gainſt us were routed , many bars 
rels were tought between us with 
various ſuccefs, *® J 
The laſt was near the placef} 
where the River Ewphrates diſchar.! 
ges it ſelt into the Sea, ſeven Kings F' 
were met-upon the place with allÞ 
the men that they could conveni-/ | 
ently bring;/to withſtand our Em-' 
perour. The enemies reckoned] 


about rwo hundred thouſand men } 3 
| 1Q © 


' 


y. (233) | 
their Army ; we had then abone 
chaorty thouſand, this unequal num- 
\nd&F#c.. did encounter. them , and b 
eaMc wonderful goodneſs of God 
oreiney did overcome them. This 
vert tory opened a way tO our ſac- 
els in 4ſt, for it rendred the 
Tame of Ethiopia moſt terrible, ſo. 
Ahac none did dare to meet us with 
»r$qual numbers of men, every yeat 
1a2eÞur people ſent great numbers of 
ae, wich their Families, to. 
xr Þbabit in fs , and by that 
+ $eans to. ſecure their intereſt 
From the ancient Inhabitants b 
cefforce of Arms, The next that 
ir {ſucceeded in,.the Empire was #n- 
TT I. A man no leſs Valarous 
2114:0an his Father, a great lover of 
jj. JLearning and of the Learned men, 
x. be enlarged his dominions beyond 
Ithe River 1z#dw , and conquered 
that part of the Country that 
- { ſo fruitful , that the Afratiques 
eem it the beſt and moſt fruitful 


Q Pro- 


(234) *-.'.3 
Province of "that part of of 


world. -This Prince' had ſever 
encounters with his Neighbours 
Aſa, where he made for the n 
pare his reſidence, In one th 


King of Malabar came apaitl 
him with 402co Foot and Horlk 
The Fikiguans were full of valoy 
and courage, but rhe numbers 9 
their enemies put them to gred 
ſtraits, ſo that they offered co ret 
der themſelves into their hands I 
caſe they would ſuffer them 
etly to depart with their lives 
ved. The enemy would not adf{ 
cept of that offer,to his own c "y 
trimenr, for eurs being refuſed th 
condition propoſed, and ſeeing nd 

thing but death, or ar leaſt by 4 
-Loadige and miſery prepared fo 
them and their Prince, they rod 
courage, cncounter*d the enemy” 
with a great reſolution broke tl F 
farſt ranks of them, and then pur 


ſued chem with that fury , th 
. the 


a 1 

r ahibey, lefe nor. Killing until the 
_Iybole mulcicude wich their King 
ares their hgad fled away, leaving 
81] their own ſpoils,and the Goods 
by that they had taken in the former 
_—_ advantages they had had againſt 
> gJour Emperour. . Severak Empe- 
Jogdf9urs did ſucceed him, but not ro 
_. Whis Fortune and Succeſs unleſs ir 
re* Foſeph, 3- Fudabr , Macariue, 
"182d Paulus, They carryed the 
1s #<rrour of our Arms into Eine, 
Jand there poſſefled themſelves of 
k many large Provinces which we. 
* .Fenjoyed until the year 1436, The 
Jel Tartars about that time made 
ſome In-roads into” China, and 
\ finding the Climate good , and 
Lathe Country fruitful , they inyited 
Jtheir Countrymen into thoſe Re- 
{gions. Some few years after they 
{bad gathereda numerous Army 
 þ$50 enter China, they conquer'd 
, the Emperour of that Country, 
| ' Qs who 


1 


. 


© a 7 
4 030), | 
who had defired our afhſtance 
ainſt chem , we complyet 
their defires, our Emperour ſenF 
30000 men to their aſſiſtance, Bug? 
by the ſtratagems and valour' of 
the Tarrprs, our men were alinoft] 
all flain. T he Chinenſes being de] 
ſtiture of that ſaccour , yielded} 
themſelves ro the mercy of the] 
Conquerours, who thought upon | | 


Ft | 


* 'S no 


nothing but "how to revenge' 
chemſelyes upon'ts; they came 
therefore with citit own forces, &] 
with thoſe that they had gathered] ' 
in the Country, and drive out our'| 
people our of China, giving no 
i quarter to thoſe that ſubmitred to] 
"b4 them, There aroſe ſome diſpute | 
'F'$ berween {ome of our Generals] 
at that time, that . aſſiſted the | 
Tarcars againſt -us,” ſo that when | 
Uncan was kill'd in a battel by] 
Cengi the Tartar Prince , all our 
Countrymen left Aſia, with all 
hopes 


J as hopes of ret 


237) 
urning thither again, 


{y Since,we bave had many grievons 


16 
de- 
ded 


the 


nn, 
$7 was 


Bod 


encounters with our enemies the 
M ahumetans and Eemnles , who 
have ſomerimes perſecuted us in- 
to the heart of the Conntry when 
they took us at an advantage. A- 
bout the year 1434 the King of 
Adel with many ot our Neigh- 
bours ſtormed our Sea-porr 


1 Towns when our Emperour was 


but young, and ſo ſhut us in, that 


| we have. no place to entertain 


ur? 
no 
to 


Commerce with any Nation 
withoue their leave. 

In the year of our Lord ſeve- 
ral Portngueſcs came from Goa in- 
to our Country, our Emperour 


| diſparcht away ſome Embaſla- 
dours with them to Rome and Por- 
| :agal, 1486 came into Ethiopia 
| from Fohn King of Portugal, Pedro 
'] de Carilhamec alenzode Pavia tO 
Alex ander our Negwz,that treated 


them well. ' ( law» 


Q 3 


. 


| * , Clandiin Fan. a 2 Alex ander, 
| and after him A4dame, who was 
inclined to favour the Heathens . 
ſuperſticions, he perſecuted the 
Chriſtians, but met at laſt with a 
juſt Reward of his Actions, for be. 
"ey kill'd by his enemies in a dat- 
rel. | 
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lefed our of Levinnus Lennie 
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Edlins Obſervationes Aſtrologice Ofla- * 
Vo In 
Pharmacopeia Lonainenſis twenty-four, 
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Burrows Rate Jewel of Chriſtian Con< 
temment Qzarto 25, 6d, 
The Falcaxo's or Fire- Vomiting Moun- 
taing, @c. 17, 
Hudſens Vindication of the Church- 
* Catholick 3s. «- 
Bexrn: DireAions concerning Mar- 
_ _riage 4 | 
The Epitame of the whole Art of Hug- 
\* bandry; che ſecond edition much en- 
larged Oflavo 2% 
- Loveday's Letters Domeſtick and For- 
reign Oftave 27. 6d. | 
Janua Linguarum , Latine and Eng. 4- 
_ edorned with Copper Catrs 25. 6d. 
Preſent State o: Europe Qwarte 3 v1. 
Now in the Preſs , C#lpepers Senviotica 
'Uranica, or his Aſtrological Judg- 
ment. of Diſeaſes, 
| The late Travels of Signior Giacome 
Barats an Italian Gent. into the re- 
mote Countries cf the Abyſſiner, with 
a deſcription of the Kingdoms SubjeR 
at this preſent co the Great Negws, of 
Ethiopia, | 
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THE 0: 0 1& 
LATE TRAVELS| 


OfS. Giacomo Baratti,| 
An {talian Gentleman, 


Into the remote Congtries of} 
the Abi[51ns,or of Ethiopia Interior, | 


Wherein yaa ſhall find an exaRt 
count of the Laws, Govern- | 
meng, Relaganaldni(abline, Cuſtoms, þ 
&c, of th SR at dof 
Inhabit there, ith many Obſervati | 


ons which ſome may 1myrove to rhe} 
adyantage and increaſe of Trade with them. 


Togerher, with a Confirmation of his Relation | 
drawn from the W :itingsof Damanys ay 
Goer,and 7o, Scaliger, who agrce with the 
Aurhor 1n many particulars, 
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Tranſlated by G. D. | 
London, Printed for Benjamin Billingſley ar the 
Printing-Preſs in BroadeFreet, ana at the 
lame ſign in the Piazza oyer againſt Popes- 
hcad-allcy near the Royal Exchange in| 
Coarnhil, 1670. Þ.4 


— 


1H; 


 ORORINEESE 
To the Worſhipful 


' Thomas Windham Elg 


SIR, 


Ere are the Travels of our 
H Icalian Gentleman, #hat 
you have ſo long deſired to 


pernſe in our Langage, I1 is 41 tx- 
cellent deſcription of that Great Em- 
pire that is ſo ntar related unto us by 
' Rel:2ion, and nevertheleſs at ſuch a 
diftance from ws, I hope it will fully 
anſwer your expettation, for you ſhall 
. findin it moſt delighiful paſſages, 
withan exatt account of the Man- 
ers, Laws, Government, and of all 
other particulars in the Dominions of 
Ethioplazworth the notice of an Inge- 


A3 mos 


niows Travelier, 1! may be that this 
ſmail Treatiſe may meer with the 1 
fortune which ſuch are toexpetÞ that 
thwart or diſapprove of grand de- 
ftens and farinus emerpriſes, It 
miitiys not what aſperſions may be 
raiſcd tondrkenits Truth,and hinder 
Hs appcara'ice and credit; 1 hepe the 
probabilicy of 64 the matters, related, 
& that may be alſo ga: hered from the 
place where ut yas firſt publiſhed, will 
diſsipate all envious waponrs, and 
cauſe Ethiopia to appear amongſt ns 
in its ewn ſhape and form, Our 
Gentleman hid commiitcd an att nit 
azrecable tothat Fudement that he 
fhews in his writings to publiſh things 
of 4 Kirgaory ſo well known 10 moſ 
parts of Italy, by reaſon of the conti- 
wual corriſpandency that the Prixces 
of it ay ectertatn by their Fadtors 
with the Grand Negnz ) had there 
been ary thing in hB Relation not re- 
al,tr untiut, His Burk had not fone 
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that univerſal applauſe 10 be twice 
honoured with the Preſs, had 1t n08 
found amongſt bis Counts y-men 4 tte 
ception ſutrable 1011s worth, Let tbe 
ill-zatured and peeviſh minds, that 
credtt nothing but what they ſee, e- 
eem of this 1rar;ſlation, and of the 
eriginal as they pleaſe; 1 knew Sir, 
that all ſober-minded Perſons as your 
ſelf, will find both Swectneſs and 
Profit in the Reading of it, however 
I ſhould defire,that you will lock upon 
theſe labours as a Confirmation of 
tha. Tulle that 1 ſhall alwayes cover, 


1 mean of 
Sir, { 


Your moſt faithful and ob» 
lIiged Servant, 
G, D. 
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DESCRIPTION 


OF THE 


COUNTRY 


OF 


Precious John , 


Valgarly called ( 


PRESTER FOHN. 


'T He Empire of «&th1epla, is 
not inferiour to the lar- 
geſt in the World, it we ' 
conkider that vaſt Continent that 


B Was 


(2) 

was anciently, and ſhould be now 
under the Command of the law. 
ful Heir. Ir contained above thir. 
ty large Kingdoms, and many 
truittul Provinces well farniſhed 
with Men, and ſtored with Rich 
Commodities; bur the late un- 
happy Wars with the Neighbour 
Kings have much weakned this 
growing Empire , and reduced ir 
coalittle number. 

The: Tutks, the Gzalas, the 
King of Mezamtrque , the Moors, 
and teveral others thar ſurround 
this Chriſtian Principality , have 
diſ-membred the Provinces and 
Kingdoms that were anciently 
ſubje& to it, and ſubmicted them 
to their ſeveral Jurisdiftions, The 
«Moors have leized on the Sea» 
coaſt, the Twrks have conquer'd 
the moſt fruittul Kingdoms thar 
confine upon Feypt, the Grales 2 


war-like Re-publick of Africa, 
COM- 


i 
\ 


(3) 
command ſeveral large Ter- 


ricories that belong unto this 
Imperial Crown, The Kiag of 
Mozambique and the reſt have 
robbed ir of its chief Jewels and 
Ornaments, ſo that at preſent it is 
aotbing fo large, nor ſo conſidera- 
ble as formerly it was, The cauſe 
of theſe great Loſſes muſt be at- 
tributed co the Cowardiſe and 
unexperience of the Inbabirants 
more inclinable to Superſtition 
than war-like feats, and to the 
diverfity of Religion in which 
theſe Nations differ much from 
the Abyſhns, The Txrks and 
Moors are nouriſhed up in the Ma- 
humetan, the Gralas and they of 
Mozambique in the Heathenith I- 
dolatrie ( which cannot comply 
with the Thriſtian Truth,) The 
Protefſſors of the former , have a 
natural antipathy againſt the Pro- 
(clites of the latter; inſomuch, 

B 2 thas 
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that they can ſcarce ſuffer them to 
breath in the ſame air, This hatred 
entertained by the different ways 
of worſhipping the Creator , hath 
fomented all theſe wars and 
rroubles that have for many hun- 
dred years ſhaken the Abyflin 
Empire, and ſeparated from it the 
moſt excellent, and the largeſt 
Provinces that did - belong unto 
it; ſo that at preſent it is reduced 
to a very narrow Circuit in com- 
pariſon of what it was, The Em- 
perour aevertheleſs maintains the 
fame State as he did formerly, and 
claims a'right to all rkoſe King- 
doms that he hath loſt, His pre- 
ſent Dominions-are not above 
800 Englifh miles in length , and 
60p In bredth; they - contain 
theſe KingComs, Aman, Triegre- 
wahon, Angot, Xoa, Gorama, Baga- 
midri, Damut, Falegar, Barnagatty 
Baru, Tigrai, Yareue, ; fo that 

they 
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chey are limited.on the North by 
Nubis, and the Mountains and 
S3nds that ſeparate them from E. 
gypt;0n the Eaſt, by the Kingdoms 
of Zangebara, Atana and Aged, 
which lie upon the red Seazon the 
South, the Provinces of Caftes 
and Fung: doſhutit, and on the 
Welt this Empire confines upon 
Congo, Medrs and the Blacks, This 
Rich and In-land Country I have 
diſcovered by my Travels, and 
now that I am ſo happily returned 
tomy own Native ſoil, after (6 
long and troubleſome a Journey, 
I owe to my Country a Relation 
of thoſe things that I havelearned, 
which I may ſay, neyer any knew 
ſo much of this place before, as 
the Reader may find in this Book, 
In the year 1655. ſome Mer- 
chants of Florence were preparing 
t0 (ull for «Alexawdria, I reſolved 
[0 adventure my felt in their 

B 3 Com- 


(6 
Company, out of a great deſire to 
viſit the Holy- Land, and fee for. 
rein places, I had then received 
ſome diſcontent at home , which 
made me ſeek my fatisfa&tton a- 
broad; having therefore furniſh- 
ed my ſelf with large ſums of mo- 
ney, and a Man Servant,I embar- 
qued with them ina Dutch bot- 
tom, and ina fortnighrs time we 
landed in that ancient City which 
«Alexander had built, The plague 
was then very hot in that place, 
which obliged us to a ſhort ſtay 
there, Some French Merchants 
were then going for Grand Cazro 
my company periwaded me tO 
rake my journey with them, and 
viſit the curioſities of thar large 
City , I was not willing to take | 
that Road ſo ſoon, for I defired | 


firſt topay my devotions ar the | 


Sepulcher of our Lord , but the ? 
periwaſions of my friends forced 
| me 
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(7) 
me to leave that journey until my 
return , beceule we could nor 
find a fit opportun:ty to travel in- 
tothe Holy -Lana I went there- 
fore with the French Merchants 
to Catro, and ſpent {ome days 
there in viewing all the Rarwes of 
that Great City ; we had a fight 
there and in onr way of many An- 
tiquiwes which are ſo well known 
to all the world, that I ſhall nor 
ſo much as mention them, I had 
not been there a month, but a C4- 
r4van Was preparing for the Red 
Sea, The French Conſul, at whoſe 
houſe I lay, encouraged meto 
take that occaſion of diſcovering 
thoſe Parts where Chriſtians of 
ot Quality ſeldom adventure 
themſelves; aſſuring me, that ir 
would be worth my while to ſce 
thoſe remote places, and diſcover 


3 ſomething to the Chriſtian world, 


which was not known before, It 
| B 4 hap- 


(8) 
happened that as I was medita- 
ting upon this journey , an Abung 
or a High Prieſt of the Abyflins 
came to the Patriarchs houſe trom 
Feruſalem, in his journey to- 
wards Ethopia, intending 80 take 
the ſame way as the Caratay, be- 
cauſe it was the ſafeſt, This acci- 
dent I lookrt upon as an invitation 
of providence among(t thole 4- 
frican Chriſtians that are nor well 
known to our Northern Climates, 
Having therefore furniſhed my 
ſelf with Moneys and Bills of Ex- 
change for ſo long a journey , I 
{ought the acquuntance of the 
Abuna before my departure, Tt 
was no difficulty to obtain, for he 
was learned in the 1taliay Tongue, 
and well verſed in the manner and 
Cuſtoms of the Franks; he was 
a Man of a ſwarthy countenance, 
borh pleaſant and grave, of a 
hizh ſtature, about 69 years of 


ape, 
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9) 
age, very luſty ; he had not many 
to attend him, tor he was not wil- 
ling to diſcover himlelt amongſt 
the Twks, who might have made 
advantage of him , by odliging 
him to larger cisburſemcnts than 
his Eſtate could allow: [ was re- 
{olved to accompany him'into his 
own Country,ind viſit the Courr 
of the great Neewzſo famous all 
over the world; we theretorc en- 
gaged our ſelves in the Caravan, 
| went for an Jta/izan pilgrim , 
whole Perſon is much reſpected 
amoneſt the Heathens themſelves, 
and Jeaſt ſubje&t ro the aftronts 
and inſults of ſtrangers, The 4- 
bana was allo in the diſguiſe of a 
Merchant, he had with him ſome 
Goods of a ſmall valuey we began 
our journey in the mcneth ot 
March, and through ſeveral mil- 
tortunes we arrived at the Port 
Townot the Red Sea called Sxcz, 
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(10) 
a famous place for Trade, it is the 
paſlage into Arabia Indoſtan and 
all other Countries of Aſa, Here 
are therefore a great company of 
Merchants of all Nations that en- 
rich this place , which otherwiſe 
would be very unconſiderable. It 
isa City fortihed with a Caſtle 
and a Fort upon the mold as big 
as Pi{a, The buildings are large, 
ficter for Merchants than Noblee 
men; ſome are beautifited with 
black and whice Marble curioufly 
wrought, Here is a Synagogue of 
the Fews much frequented on the 
Sabbath day, here 1s alſo an Idol 
Temple for the Gent:les, but the 
poor Chriſtians have no other 
place appointed for their Devoti- 
ons, but their Chambers and Hou- 
ſes. The «Abans found here ſome 
Abyſhn Merchants, at whole 
dwellinzs he was courteoully*re- 


ccived, and hogonraby entertain- 
ed : 
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ed; they invited me to ſhare 
with him in their Hoſpitality ; IT 
accepted their kind offer, becauſe 
I had no mind co (eparate my ſelf 
from him, ſeeing my delign was 
to accompany him as far as his 
Emperours Court. Here we re- 
maned ſeveral months, becauſe 
we heard of an Army of Turks and 
Mooys that were making an In- 
road into the Territories of the 
Abyſhos, we were adviſed to ex- 
pet with patience thelr return,tor 
otherwiſe we might have mer 
them in the way and been brought 
back into Captivity , our liberty 
was t0o prectous a thing to be un- 
confiderately ventured wez there- 
fore remained a long while in this 
Cicy expecting a fair opportuni- 
ty to begone. At laſt one pre- 
cnted it ſeit not unworthy of our 
accetance, the Tarks Balba of 
7y2r ſent an Ambaſladour to the 

Pre- 
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Precious Fohn, who coming to 


Su:z, we thought we could not 
meet with a greater happinels if 
we could be admitted ; 1ato his re- 
tinu-., We had ſome d:fficulty to 
obtain this favour , but upon the 
offer of 2co Crowns, It was Iea- 
dily granted, He took his leave 
of this Cicy witha great Train, 
and we accompanyed him upon 
Mules, we pafled through many 
different Soils, ſome fruitful, E- 
ſpecial:y of Due- trees, others Vee 
ry barren. The moſt part of our 
way was Over craggy Mountains, 
where nothing did preſent it ſelf 
to our view but wild Beaſts tar 
different from thole that [ have 
ſeen in Earope, We palled 
—__ ſome inhabited Land, 
here very ſtrong Calties were e- 
receu tO ectend the Country 
from the enemies, the Hocrs did 
pollc(s them, for ents Nation is 


dil- 
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diſperſed all over this Country, 
we found alſo ſome ſtragling 
Tents of Arabians that wandred 
up and down, we Met With - nO» 
thing remarkable,but Poverty and 
Miſery, that ſeem to have taken 
up their Reſidence amongſt the 
people that inhabit in this Fart of 
the world far mn the Country. 
Their ater is ſuch things as this 
barren habitacion will afford them; 
their bread is a root, their fleſh 1s 
cf ſuch wild Crcatures as they 

can happily kill, their Cloathing 
proclaims their "needy conCition, 
Ie1s mace of alarge lcat of a Trec 
that grows inthe Forreſts and 
Woods, ncither is it \ufficient to 
cover the back, ſo it hides the pu- 
denda homint, th Ey are abuncants 
ly content, tor that putpole a 
ſtring is ry '« above their raiccle 
unto which thele leaves are faſte- 
nec, fo that like fo-mary Pen- 
_ cCants 


(14) 

dants they fall ps and cover 
what nature teaches to hide, They 
have one convemency and adyan- 
tage which they enjoy above our 
common people, as our Princes ' 
and Noblemen of Exrope they 

wear aot their Apparel long, they 
change often, almoſt every day, 

Thele raically ſort of people that 
nature hath brought forth. a- 
monegſt theſe mountains ; did ap* 

pear unto us almoſt like Sayages, 

they did not willingly come in our 
company, nor are they defirous to 
change their habitation, their bo= 
dies were big, and their Members 
thick and {warthy, they ſpoke a 
mixt Arabian,not well to be under 
ſtood bur by thoſe that know all 
the dialects of that language;thoſe 
rhac live in the fortified places are 
far more fcciable, they had choſen 
the moſt convenient ſeats tor their 


reſidence, ſome ot the ground "eu 
[ 
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&r to Sow and Plow, and to feed 
Cattel, We were admitted int 
one of theſe Caſtles that was e- 
rected in the paſſage of a mountain 
very conveniently to hinder and 
ſtop the courſe ot any enemy z the 
Commander in chiet was a Aſger, 
he received us with ſome expreſ- 
ſions of affe&;on, bur before we 
deparred we were forced to pay 
dear for our entertainment, ten 
Dollers a piece, for that is a Coin. 
that is currant over all the wcrld, 
The Embaſladonr and thoſe thar 
did wait upon him were free, bur 
tor all ſtrangers that did follow 
him in his journey, they were aqb- 
liged to Jay down the money or 
return back again, This Jittle Ty- 
rant had gathered together ſome 
umbers of men,who lived thus in 

his difficult place uponall paſſen- 

ers, forcing them to contribute to 

lie maigtenance of their lazy bo- 

dies, 
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dies. Therc are many ſuch peo. 
ple that exact upon ſtrangers, the iſ 
Governors for the Tw'& do wink at fl 
them, becauſe at a certain time of 1 
the year they ſend a ſweer per- i 
tume unto them, a Purſe fuil of Et 
Gold and Silver, and-in confidera- ft k 
tion of this year'y tribute, they Ya 
ſuffer them to exact, cheat and I 
rob the poor Travellers and Mer. ſu 
chants. We advanced far into the i! 
Country many days journey be» it 
fore we came to the Twrks Army, is 
they were upon their return from w 
pillaging the Chriſtians, they ta 
were laden with ſpoils and Nlaves, pe 
They made as much haſte as they NC 
could in their march, for the Pre- Wat 
ciows Fohr had gathered his Army 
rogether, and was in the purſuit 
of them from Suez; we came firſt 
intothe Country called by the In- 
habitants Ganfila, next tO Dafre-i 


hagand fo through Barnagaſſs, Lacs 
and 
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and part of Pargali; we arrived 
ac laſt apon the borders, The bo- 
dy of the Turks Army when' we 
met it was near a large lake full of 
excellear fiſh, The people of 
this Country are ignorant of all 
kind of Arts, they have not the 
addreſs of fiſhing ; with Bows and 
Arrows, they kill Birds and Beaſts 
vpon which rhey feed and Itve; 
they own the Twrks for theit Ma- 
ſters againſt their will; This lake 
sin the Kingdom of Bamagaſſs, 
which was lately conquered and 
taken from the Great Neewsz , the 
people retain ſome Reliques of 
Chriſtianity, but with thar igno- 
rance, that one can ſcarce diſtin- 
oniſh them from the Heathens , 
unleſs it be by the name, up and 
down the Country ſome ſorry 
buſes are erected, fitter for wild 


. Feaſts than men, The walls are of 


wud and ſtones, the roots of a 
C ſort 
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fort of flender Cane and Reedy 
which grow near the water fide, 
and in low places, the middle of it 


| 

is ſapported by a Pillar of wood | « 
that ſtands in the huts, and keeps |} x 
the whole Fabrick from falling to { 
che groynd, for this miſerable peo» | a 
ple are not acquainted with the f 
Art of ArchiteQure, The Towns ff e 
are Compoſed of this ſort of dwel.  p 
liogs, there are not many of them, tt 
but thoſe that are, bave choſen F 
the beſt Land for their ſcituations Um 
A 

W, 

br 

ſo 

df 

ef 

el 

or 


near ſome tre(b waters or lakes; 
for unleſs it be in theſe places the 
ground ts parched upall the year 
long, but during the time of the 
Rains. In Egypt they never tall, 
but 1n ./£thioprs they are yery ex-i 
traordinary about the month of Þ 
ene and February. Such vio- 
ent ſhowers do pour down, that ca 
go creature is able to abide with-ot 


Qut a ſhclter, ſeveral parties s Irie 
the 
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the Twks Army were ftragling 
op and down, bur the main body 
was at the lake Exereſh. V hen we 
came up to them they were com- 
poſed, of Horſe and Foot aboug 
fix thouſand ,not able ro. abide g 
2 combat with the Abyfhns;there- 

fore they thought upen nothing 

elſe thana ſafe retreat. They ba 
plundred the Country. people 
that were yet ſubjeRt to Prefter, 
John, and had carryed men, wo-: 
men and children into captivity, 
A ſad fight it was unto! us thae 
were Chriftans, to behold our 
brethren and our Chriſtian name 
ſo miſerably abuſed by the enemy 

df Chriſt, our Ab#ns could nat 


refrain from tears, he laboured to 
relieve ſome of them, and to com- 


fort them in their affliction, but for 
ear of diſcovering himſelf, he was 
ot willing to expreſs too much 
act or kindneſs ro them, The.. - 

© 2 Kaſs * 
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Embaſladours  ciedit ſaved us 
from all affronts, we lodged two 
nights with-cthem ; tor during that 
time they expected the coming 

up of ſome Troups that were ſent 
eco pillage, Itis the cuſtom of the 
people that border upon the A- 
by ſlins, once a year to vilit their 
Territories, tor they meet with a 
conſiderable deal of plunder with 
hitle or no hazard, The Abyſſins 
are more ſuperſtitious than war- 
like, they bave been renowned for | 
Valour, but at preſent they are 
Cowards, they ſuffer every petty 
Nation- that is daring to deſtroy 
their borders , which is the fault 
chiefly of their Governors ;. for 
'. having fo much Riches as they 
have , ſo many Mines of Gold, 
and other: conſiderable Commo- 
dittes, they might allow a part to 
ſome war-like people to fight un- 

Ger their bangers , agd affiſt chem 
; againſt 
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againſt their troubleſome Neighi- 
bours, Ar preſent chey have liccle 
communication with people of 
their Religion, which if they had, 
it would be a mighty ſupport to 
them and their intereſt; When 
the Portwgweſes were ſent with an 
uncoaliderable party into thoſe 
Dominions, the Abyſs!” Empe- 
rour telt the benefic of forrein 
ſuccours, for the enemy was bea- 
ten in two batrels, and forc'd to 
yield to the Chriſtian Valour. 
Amongſt the Priſoners ſeveral 
Noblemens children were ſeen, 
who by their Meen and Garb 
were diſtinguiſhable from the or- 
Cinary fort, Theſe poor creatures 
were led to be (old in Turky and 
other places as beaſts, and the 
worſt is, they were to be forced 
to renounce their Religion, Whac 
a griet was it to their Chriſtian 
Parents, to ſuffer ſucha lols , to 
GC 3 have 
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have their Sons and Danghters a: 
mongſt the Infidels * This in- 
conveniency might be prevented, 
did theſe In-land Chriſtians keep 
a ftrong Guard upon their con- 
fines, or witha ſtout reſolution 
labour to drive theſe Robbers far 
from their habications, or labour 
to revenge themſelves , by carry- 
ing the War into their own Land, 
or by ſeizing on the Sea coaſt,and 
the paſſages of the mountains 
that lmir their Conntry , where 


they might place ſuch ſtrong 


Caſtles and numerons Guards as 
might keep the Twk;and IMoors 
from all ſuch attempts : Bur 
when we have fully taken a view 
of Abaſsia or Ethiopia Superiour, 
and of the Emperour and Go- 
vernment, we may be better able 
to ſee the cauſe of theſe diforders 
that happen almoſt every year 1n 


{ome corner of the Land, Having 
"M ther C- 
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therefore ſpent ſome days in the 
view of our Chriſtian brethren 
chai were led inro Caprivity, we 
took our leave of them and-of the 
T»ks Army, and marched on our 
journey towards a large Town of 
the Kingdom ot 77gremahen called 
Baſhaw. it lies beyond a large Ri- 
yer that runs through Africa, 1t 
receives the tribure from other 
ſmall Rivers, and then it runs 
through many Countreys until it 
diſcharges it ſelf into Nz/aus, the 


people of the Country call it in 


their language Togaſs: and others 
Gutkrahock, Were it not for this 
River, iz were not pofſible to ſub- 
fiſt in this In-land Country, bur ir 
Civides it {elf into ſo many bran- 
ches,and waters (o large a Terri- 
tory, that no part of the Empe- 
rours Country is Without ſome 
benefit that it brings unto it, The 
Country round about did hear 

C4 the 
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and fury, the Towns were burnt 
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the Marches of the enemies rage 


to the ground, the people either 
fled or carrycd into captivity , the 
land and trees were not ſpared in 
ſome places, for they had cut 
down a great quantity to facili 
rate their paſſages over ſome Ri- 
vers, Here we came into a Coun- 
try far more fruitful than any 0- 
ther I had ſeenin Africa, it was 
capable of more improvement; 
did the Inhabitants Skill and in- 
duftry anſwer the goodneſs of the 
ſoil, I do not find but this part 
might bear as excellent Fruits as 
any other place of the world, The 
heat of the climate quickens na- 
ture in the production of all Ve- 
getatives, ſo that it is bleſled 
with two Springs every year,or at 
leaſt with two Crops of every 
thing that is ſown or planted, un 
leſs it be in thcſe places that 
want 
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want the benefit of water, we 
met here with ſome fi ing parts 
of the T#1ks Army riding apace 
after the main body, tor they 
were purſued by ſeveral troops of 
the £4byſiins, Thole thieves had 
adventured almoſt near the Im. 
perial Tents withonrt refiſtance, 
not without conſiderable plunder 
able to reward them for their 
laboursz we procceded on our 
way about two leagues betore we 
came to meet with the inhabitants 
of the Country , the firſt were a 
party of horſe-men very well 
mounted purſuing their enemies, 
they complained unto the Embval- 
{adour of the Turk violences, we 
were afraid that they would have 
violated the Law of Nations upon 
him, they received us with that 
rage ; the preſence of the Avuna 
hindred them from offcring injury 
to his Perſpn ; Him they received 

with 
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with all expreſſions of hononr and 
kindneſs , and ſuffered ſome of 
them to return back to guard him, 
the reſt continued on their way, 
They overtook the Turks at the 
ford ota little River very buſie 
to get over their Captives and 
Goods, we heard that they fcll 
upon them with a wondertul fa- 
ry and recovered much of the 
ſpoils, killing great numbers of 
them. They returnc:d atterwards 
in triumph with much honour, ha- 
ving lo ſucceſletully encountred 
with their enemies. In the mean 
whiles we proceeded in our jours 
ney towards the Emperour of A- 
baſsta, who hearing of the Abwna's 
arrival, (ent ſome of his Court to 
Complement him and bid him 
welcome;where ever he paſſed the 
Clergy & people came toreceive 
him with more figns ef kind- 
neſs than pomp, the proceſhons 
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of the people came [0 meet us at 
the entrance of the towns, and 
when we came within {1ghr of the 
Emperours tents, he ſent all the 
Court to receive the eAbuns, I 
did carefully obſerve all the cere- 
monies of Reception and Inftal. 
ment, The Abu»a as {oon as he 
came within the tents, went to 
kiſs the Emperours Girdle, He 
was landing ina ſtately tent e- 
rectedin the middle ot the reſt, 
about it was a Jarge place much 
like to a Market, where the 
Conrtiers are accuſtomed to walk, 
at the right hand is another very 
beantitnl, where the Emperours 
Wives and Concubines dwell, 
at the top of the Princes tent is 
a Golden Croſs with an Angel 
holding it in his left hand, with a 
crawn Cymeter in the right, The 
LAbyna went to change his habir 
and put 0n another, according wo 


the 
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the Abyſi1n cuſtom, It isa very 
Goals one, none bur the High- 
Prieft bath the liberty to wear it, 
for it is the badge or character by 
which he is ciſtinguiſhed from the 
other Papa's or Biſhops of that 
Country, and from the reſt of the 
Clergy , he was conducted next, 
to pay his relpects to the Empe- 
rour, he was in the Kingdom of 
Belegnaze near a town very well 
peopled and (cituated in a plex 
tant plain called J&ro4h, about fix 
leagges diſtant from the River 
Tagaſti, [ had the ſatisfaction to 
accompany the Abuna , tor he 
was 4 man of a very mild and kind 
ſpirit, very pleaſant in company, 
yet grave and fcrious, he was led 
@ the Maſter of the Ceremonies 
into the Inner room where the 
Empcrour lay upon a curious Bed 
of White Cotron Bed with 2 
Prge tringe of Gold , behind him 
ſtood 


— CO ) A —OI—_ [EINE —_— "_ FY 


( 29) 
food his naked Sword, and round 


about were the Lords of his Pri- 
vy Councel; above was a Canopy 
of cloath of Gold , with green 
filk interwoven, the room it felt 
was hung with the ſame ſtufte aſ- 
ſoon as the Abnna enter'd the room 
he kneel'd three times on the 
ground, and then. aſcended the 
ſteps to the Bed to perform his 
reſpeRs; In the mean whiles the 
Emperovr role trom his couch and 
halt up embraced the Abana, with- 
ing him much telicity in his Em- 
pire, they diſcourſed fome ttme 
rogether, and then he was diſmiſt 
with all honour and civ lityz the 
Emperour was pleaſed to take no- 
tice of his retinue, and particulir- 
ly of my felt, I was allo aCmitted 
tothe honour of kifſing his Gite 
dle, a ceremony only due to the 
P:ince, I followed the Abura, 
who received me into his own 

lodge 
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lodgings, and would not ſuffer me 
whiles I was in that Country to be 
obliged to any other place tor my 
retreat, Now I have brought 
my Reader into the Imperial rents 
of Abaſsia, it is convenient that we 
ſhould take a view as from a high 

lace of all the inferiour orders of 
men, and of all particulars which 
his curioſity may be inquiſitive, 
And firſt 


Of the Emperour. 


He Emperour of the 4byſ- 
| fans isa Prince highly hono» 
red of tis ſubjes, becauſe they 
fancy him to be lineally deſcend- 
ed from that noble and Religious 
King that firſt planted che Chri- 
ſtian Religion amongſt them ; and 
as they are extreamly devoted co 
its ſo much, that they appear al- 


moſt extravagant in many of their 
wat 
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practiſes, they have no ſmall re- 
ſpe& to his Poſterity , who firſt 
brought them the advantage of 
the Chriſtian Faith; None hath 
acceſs ro him of his ſubjeds unleſs 
it be upon folema occaſions, bur 
the chief Officers of his Crown, 
when he 1ides or 1s carryed abroad 
i8 a Royal Throne, all his people 
fall upon their knees and adore 
him; this throne is a kind of Se. 
dan, but far more ftately, with 
ſteps aſcending to It made of wood 
gilt over, covered with Gold, icis 
carryed upon mens ſhoulders, or 
between four Horſes, the Empe- 
rour appears in it with much ſtare, 
and with more glory than 10 any o- 
ther thing thac I have ſeen, He 
never ſitrs out of his tents , bur 
600 men do follow him at his 
heels, they are his daily guard, 
they wear a Livery and a Habic 
Ciftindt from all other people, on 

theic 
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their head a Scarlet bonnet with 
three white plumes faſtned be. 
hind with a blew croſs on their 
ſhoulders, they havea very con- 
vVenient Coat chat comes down 


to their middle, with a Girdle or 


Saſh, over it a Roman Mantle 
hangs, more proper for State than 
ation ; the colour is green, it ts 
BOt very long, nor croubleſome 
when they are. obliged to make 
uſe of their hands ; ſometimes 
they ride, ſometimes they go a- 


| foor, as the Emperours occaſion 


requires for that purpoſe he hath 
always ready in his Stables great 
numbers of Horſes, The Empe- 
rours:Perfon ts whiter than any of 
his Kingdom, for the «Abyſsims 
are.cawny, a colcur drawing near 
to black. Inever faw any others 
ot his Relations or kindred , but 
I hear they are all of the ſame co- 
lour. The people igterpret this 

t@ 
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to his advantage, that God by this 
diſtinRion, hath ſingled our that 
Family that is to Reign amongſt 
them, out of which they always 
chuſe their Emperor ; their cu- 
ſtom is, that he ſhould never mar- 
ry until he be crowned;then, with 
the conſent of his Nobles he chu- 
ſeth two Wives out of his King- 
dom, be entertains befides as ma- 
ny Concubines as he pleaſerh. 
They are always with bim in his 
tents with all their Attendants, 
The firſt Male-child uſually (uce 
ceeds the Father in his Kingdom, 
Aſſoon as the children are named, 
they are carryed to a very delid- 
ous place in the middle of a large 
mountain called Amarak, where 
a ſtately Caſtle is built encom- 
pafled with the River Borohr, and 
fortihed with a ſtrong wall. 
There they are kept with the 0- 
ther precious things belonging Fo 

the 
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the Emperour, they never go out 
unleſs ir be in the Gardens and 
places of Recreation, with which 
this territory is abundantly fur- 
niſhed; and theg they never looſe 
the ſight of their governours and 
guard; when the Father is dead 
the chiet Officers of the Empire 
come to this place, and anleſs the 
eldeſt be uncapable of the honour, 
they take him to ſucceed in his 
Fathers room. If there be no 
Sons, the eldeſt Daughter rakes 
the Scepter. During tneir Fathers 
lite, they are kept here as in a Se- 
raglto, to learn all exerciſes proper 
tro theic Sex and age, They are 
taught the Hebrew and Arabick 
tongues, humane Philoſophy and 
the Principles of Chriſtian Reli- 
$10n. Here is for that purpoſe a 
arge Library of above ten thou- 
ſand Volums all in Manuſcripts, 
loine told me that they had there 
| the 
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the moſt ancient Books of the 
world written by the e/fgyprias 
Sages in the time of Moſes, * by 
Phenicians afterwards, and by the 
Learned of all Ages. 1 ſaw ſome 
in the Library (into which I had 
the leave to-enter)that were made 
of the egyptian leaf called Papy- 
rw , and 'Oothers made of old 
Parchment thar did bear the 
marks of antiquity, I ask'd the 
Sub4ian Officer thar led me in to 
ſee the curioſities, how they did 
to preſerve the . Books ſo many 
years from conſuming), he told me 
that they do uſually tranſcribe 
them when the leaves are worn 
or likely to decay, and that for 
that intent there are twenty three 
Perlons appeinted with a good 
maintenance for them by che for- 
mer Emperoursz their imploy- 
ment 15only to cranſcribe and co- 
py out the books that age threa- 
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